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PREFACE. 


Tue ancient language of Abyssinia, commonly called Ethiopic, was but very 
imperfectly known in Europe before the publication of the Grammar and 
Lexicon of Ludolf. This very learned, industrious, and accurate writer was Aulic 
Counsellor at the Court of the Duke of Saxe Gotha, from about 1652 to 1678, 
and afterwards his Resident at Frankfort, and President of the Academy of 
History in that city. His works, which are the great source of information on 
all subjects relating to the Ancient Language and the Literary = Ecclesiagtical 
History of Abyssinia, are as follows : 


1. Jobi Ludolfi Lexicon Zthiopico-Latinum, | 

By cee Grammatica Ethiopica ... . fol i 

3. Psalterium Davidis Zthiopice et Latine, curfi J. Ludolfi, 4to. ibid. 1701. 
4. Jobi Ludolfi Historia Athiopica . .... 

5. Jobi Ludolfi ad suam Historiam Zthiopicam Commentarius, fol. ibid. 1691. 


The Grammar-.and Lexicon were first published in 1661; but these were 
nothing more than rough sketches of the much enlarged and complete works 
above mentioned, published in 1699 and 1702. The Ethiopic part of Castell’s 
Polyglott Lexicon seems to have been chiefly composed from the MS. copy of 
the first edition of Ludolf’s Lexicon before it was put to press* 

In one of the works above enumerated, the “ Commentarius ad Historiam 
Ethiopicam,” Ludolf has reprinted “ The Confession of Faith of Claudius 
King of Ethiopia +,” which had already been published with the First Edition of 
his Grammar and Lexicon. In this Confession, Claudius, speaking of the Sab- 
bath, says, that it is observed in Ethiopia, MNG® : AHH-1: ANRI: hPCPT: 
NZ LNPALP: “ According as our Fathers the Apostles have commanded us in 
the Didascalia.”. On which passage, Ludolf has the following Note: (Comm. in 
Hist. Aith. p. 239 :) 


* See the Prefaces to the two editions of Ludolf’s Lenteens and Castell, Lexicon Heptaglott cal. 853. 
+t Claudius reigned from 1540 to 1559. 
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“2 BPNneaLP: Arab. pani us! isis!) Didascalia, sive Doctrina, a Greco A:dac- 
xadia. Revera libellus est ita dictus, Apostolis adscriptus, qui et apud Coptitas reperitur, 
et tertius est in Collectione Canonum. Ignotus hucusque fuit ecclesie Romane atque 
Greece. Quisnam sit, plane incertum est, ait Beveregius in Annot. ad Prowmia et Paraphr. 
Arab. Conc. Niceen. p. 211. Europa nondum illum vidit. Coptitis tantum notus est, a 
quibus Aithiopes illum acceperunt. Triginta octo Canones continet, quorum capita infra 
Lib. iii. c. 4. cum lectoribus communicabimus.” | 

In the passage here referred to (Lib. iii. c. 4.), a Table of the Canons of the 
Didascalia, or rather, of the Titles of its Sections, is given, a copy of which is 
subjoined to this Preface. This Table was taken by Ludolf from ‘a work of 
Wansleb’s, which I have never seen, entitled “ Histoire de I'Eglise d’Alexandrie.” 
Such is all the information that Ludolf was able to give respecting the Ethiopic 
Didascalia ; and later writers appear to have added little or nothing to what he 
has stated. 

A few years after the publication of Ludolf’s works, the Didascalia became a 
subject of controversy between two celebrated men of that time; the learned 
Dr. Grabe, and William Whiston. 

It is well known, that there is a Treatise containing various Rules of Chris- 
tian Doctrine and Discipline, called, The Apostolical Constitutions; which was 
originally attributed to Clemens Romanus, and supposed to have been com- 
piled by him from the Instructions of the Apostles. It has long however 
been considered as the production of a much later age, and not of higher 
antiquity than the fourth, or, at any rate, the third century. In the edition of 
the Councils published by Labbe and Cossart (fol. Paris, 1671), the learned 
editors prefix to these Constitutions the following Note on the date of their 
composition :— 

“Sane ut Clementis Romani fetum non esse, ita etiam erudito scriptori, qui 3° 
saltem seculo floruerit, vindicandum, omnibus hodie persuasum esse video, inquit illust. de 
Marca, Concordia lib. iii. 2. p. 393. cim in illo commentario antiquz discipline satis 
expressa vestigia supersint. An vero eedem sint cum illis quarum Epiphanius meminit 
adversus heresim Audianorum uberius alias disputabitur. Interim lege Petavium in notis 
ad Epiphan. et tom. IL dogm. theologicorum, Bellarminum de script. eccl. v. Clemens, 


Gabrielem Albaspineum ep. Aurel. lib. 1. observationum, cap. 13. § Certe si quis &c., qui 
S. Clementi abjudicant.” 


In a later edition of the Councils, edited by Mansi, (Florent. 1759) it is argued, 
chiefly from points of internal evidence, that the true date of the Constitutions 


is about the beginning of the fourth century ; proneny between the Council of 
[lliberis a. p. 309, and that of Nice, a.p. 325. 


Me, 
— 
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But to return to Grabe and Whiston.—Whiston had set forth and strongly 


_ maintained an opinion that the Constitutions were a genuine work of the 


Apostles, and of as much authority as any of the Books of the New Testament ; 
and moreover that there existed in the early Ages of the Church a book now 
lost, called, The Doctrine of the Apostles, which was an Epitome of part of the 
Constitutions, and of equal authority with the Constitutions themselves. He 
conceived that the Didascalia of the Eastern Churches would in all probability 
be found tobe a Translation of this Apostolic Doctrine, and that it was there- 
fore highly important that a copy of it should be obtained and published: And 
of the Versions received in the several Churches under the title of Didascalia, 
he considered that the Ethiopic was probably one of the most ancient and 
authentic. There were at the time two Arabic Manuscripts of the Didascalia 
in the Bodleian Library at Oxford. These Dr. Grabe undertook to examine for 
satisfaction on this point, so far at least as the Arabic copies were concerned ; 
and in an Essay on the two MSS., he communicated the result of his researches. 
In giving an account of the Contents of his work, in the Introduction to it, he 
thus sums up the points which he considered that his examination had clearly 


established : 


“ First—I will make it plainly appear, that this Arabick Doctrine, except the Preface, and 
five or six Leaves, is not an Extract from the Six Books of the Clementine Constitutions, but 
the very first five entire Books of them, and Part of the Sixth; (which by what accident it 
came to be left out, I shall also give an account of;) and that therefore Mr. Whiston has 
been greatly mistaken in esteeming it as a lost Book, and made a vain promise to publish 
it as such, together with the said Constitutions, when it is the very same with these, altho’ 
the order of some Parts be transposed. 

“ Seconpty—I shall shew, that this Arabick Doctrine is not the same with that ancient 
Book, call’d the Doctrine of the Apostles ; but that, altho’ the latter has been the Foun- 


dation of the former, yet it has been so much alter’d, and so many Things have been added 
to it, as have made it a quite different and a much larger Book. 


“ Tutrpty—I will prove, from the very Preface of this Book and the last Chapters, that 
it is not an Apostolical Writing, and ought not to be call'd a Sacred Book of the New 
Testament, nor to be publish’d as such."—Grase's Essay, 2d edit. 8vo. Lond. 1712. p. 11, 12. 


This Essay called forth a sellin Wo Whiston, entitled “ Remarks on 
Dr. Grabe’s Essay upon Two Arabic MSS. of the Bodleian Library” (8vo. Lond. 
1711). As this book gives a detailed account of the origin of the controversy 
and the points upon which it turned, and exhibits very clearly the views which 
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Whiston entertained of the importance of procuring a copy of the Ethiopic 
Text of the Didascalia, some Extracts from it are here subjoined. 


The work begins thus :— 
“ Before I saw Dr. Grabe's Essay, my Thoughts were these : 


“* PROPOSITION. 

“ That Doctrine of the Apostles which the Churches of Ethiopia and Egypt receiv'd, and 
that we have in Arabick at Oxford, so far as it is the same, is Genuine, and a sacred Book of 
the New Testament. I mean this in case these copies of the former were not an Athanasian | 
Abridgment of the Genuine Book only. | 


“ The reasons are these : 


“ L This Book has no other Competitor in all Antiquity; and therefore, its Pretentions 
ought not to be disputed without full evidence to the contrary. We have already shew'd, 
and ‘tis own'd by all the Learned, that there was in the Fourth and Fifth Centuries a 
sacred Book of our Religion, stil'd the Awdayn trav AnooroAwy, The Doctrine of the Apo- 
stles. We also find by the Ethiopick Records, that those Churches, together with those of 
Egypt, or the Copli, have ever had a A:dacxaAXia or. Doctrine, ascrib'd to the Apostles, and 
ever receiv'd by them as Genuine. Nay, Wanslebius had the book itself in the Ethiopic 
Language; and from him Ludolphus has given us the Contents of it, as I have set them 
down elsewhere. At the same time we know of no other book that can so much as pre- 
tend to be the same in all Antiquity besides. This therefore having so strong a claim, and 
having no other Book than can set up any opposite claim, ought to be allow’d to be the 
same, till some other appear. I mean this in case there be not very convincing Evidence 
to the contrary. If I know there was a genuine Epistle of Clement to the Corinthians, and 
find in the Alexandrian MSS. a Book with that very Title, and find no other Book with 
that Title in the World, I readily suppose it the very same genuine Epistle, till mighty 
Arguments are produc'd to the contrary. The application is easy.” 


The next Extract exhibits more directly the mmportance attributed to the 
Ethiopic Text of the Didascalia, in reference to this controversy : 


“ Scholium.—We must here note, that till we have the Ethiopick or Coptick Copy of this 
Book published, it will be very hard to determine how far that Arabick Version we have 
at Ozford is genuine, and how far alter'd or enlarg’d. Nay, till we have the Original 
Greek it will not be easy to satisfy ourselves intirely in this matter. So far seems plain, 
that the Preface is genuine; and that this Book, in the main, includes that original Doctrine 
of the Apostles, which was extracted from the Constitutions in the first Century. But 
because this Arabick Version must be very late in comparison of the Ethiopick and Coptick ; 
and long after the Constitutions themselves were publick ; because it seems to be conside- 
rably larger than the Original Doctrine of the Apostles, at least, than the Ethiopick and Coptick 
Versions; because it appears not us any Epitome or Abridgment, as the other do, but 
indeed contains about half the former Six Books of the Constitutions themselves ; because 
it has a long additional spurious Chapter at the end, no way derived from the original 
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Constitutions, nor appearing in the other Editions ; and because there were so many other 
Extracts and Branches of these Constitutions extant by themselves in those later Ages, 
when the Arabick Version must have been made, this Edition can hardly claim to be the 
uncorrupt exact Doctrine of the Apostles, nor the same with that common to the Ethiopick 
and Coptick Churches, but some other Work thereto relating. If I might guess, till we 
have testimonies to supersede guessing, I should think it a transcript of those parts of the 
Constitutions at large, of which the Original Doctrine of the Apostles was a short Extract 
or Epitome, and no other. Not to say that ‘tis not impossible that it may be that Extract 
from the Clementines spoken of by the Author of the Synopsis Sacre Scripture, in the 
words elsewhere set down: KAypévria’ é& Gv peradpdoOncay éxAcyévra Ta dAnOérrepa Kai 
Seénvevora. Unless the larger spurious Ethiopick Constitutions themselves, of which in 
my Essay on the Constitutions, be therein referred to. When we have the Ethiopick or 
Coptick Edition of this Doctrine of the Apostles intirely published, which I hope will be 
done ere long by some learned Person who is skilled in those Languages, and has the 
opportunity of perusing it, we shall be better able to clear this matter. 

“As for the Objections that are made by Dr. Grabe in his late Book, they chiefly 
concern that Arabick Edition only; and so are generally.of no force against the other.” 
pp. 12—14. 


One more passage only from Whiston shall be given. It is as follows: 


“ But now having done with my Observations, I shall proceed to my History, or such a 
clear and honest Account of my Procedure about these MSS. as may free me in good mea- 
sure from the Imputation of Rashness, at least of such Rashness that can hardly be paral- 
lel’d and other the like severe Reflections. which the Doctor makes upon me and my Con- 
duct. I shall here only give a true Account of my Procedure: and then leave it to the im- 
partial Reader to judge how far I have been too rash, or at all culpable in this matter. 
When I was examining the Authentickness of the Constitutions themselves, I perceived, that 
tho’ Eusebius and the Antients did hardly ever mention them in express Terms, among 
the Catalogues of Sacred Books, either undoubted, doubtful, or spurious ; according to 
those strict Rules of Secrecy which they then thought themselves under about them; yet 
did they not only discover the exactest knowledge of, and greatest Veneration for them 
on other Occasions, but did expressly name a parallel Book call'd the Doctrine of the 
Apostles, which seems plainly to have been an Extract out of the former Six Books, therein 
contained; with these Differences only, that the Constitution Word for Doctrine was 
Aacxadia, and the other A:day7, which yet seemed to me then of no very great conse- 
quence; tho’ I now own myself of another mind; that the former contain'd many 
Doctrines and Accounts usually then conceal'’d from the Catechumens, while the latter 
was particularly fitted for their use; and that the former appeared to be a much larger 
Book than the latter. | found also that the Ethiopick and Coptick Churches had such a 
Doctrine among them, only call'd A:dacxaAia, and not A:dayy, which they own'd for 
Sacred; and that yet the Ethiopians had admitted no Books from the Greeks since the 
Fourth General Council, in the middle of the Fifth Century; or since the Ages when we 
have the certain Accounts of such a Sacred Book among Christians. So that it seem'd 
highly probable that the Ethiopick and Coptick A:dacxaA/a might be the genuine Doctrine 
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of the Apostles. Ihad by me, from Ludolphus and Wanslebius, the Contents of all the 
Ethiopick Chapters or Canons, into which that Book was by them divided, in Number 38 ; 
and found reason to think it might well enough answer the ancient Descriptions and Cita- 
tions from the true Book. I perceived it was a Methodical Extract, or rather two or 
three distinct Methodical Extracts join'd together, from the former Six Books of the 
Constitutions, and ending with the last Chapter of the Sixth Book. When I came to 
Ozford about Michaelmas last, to my great joy and surprize, I found two copies of the like 
Arabick A:dacxaXia or Doctrine, ascrib’d to the Apostles; or of that very Book; so far as 
then appear’d; as having a particular Preface in the Name of the Twelve Apostles, which 
expressly belong’d to that true Doctrine of the Apostles, as distinguish’d from the Catholick 
Doctrine, or former Six Books of the Constitutions; its contents were almost the very 
same with those of the Ethiopick Copy; the Number of the Chapters but one more; it was 
generally taken out of the Constitutions; and had a Passage not unlike that which Origen 
quotes from a certain Little Book belonging to the Apostles; as had the Constitutions 
themselves the same: And tho’ we could not readily find that other Quotation among 
the Works of Cyprian, yet was I not sure but it might be there; nay did not know 
whether that Citation was not made from another spurious Book of the like Title, 
mention’d by Dr. Grabe. Only I was a little surpriz’d to find it such an Extract as 
generally agreed verbatim with the parallel parts of the Constitutions, tho’ often in a 
different Order; and that it was so much larger than I expected: Yet in a case of 
this nature, I could not think such Difficulties equivalent to the foregoing Arguments; 
especially to the express Affirmation of the Preface prefix’d thereto. Upon the whole, I 
concluded that what Dislocations, Additions, Interpolations, or Alterations soever this late 
Arabick Copy might have, yet that it must probably preserve the antient Doctrine of the 
Apostles ; (as not then dreaming of Athanasian Deceit or Forgery in the case; tho' I 
did suspect it before I saw the Drs. Book, as appears above) and till we could procure an 
Ethiopick, Coptick, or Syriack, if not a Greek Copy, must be highly worthy of the public 
View; and at the least, would give great Light and Attestation to the present Copies of the 
Constitutions themselves. My affairs in London, and the approach of our Cambridge Term, 
hindring my longer stay at that time at Ozford, I had not Opportunity to desire Mr. 
Ockley to go over any great part of the Book with me then; but only recommended the 
Translation of it to him before I came away; and so I defer’d the exact Examination of 
the Book, and the fixing my own distinct Opinion about it, till I should receive that Transla- 
tion. And had not Mr. Ockley’s private Affairs hindred him, I had long since had that Trans- 
lation, and so could have form'd my own Judgment upon it: While in the mean time, for 
want of it, I was forc'd to content myself with informing the World in general what a 
Treasure I had found; as it on all Accounts most certainly is; with publishing the genuine 
Preface of the Apostles intire therein contain'd; and with using the Contents of the Ethi- 
opic Copy, which I had before me; and which was to be a kind of Standard whereby to 
judge of this Arabic Edition, when I should receive it. Accordingly, till I heard that Dr. 
Grabe had a Book almost ready to be published against me, I never once fixed or wrote 
dow my own Thoughts distinctly about it; as knowing that till I had that Translation by 
me, or some particular Account of the Book, I could not do any such thing either to my 
own or others’ Satisfaction. Now this being the Truth of the Case, what mighty Occasion 
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was there for Dr. Grabe's numerous and pathetical Exclamations, Admirations, or Imputa- 
tions upon my Conduct in this matter? None of which yet shall I here return upon him ; 
as being very willing to undergo all this, and much more, in case the Church and the 
Learned will at last hear the Merits of my Cause, and come to fair Enquiry and Examination. 
But to wave this matter and return: I proceed now to my third and last Head, viz. To 
express my present Thoughts converning this Arabick Book and its Preface, since I have had 
the happy Opportunity of perusing the Account and the Arguments which Dr. Grabe has 


given us about them; which I shall do under the following Proposition. Desiring the 
Reader only to Note, that the fourth Argument for the genuineness of the Preface to the 


Arabick Books, taken from that name of Apostle of Jerusalem instead of Bishop of the 
same, therein suppos'd to be ascribed to James, is to be omitted; as being, it seems, the 
bare mistake of the first Translator : and that all the other Arguments are still insisted on 
by me in that-case: as being agreeable to that intire and more exact Translation of the 
whole which I have now by me, and which I design to give the Reader in my Essay on the 


Constitutions. 
** PROPOSITION. 


“The Preface to this Arabick Doctrine is the real Preface to the Original Doctrine of the 
Apostles ; but the Book itself is a corrupt Edition of theCatholick Doctrine, or former Siz Books 
of the Apostolical Constitutions, made by the Athanasians in the Fourth Century of the Church.” 

pp. 35—41. 


In all this it does not appear that Whiston had changed his views of the im- 
portance and authority of the Ethiopic Didascalia, though he gives up the case 
of the Arabic Doctrine; but in a work which he published in the same year 
(1711), called An Essay on the Apostolical Constitutions,”* he says (p. 549) 
that the Ethiopic Didascalia is either the very same as that Arabic one at Oxford, 
or a mere abridgment of it. 

On this I have only to say, that he seems here at length to have come to a 
right opinion upon the subject. We have now the greater part of the Ethiopic 
Didascalia before us; and we find that the Proposition, just quoted above, about 
the Arabic Didascalia, is precisely applicable to the Ethiopic: it is precisely 
what Whiston, with his views, must have said of the Ethiopic Text also, if he 
had seen it. The work is set forth in the name of the Twelve Apostles; he 
would regard its Preface therefore to be the real and genuine Preface: but the. _ 
Book itself, so-far as we have it, is nothing more nor less than “a corrupt 
Edition of the Catholic Doctrine, or former Four Books of the Apostolical 
Constitutions.” 

It results, however, from what has. been here adduced, that no copy of the 
Ethiopic Didascalia could be obtained at the time of this controversy ; and what 


* Forming the Third Volume of his “ Primitive Christianity reviv’d.” 
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Ludolf had said of the work before it, remained equally true after it, “ Europa 
nondum illum vidit.” 

Among the Manuscripts brought from Abyssinia by Bruce is one thus 
_ described in the Printed Catalogue of them, under the head “ Brsticat MSS.” : 

“No.5. The Constitutions of the Apostles, or a Collection of the Canons made by the 
First General Council, which is the Statute Book of the Church of Abyssinia; contained 
in one large and beautiful volume, 13 inches long by 12 in. broad, and 3 in. thick.” 

Whether this be the Didascalia or not, is uncertain. It is much to be 
regretted that the negotiations which have at different times been entered-.into 
for transferring this valuable Collection of MSS. to some public Repository 
where they would be freely accessible, have hitherto been unsuccessful. 


The latest account that we have of Abyssinia is the Journal of the Rev. 
S. Gobat, a Missionary sent thither by the Church-of-England Missionary 
Society*. ‘He resided some time at Gondar in 1830. It will be found, that in 
the conversations with Abyssinians which he records, the Didascalia is occa- 
sionally mentioned by them, as a work of authority with their Church. 


We proceed to the History of the present edition of this work :— 


About ten years since, the Rev. William Jowett, formerly Fellow of St. John’s 
College, Cambridge, and then residing at Malta as Representative of the Church- 
of-England Missionary Society, while on a journey in Palestine, for promoting 
the objects of the Society, obtained at Jerusalem several Ethiopic Manuscripts, 
which he transmitted to this country. The Society above mentioned pre- 
sented them to the British and Fofeign Bible Society: in whose Library, of 
which at that time I had the charge, they are now deposited. Two of them 
were found to contain the entire New Testament. The rest were chiefly of a 
liturgical or devotional character, and their contents do not seem to possess 
any particular interest. But one of them I observed to bear the Greek title 
Aiarayai cov’ AxorroAwy, written upon one of the blank leaves at the beginning ; 
and its Ethiopic title I found to be TY°UCT: ZRANPAP: HANG :: From 
the word 2.8 Ma P : (Didiskalia)t, I naturally conjectured that this MS. might 
contain the Didascalia of Ludolf. The work was divided into Sections ; and on 
examining the headings of them, I found them to be in most cases precisely the 


* “Journal of a Three Years’ Residence in Abyssinia, in Furtherance of the Objects of the Church 
Missionary Society. By the Rev. Samuel Gobat, one of the Society’s Missionaries.” 8vo. Lond. 1834. 


t+ I have adopted Ludolf’s orthography, 2 PNA P : 
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same, both in matter and order, with the Canons of the Didascalia as given by 
Ludolf from Wansleb. The work purported also to have been drawn up by 
the Apostles ; to whom, as we have seen above, the Didascalia is attributed by 
the Abyssinians. There could be no doubt, therefore, that this MS. contained 
the very document of which Ludolf had spoken. - 

Having already some knowledge of the Ethiopic language, I immediately set 
about the Translation of the MS. into English: and when the Oriental Trans- 
lation Committee was established, I laid my Translation before them, together 
with the original Ethiopic MS.; the use of which the Committee of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society very liberally granted to the Oriental Committee, with 
permission to publish it, if they should think fit to do so. 

The Committee determined to publish it; and the work accordingly now 
appears. The types from which the Ethiopic Text is printed are the property of 
the British and Foreign Bible Society ; and were cut under the direction of the 
Editor of this work, for an impression of the Entire Bible in the Amharic Lan- 
guage, the Modern Vernacular Dialect of the greater part of Abyssinia. 

The publication of the work has been much delayed by the researches that — 
have been made for a more perfect copy of the Didascalia; for the MS. above 
mentioned, the only one that we possess, is seriously mutilated at the close. 
The first fifteen Canons are found in it at length, precisely according to Ludolf’s 
Table of their Titles. Seven others follow; which do not exactly correspond with 
his Table, either in the words of their Titles or the order of their arrangement. 
They seem to comprehend the same subjects as Canons 16—18, and 31—35, 
in Ludolf’s list. In the middle of the 35th Canon, or Section, the MS. ends, 
and our endeavours to procure a more perfect copy have been without success. 

Whiston appears to have understood that the Ethiopic Didascalia might be 
probably found at Rome ; and he says (Remarks, p.8), “I sent to Rome long 
since among other things to enquire about it, but without effect.” The Oriental 
Translation Committee have done the same thing, with precisely the same result. 

What the Didascalia contains has been already stated, both on the Title-page 
and in the course of this Preface. It is in fact a very loose and inaccurate 
Translation of the Apostolical Constitutions, the work which has been so often 
mentioned above. The subjects occur in the same order as in the Original, 
and the’ translation of clauses and even of particular words of the Greek Text 
may be perpetually traced throughout ; but many additions are made to it, and 
the omissions are yet more numerous; and they are often omissions of a kind 


that entirely obscure or destroy the sense. The latter part of an argument, for 
; b 
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instance, will be omitted, and then the inference follow: in the Greek Text, 
the whole argument having been stated, the connexion is natural and obvious, 
but here of course it is entirely obscured. So in. quoting Texts from Scripture, 


part of a passage will be given, and the very clause of it which relates to the 
point in hand, omitted. 


To form any conclusions from such a Translation as this, either as to the 


original reading of any passage in the Greek Constitutions, or as to the Ancient 
Doctrine and Discipline of the Church, must of course be very hazardous. If 


it could be more safely depended upon, some not unimportant deductions might 
probably be drawn from it. I will give but one instance. 


In the Constitutions, Lib. II. cap. 57, at the end, after prescribing a form of 


prayer to be used by the Bishop at the time of celebrating the Sacrament 
of the Lord’s Supper, the text goes on: 

Mera 8¢ ravra yivicbw 4 bucia, ior@Tos wavros TOU Aaov, Kai Rporevyoptvou Hovyws, Kal 
Srav dveveyOy, peraAapBavérw éxdorn Takis Kad’ gaurny Tov Kupiaxod Gaparos Kal Tou Tiyiov 
aluwaros, év rake, pera aldovcs wai evAaPeias, as Bacidéiwe xpocepyduevo: COpatt’ Kai al 
yuvaikes KaTaxexaAupptvas THY KepaAny, ws apudter yuvaiKav Tabet, KporepyérOwoav’ pudat- 
récOwrav 8é al Oipau, paris Emaros eivéAOor, H dutrTos. 

“ Postea vero fiat sacrificium, cuncto populo stante, et silentio precante, et oblatione 
facta, quisque ordo seorsum corpus Domini et pretiosum sanguinem sumat, accedentes 
ordine cum pudore et reverentia, utpote ad corpus regis. Item mulieres operto capite, ut 
ordinem earum decet, accedant. Janus autem edis sacre custodiantur, ne quis infidelis, 
aut non baptizatus, ingrediatur.” (Versio Latina Turriani. ) 

Upon this passage, Turrianus the Jesuit, in his edition printed at Antwerp, 
1578, makes the following note, turning it against the Protestants :— 

“En sancta Eucharistia sacrificium est secundim Apostolicam doctrinam, et corpus 
Domini extra usum et sumptionem : non enim precipit hec Apostolica constitutio sumere 
tantum cum reverentia, sed accedere cum reverentia ad sumendum. Quodd si reverentia 
opus sit ad accedendum, accedere autem ad sumendum, non est sumere, igitur ante sump- 
tionem est reverentia dignum, quia est corpus Domini: et si accessus cum reverentia est 
pius et laude dignus, cur non erit pia et laude digna circumgestatio cum reverentia, 
contra Protestantes ?” : 

But to this.passage, as represented in the Ethiopic Version, the above re- 
marks cannot in any way be applied: for it stands thus: | 

“ And after that the Priests have taken into their hands the Mysteries, let them take 
heed that none enter who are not believers. And then let the people stand up, and let 


the women also, by themselves, veil their heads, and let them stretch out their hands, and 
pray for pardon, and receive His flesh and precious blood.” (p. 97.) | 


The words 1ftdb : and “$fteh : which are of frequent occurrence, I have gene- 


a 
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rally rendered “ repent” and “repentance.” In many cases, however, the word 
“penance” would probably have expressed more accurately the meaning of the 
Ethiopic, and in some cases I have so translated the word “$fteh: as in p. 95, 
lin. antepenult. The penance described in this work is not set forth as a com- 
pensation for sin, in which view it has doubtless given rise to great abuses in 
later times, but as a part of wholesome and necessary discipline. 

In editing this work, I have closely followed the Ethiopic MS. Having no 
other copy to compare it with, I have not ventured, except in very few instances, 
to amend or alter the text. Wherever I have done any thing of this sort, it 
will be found mentioned in the Notes which I have added. I have there also 
stated and discussed any difficulties that have occurred to mé, whether relating - 
to Grammatical Construction or of any other kind, and have examined the 
meaning of such passages as appeared doubtful. 

One emendation I have ventured to adopt throughout the whole work, which | 
is not noticed in the Notes: I have written AAM®RM : “ Bishop,” and in the 
plural, AANPR WT :, instead of ARM: ORM: and ARM : ORV : which is 
the orthography of the MS. Ludolf says, in his Lexicon, AAS: @RN : Gracum 
‘Exicxoxos, duobus punctis male interstinctum. I have ventured to expunge the 
two points. 

It will have been observed, that the controversy between Grabe and Whiston, 
referred to in the former part of this Preface, turned in a great measure upon 
the contents of the Arabic Didascalia. 

There are now two copies of this work in the British Museum; one in the 
Arabic language and character; the other in what is called Carshini, that is, in 
the Arabic language and Syriac character. They are among the MSS. collected 
by the late Mr. Rich, while Resident at Bagdad. As I believe they are not yet 
inserted in any printed Catalogue, it may be as well to mention, that the Arabic 
copy will be found in a MS. marked “ Bibl. Rich. 7211,” fol. 45 verso; and the 
Carshini in “ Bibl. Rich. 7207,” fol. 62. 

The beginning of the Arabic MS. has been transcribed for me by Mr. Mitchell, 
the Assistant Secretary of the Royal Asiatic Society, (whose kind assistance I am 
giad to take this opportunity of acknowledging,) and it is here subjoined. I 
have added also the Introduction and the First Chapter of the Greek Constitu- 
tions. An opportunity is thus given of comparing the Original and the two 
Translations ; ‘and of comparing also the opening of the Greek Constitutions 
with the Preface to the Ethiopic Version, referred to by Whiston. 


THE BEGINNING OF THE GREEK CONSTITUTIONS: 


CONTAINING 


THE INTRODUCTION, AND THE FIRST CHAPTER OF THE FIRST BOOK. 


‘OI ‘AwdéeroAc Kai of UperBvrepor maior trois €& COvav moredcacw els Tov Kiprov ‘Incovr 
Xpiorov, ydpis tyiv nai elpnvy deo Tov Tavroxp&ropos Oeov dia Tov Kupiou paw ‘Inco 
Xpirrou wAnOuvOein év éxvryvace: avrov. 

Geo dureia » KaBorAiKn éxxAnocia, Kai dumeAov avrou ee ol memioreuKores eig THV 
anravn SeoreBeiav avrov, of Thy aidviov Kaprovpevor dia nicrews Bacireiav avrou, of Sivapuv 
avrou eiAndéres kai perovoiay Tov ‘Ayiou Lvetyaros, arlucpévor Sia ‘Incov, nai évorepncpévos 
Tov pdéBov avrov, pavricuaros péroyot TOU Tiuiov Kai dbdou aiparos Tou Xpicrov, of wagdnciav 
eiAnpéres Tov Llavroxpdtopa Oeov warépa Kadeiv, cvyKAnpovouot Kal cuppéroyo: TOU Hyarn- 
pévou maudds avtov’ dxovocare SidacxaNiav lepav of dvreyduevor THs EwaryyeNias avToU éx mpoa- 
Tayparos ToU Zwripos, dudoororyov Taig évddEos POoyyais avrov. SvAdoverGe of Geov vioi 
dnavra eig iraxonv Geo xpdooev’ Kai vyiverOe dpecroi év nao: Xprorg TH Oe@ Hudv. “Eav 
yap Tis dvouiaw peradioxy Kai Ta évavria To SeAjnpat: TOU Oeov woh, Os wapdvouov &vos TH 
ew 6 Toovros AoyieOnoerau. 

‘AnéyerOe ovv mdons nAcovetiag Kai ddixias’ Kai yap év TH vou yéypawra’ OvK émbv- 
maces THY yuvaiKa ToU RAnciov cov, ovde Tov aypov avToU, ode Tov Maida aUTOU, ovTe THY 
maidicxny aurov, ovre Tov Bovv avrov, ovTe TO tmroliyiov avrouv, ovre Soa Tov RAnciov cou 
éotiv’ Sri} naca Tobrwy émOuuia éx Tou movnpo Umdpye. ‘O yap émiOupnoas THY yuvaixa, 7 
Tov waida, H THY Radioxny TOU RAnciov, HOn Kara Sidvorav poryos Kal KAéwrns éoTiv’ éav py 
meTaryv@, Kéxprrai Ud TOU Kupiou yyav Inco Xpiorov, 3: ob  3dEa TH Oe@ eis Tove aldvas’ 
dunv. Aéye yap év Te evayyeNig, avaxepadaiovpevos Kai oTnpiCwy Kai mAnpO@v thy dexa- 
Aoryov Tov vopou’ Sri ev TH vou yéeypawra:, OU poryedoes eyo 38 Aéyw wiv’ TovréoTw év 
T@ voup a Muciwe éya tAdAnoa, viv 38 6 avros tuiv Aéyw was Sorig EuBAALE eis THY 
yuvaixa Tou ®Anciov xpos TO émOupyoa avrynv, non éuotyevoey avrny év TH Kapdia avrov 
otros éxpidy poryos Kat évvoav, 6 émOuyncas. “O dé riv Body 4 Tov dvov émOuuynoas, ovK 
emi TH Krevas, Kai Beowoujoar bau, N Kai dmayayeiv aura siavoeira; 7 6 Tov aypov waAuy 
émOuunoas, Kai éxipeivas TH THUGS Biaéce:, OD MovnpeveTai, Tus SporyAugnoas avayKaon Tov 
Exovra TOU pndevos dnodécba: avro ; gnoi yap wou & mpogirrns” Oval of cuvérrovres oixiav 
™pos oikiav, Kai d-ypov ™pos d-ypov eyyCovres, iva TOU RAnciov apehuvrai tt 30 8 Aéyer” ~My 
oixnonre pdvor émi THs ys; nxovcOn ‘yap eis Ta Wra Kupiov ZaRaad raira. Kai dAAayoo" 
"Emxardpatos 6 perariBeis Spia Tou RAnciov avTou Kai épet was 6 Aads, Tévorro. Ard dyow 
5 Mwoyc’ OU peraxivncers Spra Tou wAnoiov cou, & HMevro warépes cov. Ard TovTo ovv péoBor, 
Sévaro, Sixacrnpia, KaTadixa, Rapa TOU Oeov ToIs ToovTos émaxoAovOover Tois 38 UANKGoLS 
Ocq avOpamois ele vopos Oeod awAovs, dAnOns, COv, ovTos évumapye:’ “O ov puceis bd’ érépou 
wo yevérOai, ov GAAw ov mongers. Ov BovAg TH yuvaixi cou Tiva EuBAApau Kaxds eis SrapBopav 
auTis’ pnde ov 7H TOU mAyciov gov yuvaix: Kaxonbws arevions. Ov BobAu cou Td inatiov 
dobar pr8t ob 78 rol trépov done: OF SOx wmFvas, Rodoprbivan, potivar wn 
gv GAA TavTa d:abijs. 
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THE BEGINNING OF THE ARABIC DIDASCALIA ; 


CONTAINING 
THE INTRODUCTION, AND THE TRANSLATION OF THE. FIRST. CHAPTER _. 
OF THE GREEK CONSTITUTIONS. 
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TABLE OF THE CANONS OF THE DIDASCALIA, AS GIVEN BY LUDOLF. 


(Comm. in Hist. Zthiop. Lib. III. cap. 4. pag. 334.) 


2 


Primus Canon jubet ditiores et non plane inopes Sacram Scripturam legere. 
2. Urores ad obedientiam maritis preestandam hortatur, utque modesté incedant. 
Tractat de Episcopis, Presbyteris, et Diaconis. 
Oportere Episcopos penitentes lubenti animo recipere. 
Neminem & communione Ecclesie excludendum, cujus crimen sufficienter non sit 
probatum. 


Jubet seculares eleemosynas dare Ecclesie pro uniuscujusque facultate. 

. Diaconos vetat quicquam facere sine permissione Episcoporum suorum. 
Necessarium esse, ut Episcopi bene examinent omnia, antequam condemnent aliquem. 
Boni Christiani esse peccata sibi invicem condonare quovis tempore. 
Necessarium esse, ut Episcopi ament et promoveant pacem. 

Non decere Christianos nuptiis atque aliis festivitatibus Jn fidelium interesse. 

De viduis atque virginibus. 

Feminis baptismum administrare interdicit. 

Seculares munera Ecclesiastica exercere prohibet. 

De viduis, que non more viduarum genuinarum vivunt. 

De Episcopis. 

Viduas atque Orphanos grato animo eleemosynas accipere decet. 

Parentum offictum esse instruere liberos. 

Virginibus ante pubertatem votum facere interdicit. 

De diebus festis et Paschate agit. 

De Martyribus. 

Christianos decere scandalum verbaque inhonesta vitare. 

Indignum esse Christiano jurare per nomina Idolorum. 

Vetat festum Paschutis in alia hebdomade celebrare, quam in ea in quam 14 dies 
lunee incidit. | 

De Structura Templi et ejusdem Heikel *. 

— — — — — — (deest apud Wanslebium). 

De Ordinatione Episcoporum. 


* Hebraicum est 45-4 Hecal, quod Coptite et Ethiopes vocant URNA : Heikel, Sacrarium. 
—Adytum est in illorum templia, in quod nemini nisi Clericis intrare licet. (Led.) 
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De Oratione Episcoporum cum Ecclesiasticis. 

De jejunio Episcopi. 

Continet Mystagogiam, seu doctrinam occultam, quam Apostoli docuerunt.* 
De Orphanis. 

Episcopis orphanos curee esse debere. 

Episcoporum esse, scire que oblationes Deo grate, queeve minus sint. 
Episcopum & fidelibus collecta accipere debere in sustentationem pauperum. 
Jubet servos obtemperare heris suis, quamvis infideles sint. 

Omnes homines ultimo die judicii resurrecturos. 

Dies festos hilaritate animi spirituali celebrandos esse. 


In exsequiis mortuorum fidelium cantum cum precibus conjungendum esse. 


* Num hic intelligatur disciplina arcani, suo tempore videant eruditi. Lud.) 


SECTIONS OF THE ETHIOPIC DIDASCALIA. 


NAST : Heo : 90g +a: AANOCAT : 
2APVYUP: 21d: PORHGT : TE: 
LH: (NEZA :) OOF N: SRN :: 

. MAT : Hee : cvgr@ : AW: 

ZLTAHH : AAP TU): OL. : 

NTHN: CRO :: 

_NatTr : ARNEORN : OOF: OF 


PP) :: 

. MAT : Hoe : cwgre@ :ARNOR 
At: 2STOngd, : hI: AAA: 
ZToo Par : NG.FC: OPB UT :: 

NAT : Hee :APVG TO: : Ai: FI 
ME: OASPMW, : HANA : PP 
oo: fer: HPO : hee: Anf:: 


NAT : Neo: coG TO: PN : a 
HN : 900A : At : HCHtL PY: oo 
Mi : POo-:: 

. NAT: Hee : ASG TO: : LANC : 

RPO YT: OA.F HT, : HANA: N 

COHN AT : AANORN :: 


VII. NAT : Ne : CVG +r@:: ARNEORN: 


PFBNC : OLML? : rte: 112:N 
RE? : ONCTO :: 


IX. NMA3T : Hee: cog+a@ : Hicirrye? 


4: 292): AN : ANRC: OA, 
P3Nnd : °°: Ofit : ANoo:: @ 
A.PHAR : ANP :: 


X. WGTO : AANEORVT : LTH. : 79 


CPi : NAF : COAL Pi: AA: LN 
CR: AH : ANN : AGAILOO : OZ 
Tong, : WAU OO: AAA: Loo 
Par : 1 :- AIHATNAC : MOAT 
fl: ALIN”, : NH : ALCOR : A, 
AN@RV : AA: LAV: Ghoo 
Rs AMMO 23 : ANP :: 


That it is the duty of the Rich to search into 
the profit of the Scriptures at all times, [in 
the strength of | the Holy Spirit.—. 8. 

That it is the duty of Women to obey their 
Husbands, and to walk in wisdom and 
virtue.—p. 12. 


Of Bishops, Priests, and Deacons.—r. 16. 


Concerning the duty of Bishops to receive the 
repentance of those who turn, in love and 
meekness.—P. 34. 

That it is not lawful for us to enforce disci- 
pline against any man, unless testimony 
be established against him, that he hath 
sinned.—P. 47. 


Concerning the duty of the people to bring 
offerings to the Church, according to their 
ability.— Pp. 60. 

That it is not lawful for the Deacon to do any 
thing but by authority of the Bishop.—r. 66. 


That it is the duty of the Bishop to try and 
inquire into every matter in justice and 
uprightness.—P. 73. 

That Christians ought to forgive the trespasses 
of their neighbours, and not let revenge 
dwell in their hearts, nor think evil.—p. 88. 


It is the duty of Bishops to be peace-makers, 
merciful, pardoning him who hath truns-_ 
receive the repentance of those who return 
unto the Lord: and if they do not thus, 
they shall not be called Bishops, but they 
shall be called evil-doers.—r. 90. 


SECTIONS OF THE ETHIOPIC DIDASCALIA. 


. NMABT : NE: AVVG TE : LA : 


That it is not lawful for Christians to enter 


HCHALE 3: OMT :999N2Z: YN, _ into the assemblies of the Heathen, nor to 


é&3 >= hUHN : ALCAR : THit : 
DA. LNFOO: : °V4AT :: 

. NAB: CONAT :: 

. MATT : NC: AVVG TA : PTI? : 
ABT :: 

. WAT : Nee: 7ASVGE TO : HH: 
ZINC : DAFF: TNE : Hv 
1T :: 

Nast : COafrn :: 

NAT : NO: APG TO : FIN, : 
Are : ZN: FENVe-:: 

XVIL MAT: ALA : CIOs :: 

XVILNABT : Hee : cgrTra@: LTHH- : 

ARNORIY : NAT : ANY. : O 
ALA : FY :: 

XIX. MA3T : Noo : cog +r@: : VVGirn : 
@MOFNnatrT : £32°A : HTARTP : 
AMET :: | | 

XX. MAT : Nee: cog ta : ARSMPR 
Ot: ZAND. : 4A : 9ONA : 13 
Nn: AA: ZL&:: 


XV. 
XVI. 


XAL MAT : Nel: CoG 7: LIA. : A 


NG : Or RVe:: 

XXIL NAST : NV : COG TO : LTh*F: vA 
INCT : AATANTU CS: : NIrer : 
3h : ACVCY : COLI}: O290 
Y: OAP'?:: 


see the playing, nor to hear the singing.— 
Pp. 103. 

Of Widows.—P. 105. 
That it is not lawful for Women to baptize.— 
p. 114. 


That it is not lawful for the Layman to do 
any work belonging to the Priesthood.— 
: p. 115. 


Of Widows.—r.116. (See Note on p.116, 1.7.) 


That it is not lawful that ye should do evil 
ugainst your neighbours.—P. 118. 


Concerning Orphans.—?P. 121. 


That it is required of Bishops to provide for 
Widows and Orphans.—p. 122. 


That it is required of the Unmarried Women, 
and Widows, that they receive that which is 
bestowed upon them thankfully.—r. 124. 

That it is required of Bishops to be discreet 
in receiving offerings from those only who 
are worthy.—p. 125. 

That it is required of Fathers to keep their 
Children under discipline.—p. 129. 

That it is required of Servants that they be 

subject unto their Masters in all purity, 
whether they be faithful or unbelievers.— 
Pp. 130. 


Norts.—It will be observed that each of the above Sections, except the Tenth, begins with the word 
NAT : _ This word, when followed by a substantive, means “ of” or “concerning”; when followed 
by a verb, the particle }}OU : is inserted after it, and the literal translation would be “ How that——”, 
as, “ How that it is required”, “ How that it is not lawful” &c. 
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THE DOCTRINE OF THE DIDASCALIA OF THE FATHERS. 


THE HOLY APOSTLES IN THE NAME OF GOD THE FATHER ALMIGHTY, AND HIS ONLY- 
BEGOTTEN SON JESUS CHRIST, AND THE PARACLETE THE HOLY GHOST. 


We the Twelve Apostles, Messengers of the only-begotten Son Jesus Christ, 
being assembled together in Jerusalem, the city of the Great King, and with us 
our good and holy brother Paul, the Apostle of all the Gentiles, and James 
the brother of our Lord, Bishop of this same city of Jerusalem, have ordained 
this the right faith. We have appointed thus degrees and offices in the Church 
according to the example of that which is in heaven. We charge you, each and 
every one of you, giving thanks that our Lord Jesus Christ hath called us unto 
his glory. The Bishop is in the likeness of the shepherd of the sheep, and the 
Priest in the likeness of a reprover, and the Deacon the likeness of a minister, 
and the Sub-deacon, behold, he is as the same ; and the Reader, and the skilful 
Singers and the rest of the people, as those who listen to the voice of the Gospel, 
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and understand the word of reproof. For thus have we framed and ordained the 
law of the Church, which we have written in this book of instruction; and we have 
sent it, by Clemens our brother and messenger, into the world, that men may 
walk according to the ordinances of the Churches which are under heaven; and 
that they may understand it accurately, that, having heard that which is written 
therein, they may obtain everlasting life ; and glory and praise from our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who hath graciously given to us this mystery which is from Himself. 
And those who keep not his law shall be cast into fire which is not quenched, 
yea, their dwelling shall be in hell-fire for ever, as it is written. But Apostles 
and Priests, and all the people that believe in our Lord Jesus Christ and 
work righteousness and peace, shall find mercy and compassion from God the 
Father, the Ruler of the whole world, and his Son Jesus Christ, and shall come 
in the knowledge of Him into the Holy Church of God. And those who obey 
Him shall become a pure, good, and holy vineyard, and shall find life everlasting, 
by this faith, and victory by the Holy Ghost, and shall prevail, in the might of 
Jesus Christ and in the fear of Him who hath redeemed them by the sprinkling 
of his holy and precious blood; and hath granted to them the glory that they 
should call upon the Almighty, and that He should be to them their Father and 
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their God and their Friend, and that they should be fellow-heirs and partakers 
with his Holy Son. Hear this sacred charge, ye that receive the voice of the 
Gospel at the command of our Saviour, and the glad tidings of his word, which 
are full of glory! =O ye Children of God, keep his Word and his Command- 
ments, and do his Law and his Will! And if there be any man that will follow 
sin, and do all things that are not pleasing to the Lord, he shall be numbered with 
those who rebel against his Law and his Commandments. And now I say unto 
you, depart from violence and wrong, and desire not to take for yourselves the 
larger portion, and leave for your neighbours the less. For it is written in the 
Law, saying, Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s wife, nor his field, nor his 
man-servant, nor his maid-servant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing; none 
of the possessions of thy brother, nor any thing like this; for this is evil desire. 
And if there be any one who will do after this manner in the desire of his heart, 
he shall be driven far from God and our Lord Jesus Christ ; to whom he glory, 
with his Father and the Holy Ghost, for ever and ever, Amen. For He teaches 
us, and makes us to understand, and strengthens us by the Holy Spirit, that he 
may accomplish the Prophecy, and the Law; wherein it is written, Thou shalt not 
commit adultery; but I say unto you, that whosoever looketh upon a woman 


and lusteth after her hath committed adultery already in his heart. And in 
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like manner, he who will do these things shall be condemned with the adulterers. 
And, behold, he that thinketh in his heart, and desireth to take by violence his 
neighbour’s ox or his ass or his field, and continues through his life doing after 
this manner, he shall be numbered with the adulterers. For the prophet saith, 
Woe unto them that join house to house, and add field to field, and wall to wall, 
that they may seize upon that which is not their own! And again he saith, Know 
ye that dwell upon the earth, that this matter hath been heard in the ears of the 
Lord of Sabaoth. And in the Law He saith, Cursed be he that stealeth 
his neighbour’s land-mark : and the people shall say, So be it. And for this 
cause Moses said, Desire not the boundary of thy neighbour, and remove not 
the law which thy fathers have ordained. Through these things come fear 
and death and confusion; and judgment shall overtake them from the Lord, 
against those who do these things. But they who hear the word of the Lord, 
and keep his enlightening law with faith, these shall find loving-kindness and 
mercy. For He saith, That which thou hatest for thyself, do not against 
thy neighbour. And as thou wouldest not that another, no, not any man, 
should look upon thy wife, to turn her aside unto evil, so likewise do not thou 


look upon the wife of another with evil thoughts. As thou wouldest not that 
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another should take thy garment, in like manner thou, too, take not the garment 
of another. And as thou desirest not for thyself curses and reproaches and 
beating, so likewise do not thou thus unto thy neighbour. And if any man have 
cursed thee, do thou bless him; for it is written in the Book of Numbers, 
Blessed shall they be that bless thee; and cursed shall they be that curse thee. 
And moreover it is written in the Gospel, Bless them that curse you, and pray 
for them that wrongfully oppress you. Do good unto them that hate you; and 
return not evil to them that wrongfully oppress you, but bear them patiently. 
For the Scripture saith, Thou shalt not avenge thyself upon thine enemy for the 
evil that he hath done against thee. And for this cause the Lord will help thee, 
and will bring judgment upon thine enemy. For he saith in the Gospel, Love 
your enemies, and pray for them that persecute you, that ye may be the children 
of your Father which is in heaven; for He maketh the sun to rise upon the evil 
and the good, and sendeth rain upon the just and the unjust. O beloved! let us 
keep in mind these commandments, that we may be the children of light. Bear 
with one another, O children of light, and children of God! And let a man, too, 
bear with his wife, and not be haughty or false ; but let him be compassionate and 
upright, and cherish her alone in love and gentleness. And let him not take 
pleasure in or desire another woman, to lead her aside unto evil. And if thou 
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hast committed adultery, and hast done thus, thou shalt die the death; and the 
judgment of God shall come upon thee, and thou shalt be condemned with a 
bitter condemnation. Moreover, if thou thinkest evil in thy heart, and hast not 
committed adultery with her, it shall be sin unto thee. And if thou preparest 
and adornest thyself that the wife of thy neighbour may love thee, thou hast sinned, 
and art become unto her a stumbling-block, and hast made her commit adultery. 
And for this cause shall judgment come upon thee; for God hath said, Desire 
not, and commit not adultery. But if thou hast drawn her aside by the beauty 
of thy youth and the fairness of thy face, that she should love thee, through this 
hast thou partaken with her in the work of sin and the curse. And for this cause 
it behoveth thee to pray to the Lord thy God that all this sin overtake thee not. 

But thou oughtest in purity to please the Lord, that thou mayest find rest and 

life everlasting in the presence of the Lord. For Hesaith, Make not the hair o 

thy head long, but cut it, and make thyself pure, that thou mayest be obedient 
unto the Lord, and not depart from Him. And do not thou anoint thyself with 
perfumed ointment, and put not on gay apparel, to draw women aside ; and be not 
vain, nor become an occasion of sin, but follow after purity and doing good. 


Thou then, O man of God! make not the hair of thy head long, neither plait it 
te . 
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nor curl it, for all these things are the arts of impurity and fornication. For it is 
written in the Book of Deuteronomy, saying, Put not on a garment that is 
woven with wool and with flax; and thou shalt make for thyself a spun fringe. 
Moreover, it is not lawful for us to shave our beard, nor to change the nature of 
man into another form. And if thou doest thus, thou art become cast out from 
the Law, and far from God, who created thee in His image and in His likeness. 
But, if thou desirest to please the Lord, do not that which is bad; and put far 
from thee evil, and all that thy God hateth. And be not a drunkard, and walk 
not in the streets with the adulterers, without wisdom and understanding ; but be 
thou obedient, and live by the work of thine hands, and seek to do every thing 
that is pleasing to God, and remember the word of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
follow him at all times. For the Scripture speaketh of him who meditates in His 
Law day and night, whether on the way or in the house, and even when thou 
sleepest, love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy mind, and 
with all thy strength, that thou mayest find from Him mercy and compassion. 
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I. That it is the duty of the Rich to search into the profit of the Scriptures at all 
times, (in the strength of ) the Holy Spirit. | 


If then thou art rich, and needest not the art and labour of thy hands, with 
which to get thy bread and to live, be not slothful and sit not idle ; but go to the 
faithful, and sit with them, with those that are united with thee in the faith; and 
talk of the word of life, and read that which is in the Scriptures, the Law, the 
Kings, and the Prophets; and sing a Psalm of praise, and listen to the word of 
the Gospel, which is the completion of the whole. And be far from all subjection 
to the gods of the Gentiles ; and be not engaged in vain words which profit not ; 
and seek not another law, nor false prophets, who change and corrupt the faith. 
What then is there that thou canst not find in the Law of the Lord, that thou 
shouldst seek after the learning of the Gentiles? If thou desirest to know 
the force of the interpretation of the Scriptures, search the Book of Kings: 
and if thou desirest to know the power of the wise and their doctrine, thou hast 
the Prophets, Job, and Solomon ; these are they who are filled with wisdom, and 
with them thou shalt find knowledge. These shall increase understanding more 


than all teachers; for their words are the voice of the Lord God, who alone is 
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Most Wise. And if thou desirest a song, thou hast the Psalms of David. 
If again thou desirest to understand the creation of the world, and the genera- 
tion of the ancient Fathers, thou hast the Books of Moses. And if thou 
desirest to know wisdom and doctrine, thou hast the Book of the Law, which is 
full of the glory of the Lord God. Be thou far then from every evil work and 
doctrine of Satan, and every vain word which is not in the Law. But read 
what is in the Law of Ceremonies, that thou mayest understand and know 
the glory of the Lord, that he hath saved thee from many snares of Satan. 
For the Saviour came not to destroy the Law and the Prophets, but to fulfil 
them, and to loose the bonds which are in the Law of Ceremonies and bring 
men into a spiritual doctrine. And for this cause doth he invite us, saying, Come 
unto me, all ye that are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest. And 
thou, when thou hast read the Law, and the Prophets, and the Kings, and the 
Gospel, shalt understand how many have been the good men who have reigned 
in righteousness and pleased the Lord in their lives, and for this cause have ob- 
tained life everlasting. And moreover thou shalt know the number of evil kings 
who have transgressed the commandment of the Lord, through lack of under- 
standing. But these have perished and come to an end, by the stroke of the 
Lord’s judgment, and have lost eternal life. Being then acquainted with these 
C 9 
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things, thou shalt abide in the right faith, and find grace and favour with Jesus 
Christ ; for thou art become one of his members. 

Thou moreover, when thou wilt bathe thyself, enter not into the bath where 
the women wash themselves, lest they see the beauty of thy youth and the fairness 
of thy flesh, and thou be a stumbling-block to them, and thyself also shouldst sin 
and fall into error with them. My children, let us hear and understand the 
Holy Word, which saith, Observe ye my commandment: say unto Wisdom, 
Thou art my sister; and make Knowledge thy familiar friend, that she may keep 
thee from the strange and evil woman, though she bring unto thee enticing 
words. For she looketh out from the windows of het house into the streets ; 
and if she see one of the foolish children, a young man void of understanding, 
who walketh in the corners of the paths of her house, and talketh at even in the 
darkness of night, when the quietness and darkness of night is come on, then the 
woman cometh upon him, having the ornaments of adultery, which make the 
hearts of young men flutter. She is rambling and wanton, and her feet rest not 
in her house: at times she wandereth about out of doors a little, and at times is 
in the streets, and in every corner, and lieth in wait. Then she taketh hold of 
him, and kisseth him, and with a shameless face saith unto him, ‘ I have a peace- 
offering ; to-day I pay my vows; therefore came I out to meet thee, desiring thy 
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countenance, and I have found thee. I have spread my bed with fine linen, I have 
spread out carpets from Egypt; I have sprinkled my bed with saffron and my 
house with cinnamon. Come, let us enjoy ourselves with kisses till the morning, 
and wanton in love: for my husband is not in the house; he is gone on a far - 
journey, taking his bag of gold in his hand, for many days ere he return into the 
house.’ Thus she deceiveth him with many words, and draweth him in with the 
net of her lips; and he followeth her, in the evil desire of his soul, and in the 
blindness of his heart. 

And again he saith, Look not on the evil woman ; for honey floweth from the 
lips of the adulterous woman, which for a time is sweet to thy throat, but after- 
ward thou shalt find that it is more bitter than gall, and sharper than a two- 
edged sword. 

And again he saith, Turn thy way far from her: draw not near to the door of 
her house ; lest thou give thy life to strangers, and thy substance to them that 
are without mercy; lest strangers be satisfied with thy strength, and thy labour 
enter into the house of a stranger. Then shalt thou repent afterwards, when the 
flesh of thy body faileth, and say, How have I hated instruction, and mine ear 
hath turned away from reproof, and I have not heard the voice of them that 
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rebuked me and instructed me, and have not caused my ear to listen: almost 
have I been in all evil. 

And now I say unto you, choose for yourselves all good things, which are 
written in the Holy Scriptures, that we may not neglect this testimony, and turn 
away into a multitude of words, but may abide in the right faith, and in doing 
that which is good. And let us depart from every evil work, and be clean from 
all impurity before the Lord, that we may obtain everlasting life. 


Il. That st ts the duty of Women to obey their Husbands, and to walk in 
wisdom and virtue. 


Let the Woman be subject to her Husband ; for the head of the woman is the 
man ; and the head of the man who walketh in the right way, is Christ ; and the 
head of Christ is God the Father, who is above all, who was and is to come, 
the Creator of all things, together with his son Jesus Christ our Lord, unto 
whom be majesty and praise and glory. Ye women then be obedient to your 
husbands, and be subject in humility and in the fear of the Lord. And please 
your husbands with good service, that ye may find favour with them, as we 
have said before. For thus saith the wisdom of Solomon, If any man have found 
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a virtuous woman, she is more precious than a pearl of great price. She that is 
thus, the heart of her husband trusteth in her: she that is thus, bringeth in good 
spoil. She ceaseth not to help her husband with good in that which is good, and 
not evil in that which is evil, through all her life. Spinning wool and flax, she 
maketh what is good with her hands. She is as a ship which bringeth mer- 
chandise from afar; she gathereth together for herself all riches: she riseth up 
at night, and giveth food to her house, and their work to her maidens. She 
seeth a field and purchaseth it; with the fruit of her hands she planteth her 
possession. Strongly girding up her loins, she putteth forth her hands to 
work ; she tasteth that labour is good, and her lights are not put out. She 
stretcheth forth her hands to that which is profitable, and her arm is strong 
to spin; she stretcheth out her hands to the poor, and her hand is open to 
the needy.» Her husband is not troubled about his house, if he tarrieth long any 
where. All her men are clothed with double clokes: she maketh for her hus- 
band clothing of fine linen and purple; she maketh for herself garments. Her 
husband is looked upon in the gates, when he sitteth in the council with the 
elders of the land. She maketh fine linens, and giveth them, and girdles for 


the Canaanites. She openeth her mouth according to the law, and setteth a rule 
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to her tongue: she is clothed with strength and beauty, and rejoiceth in the 
latter days. Many are they that enter into her house; she eateth not her 
bread in idleness. She openeth her mouth with wisdom, and according to the 
ordinances of the law: her compassion bringeth up her children, and they be- 
come rich ; and her husband praiseth her. Many women have done virtuously ; 
but thou excellest, and surpassest them all. Knowledge is deceitful, and 
beauty is despised ; but the wise woman shall be blessed, and she that feareth 
the Lord shall be praised. Give her of the fruit of her lips, and let her husband 
be praised in the gates, that women may learn wisdom: for the woman that 
loveth her husband shall find glory and blessing and mercy from the Lord God. 

Take heed and understand, O woman that desirest to be faithful and to please 
the Lord, make no vain show, and deck not thyself out for another man. Put 


not on ornamented garments ; neither put sandals on thy feet for vain glory, as 
the adulterous women do, to lead astray: but keep thyself from every evil work 
and adultery, that other men may not be offended in thee. And be obedient to 
thy husband, and carry thyself well towards him. But if thou wilt walk about in 
the midst of the streets, to entrap the souls of many, then judgment shall come 


upon thee from the Lord, and thou shalt be as one without hope, as when a wicked 
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GAIJ® :: 


man falleth into great tribulation, and bringeth upon his head disgrace and sorrow. 


Even so shall a wicked woman draw down upon her head reproach. And as a 
lion that lieth in wait and devoureth, so doth she entrap the foolish. As it is 
written, saying, As a moth to a garment and a canker to a tree, so doth sorrow 
waste away the heart of a man. And again it is said, It is better to dwell in a 
wilderness, than with a quarrelsome and babbling and angry woman. And now 
I say to you too, O Christian people, look not after and follow not adulterous 
women. But it is right for faithful women to ‘veil their heads with purity, not 
setting off the beauty of their faces with paints, and adding colouring powder and 
ornaments, which are unprofitable, to the form which God hath created : let them 
not do thus. But when they walk in the way, let them turn their faces down- 
ward, being veiled. Take heed to yourselves, O faithful women, and talk not 
contentiously with any one, and above all not with your own husbands. O ye 
good and humble and virtuous women, worship the Lord with joy and rejoicing. 
And you also, our brethren, and our children, and kinsmen, and well-beloved, 
search into that glorious wisdom which directeth our minds aright, and en- 
lighteneth our hearts, and bringeth us near unto the Lord, and giveth us entrance 


into the kingdom of heaven, into everlasting rest. 
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III. Of Bishops, Priests, and Deacons. 


Concerning Bishops, we have heard thus from our Lord Jesus Christ: The 
Shepherd of the sheep who is appointed a Bishop in all the churches, must be 
without spot, good and pure, one who thinketh not on the cares of this world ; 
who is not younger than fifty years of age, who hath passed the strength of his 
youth ; who speaketh not that which is false among the brethren. For He saith 
in the Gospel, Every word that a man shall speak idly and without thought, by 
it shall he be condemned in the day of judgment. And again He saith, By thy 
words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned. 
Wherefore it behoveth him to be full of all things that are good ; and if he be not 
learned, yet let him be discreet, and a man of understanding, and of middle age. 
And if the city be small, and there be not found in it such a man fit for the Bishop’s 
office, but of the younger men there be found one who understandeth and is 
wise, whose years are fewer, and to whom those who know him bear witness 
that he is worthy to be appointed Bishop; if he have lived from his youth in 
the works of the Holy Fathers, perfect and humble, walking in the right way, 
tried in every work, of whom men witness that he is perfect, let him be 
appointed in peace. For Solomon also, when he was but twelve years old, 
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reigned over the people of Israel. And Ozias was made a ruler when he had 
attained seven years, and then in the eighth year he reigned in righteousness. 

For the Lord God spake by the mouth of Isaiah the prophet, and said, To 
whom shall I look, but to him that is meek and lowly and quiet, that trembleth 
at my word? And again he saith in the Gospel, Blessed are the meek, for they 
shall inherit the earth. Let him then be merciful; for he saith, Blessed are the 
merciful, for they shall obtain mercy. Let him be a peace-maker; for he saith, 
Blessed are the peace-makers, for they shall be called the sons of God. Let 
him be pure in heart, without malice and evil and unrighteousness ; for he saith, 
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. Let him be a spiritual 
man, ready to do good, without covetousness and without wrath; not a drunkard, 
not revengeful, without hatred and strife, not vain-glorious, nor a lover of gold, 
nor an evil-speaker. Neither let him be puffed up, lest he fall into the snare of 
the devil: for every one that exalteth himself shall be abased, and he that 
humbleth himself shall be made honourable. 

Let such a man then be made a Bishop, a man that hath married one wife, 
‘a woman befitting him, who can govern his house as a good teacher and reprover, 
who hath brought up his children in purity. And let his wife be faithful, one 
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who nurtureth her children in the true worship and in the fear of the Lord. It 
is right regarding a Bishop, that the men of his household should be obedient 
to him, with humility and fear; and let him also be a master: as it is written, 
Let them try him, that he be a man without spot: neither let him be an angry 
man, for thus saith Wisdom ; An angry man destroyeth wisdom. But let him be 
merciful, and a giver of alms. For our Lord saith, And by this shall all men 
know that ye are my disciples, if ye love one another. Let him be, therefore, 
a lover of mankind, one who receiveth strangers, who accepteth not persons, a 
judge who favoureth neither the rich nor the poor, who is ready to serve others, 
whose hands are open to give, who receiveth widows, a lover of the poor, the 
fatherless, and the desolate. And, moreover, let him feed those who have children. 
But if there be a slothful man, who hath wasted his substance in drunkenness 
and fornication, and desireth that men should give him alms, let not the Bishop 
shew any care towards him, and let him not suffer him to enter the church. For 
the Scripture saith to those who do thus, How long wilt thou sleep, O sluggard ! 
and when wilt thou awake from thy slumber? A little thou wilt sleep, and a little 
thou wilt sit still, a little thou wilt slumber, -and a little thou wilt fold thy hand 
in thy bosom. And then poverty shall come upon thee like an evil messenger ; 
and want, as a swift runner. 
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It is not good for a Bishop, when he judgeth, to accept the person of the rich, 
and to neglect the poor. For the Lord said unto Moses, When thou judgest, 
accept not the person of the rich, and turn not aside the judgment of the poor; 
for judgment belongeth unto the Lord. But it behoveth him to judge uprightly. 

Let the food of the Bishop be meat seasoned with moderation, that he may 
be able to teach and rebuke the multitude, and to turn them tothe Lord. And 
let him be far from all evil, and read the Scriptures at all times, and be a lover 
of wisdom, that he may be able to interpret the Scriptures, through the Holy — 
Spirit, both the word of the Gospel, the Law, and the Prophets. For our Lord 
said, Understand ye the voice of the Scriptures, for they are witnesses concerning 
me. It becomes a Bishop to think upon searching into and expounding the 
Scriptures, in order that he may satisfy the people with doctrine, and water them 
from the light of the Law of the Lord, with much admonition, As the Lord said, 
Light up upon you the light of wisdom, for it is time. Thus then it behoveth the 
Bishop to labour and toil and wrestle for righteousness’ sake ; and so much 
the more in the presence of the people, that they, seeing his works, may be 


ready to receive his teaching. 

And, moreover, let him not become surety for any man, nor make friendship 
with the great, nor let him be of a double heart or of a double tongue ; neither 
let him follow after princes, but let him fear the Lord: neither let him hear 
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false accusation against his neighbour. And let him not neglect to fast, nor 


make pretexts for eating, and say, To-day is a feast, as the Gentiles do, to eat 
and to drink and to take their pleasure; but let him cast away from himself 
every idle desire, in which there is no profit ; for all this is despised and hated 
in the sight of the Lord, and well-pleasing to the devils. It becomes the Bishop, 
therefore, to command and exhort the people, that they put away from them- 
selves all these doings. But let him teach them, and turn them, that they may 
become like himself, and follow his way in uprightness. For the Lord said to 
the Children of Israel, Observe my Law, and my covenant, and my command- 
ments. And Jesus Christ himself, our Lord and our God, first did all things, 
and then taught us to become like himself; and therefore he saith, that he who 
shall teach and do, shall be great in the kingdom of heaven. 

It is your office, O Bishops! to teach the people, and preserve them from 
error, according as Christ hath given you grace. For the Lord spake by the 
mouth of the Prophet Ezekiel, and said, Son of man, I have set thee as a watch- 
man to the House of Israel; and thou shalt hear the word from my mouth, and 
shalt rebuke them with my word. When I say unto the sinner, Thou shalt 


surely die; and he hath not repented, and thou hast not told him, nor reproved 
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him, that he may repent and turn from his way and live, that sinner shall die 


in his sin, but his blood will I require at thy hand. But if thou hast rebuked 
the sinner, and he hath not turned ftom his sin, he shall die in his iniquity, but 
thou hast saved thyself. And if the righteous man hath turned from his 
righteousness and committed iniquity, while I shew him judgment before his 
face, he shall surely die in his iniquity, neither will I remember his righteousness 
which he hath done; but his blood will I require at thy hand. But if thou 
reprove the righteous man, that he sin not, that righteous man shall surely live, 
and thou also hast saved thy soul. In like manner as when there ariseth a war 
and fighting in the midst of the people, and they search out a watchman, to 
give them word, that they may take heed to themselves; if he do not tell them 
before, that they may be saved from destruction, his blood shall be upon his head, 
for they heard not the voice of the trumpet. But if he see the sword coming 
against the land, and blow the trumpet for a sign to the armies, and any 
man hear the sound of the trumpet and get him not away, and the sword 
come and overtake him, his blood shall come upon his own head; for he 
heard the voice of the trumpet and gat him not away, and his blood shall be 
poured out upon him. But he that gat him away saved his life: so shall it be 
also with the Bishop, if he teach the word of everlasting life. For the sword is 
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Judgment, and the voice of the trumpet is the Holy Gospel. And the watch- 
men are the Bishops of the Holy Church. The Bishop must feed the flock, and 
teach, and hold fast the word of Scripture, and make men fear because of judg- 
ment. And therefore let him rebuke them that walk without knowledge, and 
guide them plainly; let him teach them that know not, and confirm them that 
know. And let him gather in those that are lost, and speak to them at all times 
concerning their salvation, that when they hear these things they may receive 
instruction and do that which is good. For the Lord saith by the prophet, Testify 
against this people, and tell them their sins, if so be they will turn and repent and 
be saved from their transgression. And Moses moreover saith unto the people, 
Hear, O Israel! the Lord our God is one. And again it is said in the Gospel, 
He that hath ears to hear, let him hear! And Solomon also saith, Hear, my son, 
the instruction of thy father; and despise not the commandment of thy mother. 
Yet they have not heard, even unto this day; but have left the Lord, the only 
true God, and He hath called them a perverse and adulterous generation; of 
whom we have spoken before. 

And now know ye, O beloved! who have been baptized into the death of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, that it becometh not you to transgress, who have received 
such grace as this. Understand, brethren; for they that, after having received 
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baptism, turn back to the works of iniquity, go down into the condemnation 
of hell. And there are others, also, who have not been believers; but after- 
wards, when they have been baptized, they become blessed before the Lord; 
as our Lord said in the Gospel, Blessed are ye when men shall persecute 
you, and revile you, and speak all evil against you falsely, for my sake: rejoice 
and be glad, for great is your reward in heaven. If there be any one against 
whom men have spoken falsely, he is blessed. For it is written, saying, Every 
man who is not tried, is not chosen before the Lord. If any man have departed 
from the Law, and men curse him, he hath brought the curse upon his own 
head. And so we also, if we obey not the commandments of the Lord, and do 
not His will, shall bring upon ourselves a curse, and moreover shall be driven far 
from the Lord. For those who do not what themselves teach, neither turn from 
following their own ways, such men the Bishop ought to reprove and put to 
shame. But he must teach them, in the love of Christ, how they ought to be 
obedient. The Bishop ought to seek after righteousness, and not honour 
transgressors, nor shew partiality in judgment, nor receive gifts from any one; 
for a gift blindeth the eyes of the wise: nor must he pervert the right cause. 
And, moreover, it is said in a certain place, Remove from yourselves all evil 
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And Solomon also saith, Go not to the place where they pitch their tents; come 
not thither; remove from them, and turn back. For they sleep not, unless they 
do evil ; sleep is taken away from them, and they sleep not who devour iniquity. 
But if the Bishop hath not wisdom, but walketh in deceit and vileness, doing as 
Saul did to Agag, and as Eli the priest, who reproved not his sons when. they 
departed from the commandment of the Lord—and behold how he lost his honour, 
and, moreover, the holy tabernacle of his city!—then doth he commit iniquity 
in the sight of the Lord, and becometh a stumbling-block and cause of offence to 
many, both to the new converts, to those who are receiving baptism, and more- 
over to the young believers, to men and women alike. And if the Bishop teach 
not, nor reprove, and walk not in the right way, but depart from the command- 
ments of the Lord, for this cause he shall receive excommunication, and the 
judgment of the Lord shall come upon him; for he hath perverted the way of the 
people, in like manner as the people erred in the days of Jeroboam, and as those 
who were destroyed with Korah. But if any man offend against the Bishop 
and against those who are ordained, while there is no offence in them, and they 
are guiltless, he is not worthy to enter into the Church of the Lord, for he hath 
been without shame, and hath walked in folly, and after the lust of his own mind. 
Therefore shall that come upon him which came upon those who mocked at 
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Noah ; and as Achan, who received the curse upon himself; or as Gehazi, who 
took the substance of Naaman the Syrian. Behold then, the shepherd of the 
sheep must teach and reprove in humility and in the fear of the Lord, and turn 
them to repentance ; inquiring into the life of each one, that he may regulate their 
manner of living as it is fit, in peace; that the people may lead good lives, and 
turn from their sins. This is that which is acceptable in the sight of the Lord: 
for when a man turneth away from his sin, and returneth to repentance, then 
others, seeing him, are taught the true service of God. Therefore ought the 
Bishop to be watchful to do good, that his good conversation may be known to 
all; for he is the guide of the people, and the shepherd of the chiefs and 
rulers and teachers, and of all those who are under him. It becomes the Bishop, 
therefore, that he should sit in the church with the priests, and that they should 
give judgment for every man, as it is fitting; for to them the Lord hath given 
power, and commanded them, saying, Whatsoever ye bind on earth shall be bound 
in heaven, and whatsoever ye loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 

It becomes the Bishop to turn the people to the knowledge of the Lord, and 
to receive the repentance of those who turn to the Lord, to teach and comfort 
them in humility and love and lowliness and joy of heart; for the Lord God 


BE 25 


TPUCT: FZ eNPAP: HANG :: 


C: @Ontah Te : ONGUA: AN: ANF : VHC: DAP: AITHANAC : A 
PFOA :: AMG: ON: NHHPAA : INL : NAO: HPO: Al: 21: ALC 
BZ: AIHANAC : Nl: ALAPH: WT: APTA: LAC®: Hoo: vifia: 
OL427: GFR: ANT: APE: TOUM-P: NIMATHYI : nt : ANie. 
AA :: ABT: DAL: ALA : AVVh PO: : NO: ALP? : HHMN : TKLKR : 
ARLES APL : AV: LV: DUA : APA : A. PhD: Rov: v 
Lfich : AF" LIL :: ORE PL, - ALE: APN :- ANN:: Orn: Anve: 
ARPS : AAT: TATDOE  NELR : OFNZ : MAT : The : FL? : HIN 
2: A.ZHWANC: OF: MIMAF : HIN: LOD :: OAFNV : ANA: A 
SPA: GT: TOT : Oifih : AF MAF: OTN: KE? : OCT: OA 
INA: ASH: OLU-: O42P: H%S :@ONa) : hZOT : &2Z : OATNZ : 3M, 
AT: HLOT : PHB: OF LOOT : WHMAF: HANN: OA. LHAC: Orr: 
“LIP :: ANGO =: NZ: KEP: OCT : OF: PHR :: ONAITH : L214. : 
SPAS: APNG : TOVLM : AF IDDAU OW: Oificdh-: ZZNN-: thid : 
WTP : DAF FEN: LOCH : AF®LC:: DAAN : AANIY : LTOUPH : N 
00 : A.LZL.: ONT: Hk: OF ILZN : OhH?I : ONNZ :: AAPFTCH: O 
A: ANAM, : APF: ANN: NH :GAF: MINCN: MAT: OAINAN : 


himself is merciful. For He saith by the Prophet Ezekiel, As I live, saith the 


Lord God, I desire not the death of a sinner, but that he should repent, and turn 
from his evil way: why will ye die in your sins, O House of Israel? Thou, 
son of man, say unto the children of thy people, The righteousness of the righte- 
ous shall not save him when he transgresseth, neither shall the wickedness of the 
sinner afflict him when he repenteth from his transgression ; nor shall the righteous 
man be saved when he sinneth. And when I speak to the righteous man, if he trust 
in his righteousness and commit sin, all his righteousness that he hath done I 
will not remember unto him: in his sin that he hath committed shall he die. 
And if I say unto the sinner, thou shalt surely die, and he repent of his sin, and 
do that which is just and right, and return the pledge of his debt, and restore that 
which he hath taken by violence, and walk in the way of life, and commit not sin, 
he shall surely live, and not die in his sin that he hath sinned, neither will I 
remember unto him his transgression : for he hath done that which is just and 
right, and in it shall he live. And therefore is there hope for sinners, when they 
turn from their sins and repent, that they shall find a good hope; and they shall 
inherit the earth. And let them that have not transgressed take heed that they 
fall not into condemnation, and affliction, and sorrow, and weeping. Know and 
understand, O man, if thou hast transgressed in this world and hast committed 
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sin, and hast not repented, thou shalt surely die, and hast not life. Repent, 
therefore, while thou art alive ; for David saith, There is none that remembereth 
thee in death; and in the grave who trusteth in thee? For after men are dead, 
there is no repentance. It is right therefore, brethren, that we should stand 
ready in doing good, and should walk in the right way, in which there is no 
sorrow. Let us hear, then, and understand that which he saith, Direct my way 
and my goings, according to Thy word: and let us not fall behind in any good 
work, but observe the holy word that is written in the Gospel concerning the 
five wise virgins, neither let us be as the five foolish virgins, with whom the 
oil of good works was spent, and they were cast out from the heavenly mar- 
riage. Therefore ought we to keep ourselves, and be diligently watchful over 
ourselves, and observe the time of the bridegroom, that we fall not into sin; but 
he that doeth righteousness, let him take heed to do it unto the end. 

It behoveth the Bishop, therefore, to understand, and to judge with nghte- 
ousness; for judgment is the Lord’s. Let him rebuke sinners that they walk 
in the nght way; and when they turn, let him receive their repentance with 
compassion and mercy. Remember what our Lord saith, There is great joy 
in heaven over one sinner that repenteth. But if thou receivest not them 
that repent, but rejectest them, thou hast dispersed thy flock, and hast not 
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understood what David saith, Give not up unto the fierce beasts the soul that 
confesseth unto thee. For thus hath the Lord said, That which falleth, shall it 
not arise? and that which hath erred, shall it not be brought back? Wherefore 
have the people rebelled with an evil rebellion, and confirmed their purpose, and 
refused to leave it? Hearken now, and hear, say they not thus? Is there not a 
man that repenteth of his evil, and saith, What have Idone? Turn, O ye children 
that are gone afar off, and I will heal your wound. Receive them that repent, O 
Bishop! and be not of a double heart, neither. harden thy heart as those that 
have no pity. For he that doeth thus feareth not the Lord; but let him rather 
consider to direct the concerns of the people, as it is fitting. Let us keep ourselves 
therefore ; and have thou no communion with sinners and wicked men, who do 
thus. The righteousness of the righteous shall be for himself; and he that doeth 
sin after this manner without law, his transgression shall come upon his own 
head. For He saith by the Prophet Ezekiel, If a land sin against me and err and 
transgress, and I lift up my hand against it and cut off the strength of its bread, 
and send against it famine, and destroy from it man and beast, though these 
three men, Noah, Daniel, and Job, were in the midst of it, they (only) shall be saved 
in their righteousness, saith the Lord God. And if I send evil beasts against 
and upon that land and punish it, and destroy it, and there be left none that 
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moveth before those beasts, though these three men were in the midst of it, as 
I live, saith the Lord God, they shall save neither their sons, nor their’ little ones, 
nor their daughters; but they only themselves shall be saved, and that land shall 
be destroyed. As it is written, if there be in this world a righteous man and a 
sinner, the righteous shall not perish with the sinner. But He causeth his 
rain to fall upon the good and the evil. And if there be any one that thinketh and 
saith otherwise, yet is judgment equal towards all; for in battle also there is astrong 
man, and there is another stronger than he; and he that conquereth receiveth - 
his crown of victory openly. For the Lord condemneth not the righteous man 
with the sinner. Noah was not drowned in the water of the flood; and Lot was 
not burnt in the fire; and Rahab the harlot perished not. And if ye will know 
that which hath happened among us: Judas Iscariot, though he was united with 
us in the same ministry, perished ; and Simon the sorcerer also received the seal 
of the Lord; yet inasmuch as these two were evil, their wickedness was made 
known openly. Judas strangled himself; and Simon, flying up into the air, fell upon 
the earth. And while Noah was in the ark with his sons, Ham, by his wicked- 
ness, brought a curse upon his children. And, therefore, he hath taught us that 
the fathers are not recompensed for the sin of their children, nor the children for 
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the sin of their fathers. And this thing is manifest, that women are not condemned 
for their husbands, nor young men for their wives; nor servants for their masters, 
nor masters for their servants; nor relations for their relations, nor friends for their 
friends; nor the just for sinners, but every one shall be recompensed according 
to his doings. For Noah also perished not in the sin of the people, nor was Lot 
burnt in the fire of Sodom, nor did Rahab perish in the sin of Jericho, nor the 
Children of Israel on account of the Egyptians. We must not, therefore, follow 
the way and the works of the violent and unjust and deceitful, and adulterers and 
murderers, who make pretexts for evil, men full of hatred, who are ready for 
violence and death ; for every man shall be recompensed according to his deeds ; 
as David saith, For thou wilt recompense to every man according to his works. 
And therefore it is right thatywe should help the afflicted, and visit the sick, and 
convert sinners, who have been wounded by their sinful deeds. Let us teach 
them, and instruct them with the voice of reproof, that they may be saved from the 
death of sin. For the whole need not a physician, but they that are sick: for our 
Father who is in heaven willeth not that one of these little ones should perish. 


O Brethren! let us not hear the voice of the foolish, and of them whose hearts are 
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darkened ; but let us perform the will of God the Father, the Creator of the whole 
world by our Lord Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever! Amen. 

The Bishop ought not to hear the word of accusation from the evil man who 
speaketh falsely against his neighbour. But do thou put thy trust in the Lord, 
and direct the people as is right. And let not the son exalt himself against his 
father, nor the servant against his master, nor the disciple against his teacher, 
nor the officer of the Court against the King, nor the layman against the Bishop. 
For a teacher must not have communion with the wicked; for the sinner 
desireth not the voice of reproof. Ezekiel the Prophet saith, As I live, saith 
the Lord God, they shall not again speak this proverb in Israel: for the soul of 
every man is mine. As the soul of the father, so the soul of his children, and so 
the soul of every man is mine; and the soul that sinneth, it shall die. But 
the man that doeth that which is just and right, and hath not eaten upon the 
mountains, nor lifted up his eyes to the imagination of the House of Israel, nor 
hath defiled his neighbour’s wife, nor come near to a woman in her uncleanness, 
nor hath done violence to his neighbour; and hath returned the pledge of his 
debt, and hath not taken by violence, nor oppressed, and hath given of his sub- 
stance to the poor, and clothing from his garments to the naked, and hath not 
lent his money,upon usury, nor hath taken unjustly, but hath turned his hand 
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from violence and sin, and hath done judgment and righteousness and justice 
between a man and his neighbour, and hath walked in my commandments and 
kept my law, and done righteousness, he shall surely live, saith the Lord 
God. But if he beget a son who is a sinner and a murderer and doeth violence, 
and hath not walked in the way of his righteous father, hath eaten upon the 
mountains‘and hath defiled his neighbour’s wife, hath oppressed the poor and 
needy and hath committed violence and injustice, hath not restored the pledge 
of his debt, hath turned his eyes towards idols, and hath done iniquity, hath lent 
his money upon usury, and oppressed, and taken that which was stolen, he that 
doeth thus shall not live: in all his sin that he hath done he shall surely die, 
and his blood shall come upon his own head, if he repent not and turn. But if he 
beget a son, who seeth all the sin of his father that he doeth, and feareth and doeth 
not likewise, but ceaseth from it, and hath not eaten upon the mountains, nor 
lifted up his eyes to the imagination of the House of Israel, neither hath defiled 
his neighbour's wife, nor committed violence against any man; and hath returned 
the pledge of his debt, and turned his eyes from evil, neither hath oppressed nor 
taken violently, and hath given of his substance to the hungry to eat, and hath 
clothed the naked with his garments, and hath turned his hands from violence, 
and hath taken no usury, nor the substance of another wrongfully, but hath done 
righteousness and walked in my commandments, he shall not die for the sin of his 
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father; he shall surely live: but his father, because he committed violence and 
wrong, and plundered and oppressed, and did that which ought not to be done 
in the midst of my people, he shall die in his transgression. Yet ye say, How is 
it that the son is recompensed for the sin of his father? But if the son be 
righteous, and shew mercy, and keep all my Law, he shall surely live; and 
the soul that sinneth, it shall die. For the son shall not be recompensed for 
the sin of his father: the righteousness of the righteous shall be upon him, and 
the sin of the sinner shall be upon him. And if the sinner turn from all the 
sin that he hath done, and keep all my Law and Commandments, and do 
righteousness and shew mercy, he shall surely live, he shall not die: all his sin 
that he hath done will I not remember unto him, but in his righteousness 
that he hath done shall he live. Do I at all desire that the sinner should 
die, saith the Lord, and not rather that he should turn from his way and live ? 
But if the righteous man turn from his righteousness and commit sin, in his 
transgression that he hath committed shall he die; and all his righteous- 
ness that he hath done I will not remember unto him, but in his sin that he 
hath sinned, in itshall he die. Yet ye say, It is not just. When the righteous 
man turneth away from his righteousness and committeth iniquity, in his trans- 
gression that he hath done he shall die. And if the sinner turn from his sin 
that he hath committed, and do that which is'just and nght, he that doeth 
thus hath saved. his soul: he hath seen and turned from all his sin that he 
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hath done; he shall surely live; he shall not die. Yet the House of Israel say, 
The way of the Lord is not just. Are not my ways just, O House of Israel ? 
Are not your ways unjust, O House of Israel? Therefore will I judge you all 
according to your ways, O House of Israel! saith the Lord God. Turn ye, and 
repent you of your sins, and let not the punishment of your sin come upon 


you. Cast away from off you all your transgression in which ye have sinned 
against me, saith the Lord, and make you a new heart and a new spirit: why 


will ye die in your sins, O House of Israel? For I desire not that ye should die, 
saith the Lord God; but that ye should repent and live, saith the Lord God. 
Turn ye, and repent you of your evil, that ye may live. 


IV. Concerning the duty of Bishops to receive the repentance of those who turn, 
in love and meekness. 


See then, beloved brethren, the greatness of the mercy of the Lord God; who 
is good and just, and loveth mankind ; merciful and compassionate to those who 
turn unto repentance. For He delighteth not in hardness and deceitfulness of 


heart, without compassion; but willeth that a man should turn sinners, and 
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receive again those who have transgressed, into the true religion, that they may 
be able to return unto repentance. And if Bishops teach not and do not thus, 
the Lord shall require at their hands the sin of the people; as the Prophet Isaiah 
saith: Exhort my people, saith the Lord; and ye priests, speak unto Jerusalem, 
unto her heart. It becometh the Bishop to examine into the life of the people ; 
and if there be any man that hath sinned, let them turn him unto repentance, 
that they may obtain for themselves a good reward. But if they do not teach, 
nor turn the people unto godliness, they shall obtain condemnation. And now, 
then, let us receive with joy and love the repentance of those that turn unto the 
Lord: and upon those who have sinned let us pass sentence with mercy and 
compassion, as is meet toward the penitent. And if thou see a man who com- 
mitteth sin, and is slipping into error, raise him up from his fall; but if thou make 
his way pleasant to him, behold, thou hast killed thy brother. But it becometh 
thee to raise up bim that slippeth from his fall, that he perish not, and that others 
seeing it may be instructed and understand, and receive the word of reproof. 
The Bishop must not delay with respect to the sin of the people, nor neglect 
the desire of those who seek for repentance, lest the flock of Christ perish through 
his slothfulness. For concerning them hath the Lord spoken, by the mouth of 
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Jeremiah the prophet, saying, Many shepherds have destroyed my vineyard 


and polluted my portion; and have made my portion, which I love, a desola- 
tion, and it is become a ruin and destruction: through me all the land is 
destroyed, through me it hath perished. And thou, when thou seest a man who 
sinneth, command the deacons to take him away, and put him forth without, 
and instruct him, and reprove him, that others, seeing him, may fear. But 
if he turn and repent, let them ask and entreat for him with the Bishop, that 
he may teach and instruct him: for the Saviour prayed to His Father for sinners ; 
as it is written in the Gospel, Father, forgive them this, and lay not this sin to 
their charge; for they know not what they do. And then let them examine 
him that hath sinned, whether he leaveth his evil way: and if he confess 
his sins and turn unto repentance, let them bring him in, and give him power 
to enter the Church; and let them command him to fast, according to the 
sin that he hath done, two weeks, or three weeks, or five weeks, or seven. 
It is right to teach the sinner and instruct him, and reprove him, without 
anger or partiality, that he may humble himself, and pray unto the Lord, that 
he may find mercy and compassion when he standeth before the Lord. For 
he saith, If Thou, O Lord, shouldst strictly observe sin, O Lord, who should 
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stand before Thee! for forgiveness is from Thee, and mercy is in Thine hand. 


Thus then do, and make a difference. For the Lord said to Cain, Thou hast 
sinned : be silent therefore, and lift not up thy hand. But it is right that the 
sinner should sorrow and grieve, and abhor himself. Let us understand the 
word which the Lord spake to Moses, concerning Miriam: If her father had spit 
in her face, should she not be ashamed seven days? Let her remove without from 
the camp seven days, and then let her enter in. And Miriam removed without 
from the camp seven days. And the people moved not forward, until Miriam 
was cleansed. And after this the people moved. _Let us speak thus, therefore, 
unto those who desire to repent for their sins. Let us appoint unto them a set 
time of days, according to their sin, in which they may repent; and when they 
have repented, let us receive them, as fathers have compassion upon their children. 

But if Bishops, and other ordained persons, have a stain or spot upon them, 
and are brought to shame on account of it, and judge not what is right for the 
poor and the orphan and the widow, but judge with partiality, that they may get 
lucre and gifts, these shall perish with the hypocrites. As it is written in the 
Gospel, saying, Why dost thou regard the mote that is in thy neighbour's eye, 
and seest not the beam that is in thine own eye? Let the Bishops, therefore, 
and Priests, take heed that there be not found with them deeds of this sort, lest 
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others be offended, seeing these evil doings. For the wicked seek occasion to 


destroy others, and to scatter the flock. And a little leaven leaveneth much 
meal. Thus sin followeth after those who commit it, and goeth on to destroy many 
more. As when a thief is found in the treasure-house, and bringeth an evil 
name upon his whole family through his evil deeds; and as when the stinking 
flesh of the dead is put into ointment, its whole savour is corrupted; and as 
when a king is violent and cruel without justice, so are also his rulers. And as 
when a scabbed sheep feedeth in the midst of the sheep, they all become scabbed 
if it be not separated from them; and as a mad dog that biteth every one that he 
findeth, if they kill him not, those whom he biteth become mad together with him; 


so if there be a scorner, and mocker, and contentious man, and transgressor of the 
commandments of the law, let them put him forth from the Church, lest he cor- 
rupt the House of the Lord, and make it a den of thieves. We must not be 
silent concerning sinners and wicked men; but must reprove them, that they 
may leave their evil doings, and put away from themselves corrupt practices. But 
let us exhort them to fast and pray and give alms, that they may be taught to 
fear the Lord. For the Lord said unto the Children of Israel, Fear ye me, and 
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keep my commandments. The Bishop should have anxious care concerning the 


sin of the people, and consider the, life of each of them, that he may become to 
them a guide of salvation into works of righteousness ; that so they may be pre- 
pared for the Lord, that they may be saved from the condemnation that shall 
overtake sinners in the day of judgment. And let those who are negligent hear 
what He saith: Wherefore have ye been silent concerning the transgressors, and 


have gathered their fruits ? 

The Bishop must feed the people in peace. Those who have not sinned, let 
him not leave to fall; and those who have sinned, let him turn unto repentance. 
Hear what the Lord saith unto you, O Bishops, Offend ye not one of these little 
ones. But it is right that they should pardon and forgive him that hath sinned. 
And if the sinner confess his sin, and cry unto the Lord from the bottom of 
his heart, in weeping and groaning, with humility, the Holy Spirit will answer 
him, saying, The Lord hath pardoned thee all thy sin. Understand then, O 
Bishop, how much glory and honour the Lord hath bestowed upon thee, who 
hath given thee power to bind and to loose. Take heed to thyself, and keep 
the flock of Christ, and walk in the right way, while thou livest in this world: 
for it shall be required of thee in the day of judgment. For to whom men have 
committed much, of him will they require much: and there is no man that 
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liveth even one day without sin, but one, who became man for our sakes, even 


the Lord, the Word. And for this cause the deeds and the lives of the just 
men who have kept themselves have been committed to writing. For he saith: 
My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me; and I give unto 
them life everlasting. He answered and said unto the people: Lo, I judge 
between sheep and sheep. Know, then, that ye are fed in the good pasture. 
And that which was left of the pasture ye have trodden under your feet, and my 
sheep have eaten it. And again he saith: Now shall ye know that I am the 
Lord. And ye my sheep, are the sheep of my pasture; and I the Lord am 
your God, saith the Lord. Hear, O ye Bishops, and hear, O people, what the 
Lord saith, Behold, I will judge between the flock and the goats. And more- 
over He saith, I will judge the shepherds of the sheep, that have destroyed 
my sheep by their slothfulness. And again He saith, I will judge between the 
Bishop and his fellow, between people and people, between ruler and rulers; for 
my sheep are reasonable creatures, and not without reason. And for this cause 
let not the people say, We are sheep, and not shepherds, what is this to us ? 
As the sheep that follows the good shepherd of the sheep, that he may save 


it from the ravening wolf that destroys, is safe, so he that followeth a foolish 
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and wicked shepherd of the sheep, the wolf shall swallow him up before his face. 
And therefore we must keep far from evil and destructive shepherds, who 
spare not, nor save their flocks. For the people love a good shepherd, and fear 
him, as a father, and a lord, and a priest, and a chief of the priests of the 
Lord; for he reproveth them, and guideth them unto godliness. For he that 
obeyeth him, obeyeth Christ; and he that heareth his voice, heareth the voice 
of Christ. And he that obeyeth Christ, obeyeth God the Father. And moreover 
he saith, He that heareth you, heareth me; and he that refuseth you, refuseth 
me; and he that refuseth me, refuseth Him that sent me. And thus it becomes 
the Bishop to love the people as his children, for they are his sons; and let 
him nourish them with love and instruction, as a bird which broodeth over her 
eggs, and cherisheth her young ones until they fly. So let him teach the people 
the word of the Lord; and feed them with spiritual doctrine, and give their 
desire unto all who wish to receive of him. And let him not be harsh upon them; 
but reprove them by the word of wisdom, and put them in fear, that they turn not 
unto sin; but let him rather exhort them to walk in the right way and keep the 
faith, and let him feed the people in peace. And moreover let him raise the fallen, 
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and strengthen the weak, and gather in the scattered, and heal the wounded, and 
comfort the faint-hearted, and set right the lame in heart, that they may be strength- 
ened by the word of instruction ; and let him lighten the heavy burden of their sin, 
that they may attain unto good hope. And as to them, let them receive instruc- 
tion in the law of the Church, and turn to repentance: and if a man be cast out 
through not understanding the word of the Scriptures, despise him not, neither 
leave him to fall into sin; but help him, and heal him from the wound of sin, and 
turn him unto thee, and bring him again into the flock of the Church. But he who 
refuseth to return, shall be cast out from the flock, and become food for the beasts 
of the field: and his portion shall be with those who say, Let us eat and drink, for 
to-morrow we die; who consider not their latter end. And if the Bishop see any 
man who doeth thus, he should say to him, I will bear thy sins for thee, and die in 
thy stead, as Christ died for the sin of the world. And then let him toil and labour 
with him, until he return unto repentance. For the good shepherd giveth his life 
a ransom for the sheep; but the hireling, who is not the shepherd, whose own the 
sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming, and leaveth the sheep, and the wolf teareth 
them and scattereth them; for he is an hireling, he careth not for the sheep. We 
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ought to know that the Lord is merciful, and desireth not the death of a sinner, 
but his conversion and returning to repentance. And if a man transgress, under- 
standing not the commandments that the Lord hath set forth for repentance, 
but walk in the deceit of his heart, and remember not his sin and his evil that 
he hath done, understanding not the word of Holy Scripture which proclaimeth 
mercy to him, that man shall perish and be without hope. But do thou search 
out the good shepherd, and the humble and patient teacher and reprover, and 
the merciful, and peace-maker, that goeth round about and feedeth his sheep and 
seeketh that which is lost, like the Lord our God. For our Father which is in 
heaven sent his beloved Son, our Saviour, the Good Shepherd, our Teacher, Jesus 
Christ, who left the ninety and nine in the wilderness, and went to seek the one 
sheep that was lost: and when he had found it, he laid it upon his shoulder, 
and brought it into the flock with joy; for He had found that which was lost. 
Hear this, O Bishop! guide them that have erred, and gather in again them 
that are scattered, and search out them that are lost; for thou hast power for the 
turning of men to bind and to loosen. So the Lord said to the paralytic, I have 
forgiven thee thy sin; thy faith hath saved thee; go in peace. Now the peace 
which we have received is the Church of Christ, into which thou shouldst bring 
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back those that have repented of their sins, who have repented and done that 
which is right and good, and have found the hope of life. The Bishop ought to 
heal the afflicted, who are sick through the deeds of sin; to visit them, and com- 
fort them, and heal their wounds. For the whole need not a physician, but they 
that are sick; for the Son of Man came to seek and to succour that which was 
lost. Inasmuch as thou art a physician in the Church of the Lord, give to 
every one healing according as it is fit, and feed them with spiritual food, that 
they may stand fast in the Holy Church. Feed the flock of Christ with humi- 
lity and love, and reproof,»without anger; not puffed up with the power of 
thy office, for thou art the shepherd of the sheep of the flock of Christ. And 
gather thou the lambs into thy bosom; and be good and merciful and just, 
without deceit, or revenge, or jealousy, or accusings, or calumny, or hatred, or 
partiality, or blasphemy, or pride, or vain-glory. Despise not the people that are 
under thee, and hide not from them the commandments of the Lord; neither turn 
thyself away from their repentance, nor bring pretexts against them, to drive 
them out from the church of the Lord. 

Be of good understanding, therefore, in judgment; and receive not the witness 
of one against any man, but only the witness of three men, good and true, 
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concerning whom others witness that they are good and true, who have no 
hatred or revenge or jealousy. For there are many that speak falsely, that have 
two tongues or three, who rejoice in evil deeds, haters of their brethren, who 
desire to scatter the flock of Christ. And if thou hast heard their voice, and 
believed those who do thus, behold thou hast scattered thy flock without judg- 
ment, and hast delivered them to evil and ravening wolves, which are wicked 
men. Or rather, they are not men, but beasts in the likeness of men, trans- 
gressors and heretics and unbelievers, who know not the Lord. These are they 


that lie in wait by the way; like a devouring wolf, they tear them that depart 
from the law of the Church; and when they see one that is gone out of the way, 
they think they have found for themselves great gain. For their father the 
devil is a murderer; and they that are separated from the Church, and depart 
from the law, the devils shall be their shepherds, and shall afflict them with 
torment and distress and sorrow of heart. And they shall follow the way of the 
transgressors, and shall lose their hope, and depart farther and farther from the 
Lord; and the Bishop too, if he judge not according to right, his portion shall 
be with them. | | 

It is not nght, therefore, to reject the sinner, nor to despise him that turneth ; — 
neither be thou wanting in mercy, that thou mayest heal the wound of sin; 
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and have no communion with the bloody man. For concerning such the Scrip- 
ture saith, Their feet are swift to shed blood, shame and destruction are in their 
ways, they know not the way of peace, and there is no fear of God before their 
eyes. But the way of peace is our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath taught us, 
saying, Forgive, that he may forgive you; give, that he may give unto you: that 
is to say, Forgive men their trespasses, that your Heavenly Father may forgive 
you your trespasses. And, moreover, he hath taught us in his prayer, saying, 
But ye, when ye pray, say thus: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed 
be thy name; Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done, as in heaven, so also upon 
earth: Give us this day our daily bread ; Forgive us our trespasses and sins, 
as we also forgive him that hath trespassed against us. And if, then, ye cannot 
forgive the trespass of your neighbour, how shall ye find forgiveness of your 
trespasses? But if there be any one that hath been driven forth without 
transgression, and then returning asketh pardon, and the Bishop receiveth him 
not, such an one is the murderer of his brother and a shedder of blood; like 
Cain, who shed the blood of Abel his brother; and his blood cried unto the 
Lord. And if any Bishop expel a man without transgression, he is become, like 
Cain, a murderer. 
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V. That it is not lawful for us to enforce discipline against any man, unless 
testimony be established against him, that he hath sinned. 


For he that casteth out a man who hath not transgressed, is worse than a mur- 
derer. Neither perceiveth he the mercy of God; for he remembereth not the 


commandments of Christ, how he said, There is joy in heaven on account of 
one sinner that repenteth. And he that doeth thus shall not attain to the salva- 
tion of his soul: for he erreth, and falleth into great sin; seeing that he re- 
proveth not, nor converteth those who commit many sins, but scattereth the flock 
of Christ; nay, even fighteth against it. For just is the Lord, and just is the 
judgment that he judgeth unto all, to the righteous man and to the sinner: he is 
merciful unto all them that turn unto him in righteousnéss and mercy and humi- 
lity, in the love of God. It becometh the Bishop, therefore, to judge rightly, and 
to follow Christ, and do his will; even as the Lord judgeth the sinners that turn 
unto him. Dost thou not remember David, when he sinned, and Nathan said 
unto him, Wherefore hast thou done thus? and he said, I have sinned, and I 
repent thereof: when he confessed his transgression, he was saved from death ; 
and Nathan said unto him, Be of good courage, and doubt not; thou shalt not die. 
And the prophet Jonas also, when he would not preach to the men of Nineveh, 
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was cast into the sea, and the whale swallowed him up, yet afterwards he came 
forth from the belly of the whale, and was saved from death. And Hezekiah 
also, although, when he lifted up his heart, chastisement came upon him, yet, 
when he humbled himself, and departed from the exaltation of his heart, and 
wept before the Lord, then He had mercy upon him. Hear, O ye Bishops, that 
which is profitable in this matter: for it is written in the Fourth Book of Kings, 
And Manasseh his son reigned in his stead; twelve years old was Manasseh 
when he began to reign, and fifty and five years reigned he over Israel in Jeru- 
salem ; and his mother’s name was Haphsaba; and he did that which was evil in 
the sight of the Lord. Moreover, it is written in the Second Book of Chronicles, 
saying, And he did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord, above all the abo- 
minations of the Gentiles whom the Lord rooted out before the Childrefi of Israel. 
And he turned and built on the high places the altars which Hezekiah his father 
had pulled down, and raised pillars to Baalim, and made groves, and worshipped 
all the host of heaven and served them, and built an altar in the House of the 
Lord at Jerusalem, of which He had said, My name shall be there for ever. And 
he built an altar to all the stars of heaven in the two courts of the House of the 
‘Lord; and himself made his son to serve in the fire, in the land of Benonim, and 
he used signs, and made himself like an ass, and used magic, and set up diviners 
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and soothsayers, and wrought much evil in the sight of the Lord, to sin against 
him; and he set up the graven image and the molten image which he had 
made, in the House of the Lord; of which the Lord had said to David and 
to Solomon his son, In this House, and in Jerusalem, which I have chosen 
out of all the tribes of Israel, will I set my name for ever. And I will no 
more move the foot of Israel out of the land which I gave unto their fathers : 
only let them observe all that I have commanded them in my Law and my 
covenant and my judgments, by the hand of Moses. And Manasseh cor- 
rupted Judah, and them that dwelt in Jerusalem, to do evil above all the nations 
that the Lord had removed from before the face of the Children of Israel: 
and the Lord spake against Manasseh and against his people, but they hearkened 
not unto him. And the Lord sent against them the captains of the host of 
the king of Assyria; and they took Manasseh in bonds, and bound him in fetters, 
and led him away to Babylon. And when he was afflicted, he sought the face of 
the Lord his God, and humbled himself greatly before the face of the God of his 
fathers. , And Manasseh the son of king Hezekiah prayed, and said thus: 
O Lord, Ruler of the whole world, God of our fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 
and of all their offspring that are righteous, who didst make heaven and earth 
with all the host of them, who didst rebuke the sea with the voice of thy 
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commandment, who didst shut up the depths and seal them up fearfully, and that 
by thy glorious name; whom every thing feareth with trembling, quaking 
before the face of thy power, for there is no end of the greatness of thy glory ; 
fearful is the chastisement of thy wrath against sinners, but there is no number 
nor measure of the mercy of thy commandments, for thou alone art the Lord 
Most High. Thou art merciful, slow to anger, and of great compassion, and 
repentest thee toward the sins of men. And now, O Lord God of the righteous! 
for it is not for the righteous man that thou hast appointed repentance ; not for 
Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, who sinned not against thee; but turn thyself at 
the repentance of me a sinner, for my transgressions are more in number than 
the sand of the sea, and my sins are many! Neither am I worthy to look up- 
ward, and to behold the height of heaven, for the multitude of my transgressions. 
I have laboured in fetters of iron, that I might obtain for myself rest from sin ; 
and by this also I have not been refreshed: for I have stirred up thine anger, and 
have done evil before thee, while I observed vanities, and multiplied that which 
profited me not. And now I bow upon the knees of my heart, beseeching thy 
mercy. I have sinned, O Lord, I have sinned; and I confess my sin. I entreat 
and beseech thee, have mercy upon me, O Lord, have mercy upon me, and 
deliver me not up to my sin! And remember not my transgression against m 
for ever, neither take vengeance upon me in the depths of the earth! For thou, 
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O Lord, art the God of them that repent, and thy goodness shall be shewed 


upon me; inasmuch as when there was no worthiness in me, thou didst save me 
in the multitude of thy mercy. I will praise thee at all times, and all the days 
of my life; for all the host of heaven praise thee; and unto thee be glory for 
ever. Amen. 

And when the Lord saw that Manasseh repented of the evil of his doings that 
he had done in his foolishness, the Lord pardoned him, and heard his prayer, and 
answered the voice of his petition. And immediately a flame of fire shone round 
about him, and the bonds of his iron fetters were loosened. And afterward the 
Lord saved Manasseh from all his affliction, and brought him back to Jerusalem, 
into his kingdom. And Manasseh knew that the Lord was his God; and he served 
the Lord with all his heart, and with all his soul, all the days of his life; and 
he was numbered with the righteous. And afterward he put away the strange 
gods out of the House of the Lord, which were made with the hands of man. 
And he raised the wall very much, and appointed chiefs of the forces in all 
the provinces over the walls of Judah. And all the altars that he had built in 
the mountain of the House of the Lord, and in Jerusalem, he cast out of the 
city; and set up the altar of the Lord, and sacrificed sacrifices upon the altar of 
the Lord, and offered praise. And Manasseh spake unto Judah, to serve the 
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Lord God of Israel. And Manasseh slept with his fathérs in peace, and Amon 
his son reigned in his stead. And he did evil in the sight of the Lord, as 
Manasseh his father did, and he provoked the Lord God to anger. 

Behold then, ye have heard, O our children! how he served and sacrificed unto 
idols, and slew many without law; and the Lord God afflicted him for a little space. 
But when he repented, he forgave him his sin, and brought him back into his 
kingdom ; for the Lord receiveth the repentance of them that turn unto him, 
even so that he bringeth them back into their former honour. For there is no 
greater sin than the worshipping of idols; for that is rebellion against’‘the 
Lord; yet men are saved from it by true repentance. But if any man trans- 
gress and commit sin, and say in his heart, What will the Lord do unto me 
for this? such an one is rebellious before the Lord. For he doth not first try 
and examine himself, but walketh in his own will, and doeth the desire of his 
soul, and saith, This is good. He that doeth thus, and repenteth not, hath 
not forgiveness before the Lord. Now thus did Amon the son of Manasseh. 
For the Holy Scripture saith, And Amon conceived rebellion in his heart, and did 
evil before the Lord, as Manasseh his father did. And he multiplied proud words, 
and said, My father did much sin in his youth; but when he grew old he 
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turned and repented. And I also will do likewise, and will walk in my own 
will, and follow the desire of my soul; and when I am old, I will turn and repent 
before the Lord. Then Amon did evil before the Lord, and did evil exceedingly, 
above them that were before him. Then the Lord brought judgment upon him, 
and destroyed him from off the good land, and his servants set upon him and 
slew him in his house ; and the people of the land slew those that had set upon 
King Amon. And he reigned two years. 

Understand therefore, O ye people! and think not to do evil as Amon did, 
lest ye perish. And in like manner let the Bishop feed and convert the people, 
and teach and instruct them, and reprove them that have sinned, and heal them 
from their infirmities, and receive their repentance, as far as he can. But if he 
be without compassion, and receive not the repentance of sinners that turn unto 
the Lord, such an one is not worthy of esteem and honour, and shall be con- 
demned before the Lord his God. But if he receive the repentance of them 
that turn unto the Lord, he shall find compassion and mercy with the Lord God, 
who sent his only Son into the world; who was pleased to be born of a woman, 
and became man for our sakes, and endured suffering upon the cross, his side 
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being pierced unto death; who being God the Word, the Angel of the great 
and fearful counsel, took upon him our sicknesses and bare our sorrows, and by 
his wounds our wounds are healed: so let us also endure sorrow and affliction, 
and let us receive the repentance of those who have sinned. 

See now the mercy of the Lord toward Matthew, who was a publican; but 
when he turned unto Him, he made him an Evangelist. And Peter too, who 
denied him three times through fear, when he repented and wept bitterly, He 
received his repentance, and made him a shepherd of his sheep. And Paul our 
brother, who was before a persecutor, who blasphemed against the Holy Ghost, 
when he turned unto him, He made him an apostle. Unto the woman who was a 
sinner, who gave of her substance unto many, he said, Thy sins are forgiven thee. 
The other also, the adulteress, whom the priests placed before him, that they 
might try Jesus, He saved, and said unto her, Go, and henceforth sin not again. 

It is right that ye, O Bishops, should put your trust and hope in the Lord, our 
Lord and our Saviour, our God, and our King, even Jesus Christ, the Saviour 
of your souls. Draw near unto him in humility and gentleness; make peace 
without contention and anger; convert the sinners, raise the fallen; and return 
not evil for evil. And, moreover, be not railers, nor angry, nor blasphemous, 
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nor boasters, nor acceptors of persons, nor drinkers of much wine or strong 
drink ; nor dancers; nor thieves, nor murderers; nor receivers of bribes; neither 
seek glory from strange gods, but keep far from them ; for ye have been called 
to this work, that ye should serve the Lord. Thus let the life of the Bishop be, 
let his garments and his food be in moderation and purity, as much as is sufficient 
for him, that he transgress not after any other law. For he that laboureth is . 
worthy of his meat, even the tithes and first-fruits which they bring into the 
Church, according to the commandment of the Lord. The Bishop ought to give 
unto the afflicted, and the poor, and the widows and orphans, and to the needy 
and strangers who possess nothing, according to their wants. But if the Bishop 
give them not their due care, the Lord shall require it of him on their behalf; 
for he has power to appoint for every one, according as it is right. And ye 
who are ordained in the Church, if ye have need, take out of the store ; but if 
ye have not poverty, it is not right that ye should take from it. And if ye do 
thus, ye shall be saved before the Lord. But if the Bishops take for themselves 
alone, and are insatiable to devour, and lay up for themselves and give not -to 
the poor, for this cause the Lord shall call them to account, and they shall be 
clothed with reproach and dishonour. And therefore he saith, Ye have drunk 
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milk, and have clothed yourselves with wool, and have killed bulls; ye have not 


raised ‘that which was fallen, nor helped that which was lost. Must ye indeed 
live alone upon the earth? Therefore hath he commanded you in the Law, 
saying, Love your neighbour as yourselves. And moreover he saith, Thou shalt 
not muzzle the mouth of the ox, while he treadeth out the corn. And seek 
not ye to take any thing but that which is in proportion to your labour and toil, 
as it is right. For the holy threshing-floor is the Church of the Lord. And 
eat yé in it, as the Levites, who serve in the tabernacle of the covenant, which 
is the image of the Holy Church. 

It is right, then, that the priests should eat the offerings, with their wives and 
their sons and their daughters, when men have brought their offering unto the 
Lord, whether a vow that they have vowed, or fruits, or tithes, or sacrifices or 
oblation ; for they have no other occupation, nor any portion of land with the 
Children of Israel, but only to do the service of the tabernacle; for the offering 
that the people bring, that is the portion of the Levites. And now ye, O Bishops, 
are the similitude of the Priests and Levites, as those who were from the 
beginning. It is right that ye should entreat and pray for the people; for ye are 
ordained for the service of this Holy and Blessed Church, who stand before the 
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altars of the Lord our God, who offer up pure and reasonable sacrifices, without 
blood, unto Jesus Christ, the Great High Priest. For ye are prophets, and chiefs, 
and rulers, and kings, who have power over all the people that are under you. 
And you it becometh to preach and to speak, and to cause the people to hear the 
word of the Lord, and not to hide the keys of the teaching of wisdom and know- 
ledge. And if ye hide them, ye shall find condemnation, which is prepared for 
you with the Lord. But if ye preach and teach the people, ye shall find recom- 
pence and glory and favour with the Lord, because ye have endured patiently, 
and borne all the burden. And therefore shall ye find your hope fulfilled in 
every thing; for ye are become like Jesus Christ, who took upon him our sick- 
nesses, and bare our infirmities upon the cross. For, for our sake He was cruci- 
fied who had no sin: in like manner should ye also bear the sins of his people. 
For the prophet Isaiah saith concerning our Saviour, He took upon him our 
sicknesses, and bare our sorrows, and for our sakes he was afflicted. And again 
he saith, He was crucified for our sins, and was afflicted for our transgressions. 


In like manner should ye also save the people, as Christ saved you. Think not 
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that it is a light burden which the Bishops bear. As they bear a heavy burden, 
so shall they receive the first-fruits; and let them give thereof to the needy. 
For He will call you to account, with whom ye cannot strive nor contend. It is 
right, then, that they who serve the Holy Church should obtain their due care, 
and receive the offerings, even as the Priests and Levites, the ministers; as it 
is written in the Book of Numbers concerning the Priests: And the Lord said 
unto Aaron, Behold I have given unto you to keep all the first-fruits that they 
shall offer of all that is sanctified unto me by the Children of Israel; unto thee 
have I given it, until thou growest old; and after thee to thy children, by an 
ordinance for ever. And this shall be yours of their holy things which are sanc- 
tified, of the sacrifices, of all their offerings, and of all their sacrifices, and of 
their offerings of repentance, and of all their sin-offerings, and of all that they 
shall bring unto me of all their holy things, unto thee shall it be, and to thy 
children. In the most holy place eat ye it, let every male eat of it, thou and 
thy children; for it is holy unto thee. And this shall be yours of their first 
gifts, and of all that the Children of Israel shall offer; unto thee have I given 
it, and anto thy sons and thy daughters with thee, by an ordinance for ever. 


Every one that is clean in thy house shall eat of it. And the first-fruits of oil, 
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and all the first-fruits of wine and of wheat, all their first-fruits, and all that they 
shall offer unto the Lord, unto thee I have given it. And all the first-fruits that 
shall be in all their land, and all that they shall bring unto the Lord, unto thee 
have I given it; every one that is clean in thy house shall eat of it. Every thing 
that they shall consecrate among the Children of Israel, shall be thine. And every 
thing that openeth the womb, of all flesh, every thing that they shall bring unto 
the Lord, from man even unto beast, shall be thine; save those that shall be ran- 
somed with a ransom: even the first-born of men, and the firstling of unclean 
beasts, shall ye ransom. And the ransom shall be, for that which is a month old, 
the price of fifty shekels, according to the shekel of the holy things, which is 
twenty oboli. But the firstling of cows, and the firstling of sheep, and the firstling 
of goats, thou shalt not ransom, for they are holy; and thou shalt pour out their 
blood upon the altar, and their fat thou shalt make a sacrifice unto the Lord, for 
a sweet savour. And their flesh shall be for thee, as the breast which they offer 
and as the right shoulder, so shall every holy offering be thine, every thing that 
the Children of Israel shall separate unto the Lord. I have given it unto thee, 
and to thy sons and thy daughters with thee, by an everlasting law, and a perpetual 
ordinance, which shall be for ever before the Lord, and unto thy seed after thee. 
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VI. Concerning the duty of the people to bring offerings to the Church, according 
to their ability. 


Hear now also, ye people of the elect Church of God; for of old time the He- 
brews were called the People of the Lord, a holy people: and now ye are a chosen 
generation, your names are written in heaven for a kingdom and a priesthood ; 
ye are a holy people, a bride adorned for the Lord God, a glorious and faithful 
Church. Hear how it was ordered at the beginning what should be given to 
those who are ordained over the Church of Christ, even vows and first-fruits 
and tithes, for the salvation of men’s souls. 

The beginning of the name of Jesus is Iota, according to the number of the 
testimony of the Holy Church, the congregation of people which is founded 
upon Tota, which hath knowledge of the Law, and hath kept the faith, and 
believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, and hath guided men unto the knowledge of 
the word of Iota, and hath stood fast in the perfection of his glory. In old 
time they brought offerings, and sacrifices, and thank-offerings, and tithes and 
first-fruits, which was their oblation in those days. And now also let the Bishops 
and Priests offer up sacrifices and oblations to the Lord our God, the Lord Jesus 
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Christ, who died for us. He it is who appointed High-Priests, and Priests, 
and Deacons, and Sub-deacons, and Readers, and Singers, and Door-keepers, 
and Deaconesses; and moreover, widows, and virgins, and orphans; and over 
all these hath the Bishop authority, for he is the teacher and instructor of 
those who obey the Lord in the right faith, and for their sakes does he deliver 
the word. It is right that they should obey him, for he is the teacher of the 
Law to them all: and, moreover, he is their father, who hath begotten them by 
water and by the Spirit. For he is your ruler, and guide, and strength; and your 
God upon earth, under the true God; and it is right that ye should magnify him 
and glorify him, and others also who are like him; as the Lord spake by the mouth 
of David the Prophet, saying, I have said, ye are Gods, and all of you are children 
of the Most High. Speak not evil against the Gods, which are the Bishops; but let 
the Bishops sit first among you; for unto them is given glory and honour before 
the Lord God, that they may feed His people in peace. And let the Deacon 
minister in purity, without spot ; and let him do nothing without the authority of 


the Bishop, his father. Neither let the Deaconess do any thing without the 
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authority of the Deacon. And let not any other woman go to the Deacon, except 
in company with the Deaconess; and, in like manner, let no woman go to the 
Bishop, except in company with the Deacon. Honour therefore the Priests; for 
they admonish you and teach you the way of the Lord, and receive from them 
the word in the right faith. For He sent them that they should preach, and 
teach, and admonish, and baptize in the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Ghost, and that they should teach men to keep all things what- 
soever I have commanded them. And honour ye also the widows and orphans, 
as the Church; and virgins also, as the altar and the offering of incense. For, 
in old time, no one could offer sacrifice, unless he were of the Children of Levi; 
nor could any one of the people go in unto the altar, except with the Priest. And 
so ye also, do not ye any thing without the counsel of the Bishop; for he who 
doeth any thing without the authority of the Bishop, laboureth for nought, and 
his occupation is vain and without profit. As Saul offered up sacrifice without 
Samuel the Prophet, and heard a voice saying unto him, Thy sacrifice is vain ; 
in like manner, if one of the people do any thing without the Priest, it also is 


vain. Sa King Ozias also, when, not being a Priest, he performed the office of 
the priesthood, became a leper. And if there be any one of the people who 
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usurpeth the Priest’s office, and doeth not the commandments of the Lord, he 
shall not escape condemnation; for he hath taken an honour which hath not 
been given unto him, and hath insulted the priesthood; neither hath he been like 
unto Christ, who glorified not himself to be made a great High Priest, but endured 
patiently ; for he heard the voice of the Father, saying; The Lord sware, and 
repented not, Thou art a Priest for ever, after the order of Melchisedec. But if 
Christ glorified not himself, but his Father, who was equal with him, how then 
can he who is only a man take the honour of the priesthood to himself, if he 
who has authority over him have not given it to him? For the sons of Korah 
were of the tribe of Levi; yet when they rose up against Moses and Aaron, the fire 
devoured them, inasmuch as they sought to take what belonged not to them; and 
Dathan, and Abiram, and Korah, went down alive into the pit. The rod that 
budded destroyed the counsel of many foolish men, and he shewed by its means 
the great High Priest who was ordained before the Lord. It is fit then, Brethren, 
that ye should bring your offerings and incense to the Bishop, for he is the High 
Priest: your first-fruits and tithes, and all your vows, bring ye unto him, that 
he may give to every one their due care, even to the needy who have nothing. 
Let him set them in order as it is fitting, that no one take advantage of his neigh- 
bour in the receiving of alms. It behoveth the Bishop to take care of all the 
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poor, and examine into their lives, and know their condition. 

Moreover, when the faithful desire to call the poor and widows and orphans 
to a feast, as God, even our Lord, hath commanded, it is fitting that the Deacons 
should minister; and let them inquire into their lives, let them call them in, 
and place them each one in his seat, as is fitting. Let them divide portions unto 
them, and give thereof to the Shepherd also apart, for the honour of the Lord, 
seeing that the priesthood hath been given unto him. And when there hath 
been given unto the widows, then let the Deacons take thereof, two portions ; 
and so also the Priests, who watch, and teach the word of exhortation: let 
them receive double honour, for they are the apostles of the Lord Jesus Christ ; 
they are the counsellors of the Bishop, and the crown of the Church, who judge 
in it righteously. And let the Reader take one portion; and, in like manner, let 
the Singers and the Door-keepers receive, each one according to the ordinance 
of the Church. And let the people render unto each such honour as becometh 
him, and not overlook the Bishop, nor delay to give unto him; but let them send 
quickly to him, together with the ministers, the Deacons. Now it is fitting that 
the Deacons should report to the Bishop all the matters of the people, that he 
may command the people to do what is right. For, in old time, there was no 
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one who entered into the temple, or did any thing therein, but the Priest. The 
Prophet Malachi saith, For the lips of the priest keep counsel, and search out the 
‘Law. For they who serve idols, and do according to their own will, and make as 
though they were righteous, while they are polluted and their deeds are evil and 
they have no good work, though they make themselves like the Saints ;—men 
indeed, seeing their doings, will laugh at them and despise them—yet now even 
these cannot accomplish or do any thing without the counsel of the priests of their 
gods: but they lift up their eyes unto them, and listen to what their voice 
commandeth them, and do every thing that it saith to them; they give glory to 
the priests of their gods, and put confidence in them, and trust in their gods. 
But if these trust in things that have not life, and are subject to evil spirits in 
whom is no profit, and hope in vanity, while they make as though they were 
righteous, how then should we, who have received the grace of the Holy 
Spirit, and have enlightened faith, and a perfect hope, in which is no iniquity, 
which is not deceit—how ought we to trust in the preaching of the Gospel, which 
is full of glory, and without fear, that we may be pleasing unto the'Lord our 
God! For the ancient Fathers, and the Bishops, doubtless they are the mouth 
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of the Lord. They are the mouth of the Lord, in like manner as Aaron spake 
to Pharaoh while he wasa helper unto Moses. And for this cause he was called 
the God of Pharaoh, as a King and an High Priest ; as the Lord said to Moses, 
Behold I have made thee to be a God unto Pharaoh, and Aaron thy brother to be 
a Minister and Prophet. And how is it, then, that ye do not trust in them, 
seeing that they intercede for you, and deliver the word? Be subject to them; 
for they are Prophets and the Servants of the Lord; the Deacon after the simi- 
litude of Aaron, and the Bishop after the similitude of Moses. If, then, Moses 
was called a God before the Lord, it is right that ye also should honour the 
Bishops as the Lord, and the Deacon as a Prophet. As Christ did not any thing 
but by the Father, so also let not the Deacon do any thing without the counsel 
of the Bishop. The Son does nothing but by the Father: and as the Son is 
subject to his Father, so let the Deacon be subject to the Bishop. 


VII. That it is not lawful for the Deacon to do any thing but by authority 
of the Bishop. 
As the-Son is the good pleasure of the Father, and his Messenger of Counsel, 
and his Prophet, so the Deacon also is the Messenger and Prophet of the Bishop: 
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wherefore it is not nght that he should do any thing without the counsel of the 
Bishop. And if he give secretly to the needy without the knowledge of the 
Bishop, he causes him to be reproached, and occasions a charge against him of 
despising and neglecting the poor and needy and destitute and afflicted. But he 
who utters reproachful words, or doeth any thing evil against the Bishop, hath 
transgressed against the Lord; not understanding that which He hath said, Thou 
shalt not speak evil of the Ruler of thy People. For this law was not ordained 
with respect unto stocks and stones which the Gentiles worship, but for the sake 
of the Priests, the Teachers, and Wise Men. For unto them he said, Ye are 
Gods, and all of you are the children of the Most High. Understand then, 
O Deacon, if thou see a poor man, and he be ashamed to ask, tell the Bishop 
secretly concerning him; and reveal not nor tell to others his poverty, lest he be 
ashamed and murmur. But if thou reveal his secrets, thou bringest sorrow upon 
thy brother; and for his sake the Lord shall be angry with thee. And the Lord 
said unto them, Wherefore have ye not been ashamed to speak evil against my 
servant Moses? and the judgment of the wrath of the Lord came upon them. 
And Moses said unto them who murmured against him, And we, what are we ? 
in this your murmuring, it is not against me that ye murmur, but against your 
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Maker. And if any one say against one of the people, Thou fool! he shall be 
condemned ; for he hath blasphemed against the name of Christ. And if this be 
so, how then shall it be with them who blaspheme against the Bishop? For when 
he stretcheth out his hands upon any one, the Holy Spirit cometh down upon 
him: and by him ye are taught the spiritual covenant, and know the Lord, and 
have believed in Christ, by whom also ye are saved; and are anointed with 
the oil of joy, and with the holy unction, and become the children of light. For 
when the Bishop layeth his hands upon you in the holy baptism, the Lord sendeth 
His Holy Word upon you, which saith, Ye are my Children, and this day have I 
begotten you. Understand therefore, O man, that through the prayer of the 
Bishop thou wast called a Child of God. And now acknowledge this grace 

which is given thee ; and love him who hath loved thee and called thee into 
_ this glory and honour. Bow down unto him who is thy father, under God. For 
ye have heard the word which saith concerning those who have begotten you 
according to the flesh, Honour thy father and thy mother; and thereby thou 
shalt find good; and, He that speaketh evil against his father or his mother, let 
him die the death. But if these things be so, how is it that ye do not magnify 
and honour them who have begotten you again by water and by the Holy Spirit, 
who have fed you with spiritual milk, and nourished you by the word of exhor- 
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tation, and strengthened you by the Eucharist, and made you prepared to 
receive the holy flesh and the precious blood of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ?) These are they who have loosed you from the bonds of sin; and have 
made you partakers of the Holy Eucharist, and of the love of God, that ye 
should be partakers of the inheritance and joint-heirs with his Son. Fear them 
therefore, and honour them in every thing; for they have the grace of life from 
the Lord, that they may be judges over them that have transgressed, and may 
save them from the fire of hell, and absolve them that turn from their sins. 
It is right that ye should fear these as Princes and Rulers, and be obedient unto 
them as Kings, and receive them into your houses. Even as Samuel the Prophet 
gave commandment to the people concerning the King, in the First Book of 
Kings ; and moreover, Moses gave commandment concerning the Priests. And 
thus we also command you concerning the Bishops, that ye give them their due 
respect, as it is ordained. For in old time Moses and Samuel commanded the 
people to honour Kings and Priests, who minister for the affairs of this world ; 
but if this be so, much more is it fitting that ye should give their due respect and 
maintenance unto the Bishops and Priests, who watch and minister for your 
sakes, and are your guides unto the kingdom of Heaven. And if from the begin- 
ning Kings have raised armies to make war and fight, that they may defend and 
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save the bodies of men, how much more, then, are those worthy of honour who 
have received the ordination of the Priesthood from the Lord, who heal both soul 
and body from condemnation! For the soul is greater than the body, and the 
Priest’s office is greater than the King’s; for this is the office that bindeth those 
who deserve condemnation, and looseth those who seek forgiveness. And there- 
fore it is right that ye should love the Bishop as a Father, and fear him as a King, 
and trust in him asin the Lord. Bring unto him your fruits of the earth, and 
the labour of your hands, and your first-fruits and tithes and oblations, and the 
first of corn and wine, and oil, and wool. And then shall he give a blessing 
upon you, that your offering may be well-pleasing and accepted, as incense of 
a sweet savour before the Lord your God; and the Lord shall bless the works of 
your hands, and multiply the good fruits of your land; for the Lord giveth his 
blessing upon the heads of the righteous who shew mercy. 

Behold, then, and know that the Lord hath delivered us from the curse of the 
Law, and brought us into life, while we were scattered and lost as sheep that have 
no shepherd, and as the brute beast that cannot reason. He hath turned us from 
our sins, and cleansed us from our transgressions, and commanded us to bring 
our oblations to the Priests, and to give alms to the poor who have nothing. 
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For our Lord saith in the Gospel, Except your righteousness exceed that of the 
Scribes and Pharisees, ye cannot enter into the kingdom of God. Let it then 
be your care to give to the Pnests and widows and orphans; as it is written, 
saying, He hath dispersed and given to the poor, and his righteousness remaineth 
for ever; for by righteousness and uprightness and mercy sin is pardoned, for a 
pure and blessed soul pleaseth the Lord. Do then righteousness thus, as the 
Lord hath commanded; give to the Priests, as is fitting, the first-fruits of thy 
wine-press and of thy threshing-floor; for they have power to give to every 
one that is in need, and they have authority over every matter of the Church. 
Resist not therefore the Bishops, in any of their doings; saying, When did he do 
it? or, To whom did he give? or, When did he spend this? and, Where did he 
receive that ? nor judge whether he do what is good or evil, whether with justice 
or without justice : for the Lord God shall call them to account for these things, 
who hath given them the office of the priesthood, and hath granted unto them 
a higher degree. 

But do thou set the fear of the Lord before thine eyes; and remember 
always the word that saith, Love the Lord thy God with all thy heart and with 
all thy mind and with all thy strength, and follow not the way which leadeth unto 
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other gods, nor any thing like unto them, who have not life; neither follow the 
doctrine of devils, nor any other devices, which Christ hath not commanded. 
But do thou seek unto the reading of the Scriptures, which are the Law of God ; 
and cease not from the reading of the Scriptures at every opportunity. And 
put away from thee all evil which opposeth itself, which is not commanded in the 
Law, mocking, and anger. But honour thy father and thy mother who begat 
thee according to the flesh, and love thy neighbour as thyself, and be a guide to 
the poor; and keep far from a false oath, which is without profit. But keep not 
thou far from the Church of Christ; go early unto it at all times; and worship 
humbly at all times with the watchful, who sleep not day nor night, who give 
thanks unto the Lord for life, and for ail that he has bestowed upon them. Live, 
then, by labour, and the work of thine hands; and offer unto the Lord of that 
which thou hast, according to thine ability; and be a friend of the poor, and 
obtain possession of the kingdom of Heaven, where there is neither moth nor 
rust, and where the thief doth not find. And if thou wilt save thyself, strive not 
in judgment with the Bishop, nor with him who is of the people, thy brother, 
nor with thy companion, wrongfully: but if thou strive with them wrongfully, 
thou hast drawn thyself into injustice and sin, seeing that no man hath appointed 
thee to this office, for judgment was given to the Priests, and not to him who is 
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of the people. For the Lord saith, Judge in righteousness and justice; be of 
understanding, and give judgment unto every man with discernment. But ye, 
O people, it is not permitted unto you to judge any man. For he saith to them 
who have not the ordination of the priesthood, Judge not, for your judgment 
shall not be accepted. But let the Bishop judge in righteousness; as it is written, 
saying, Judge the poor and the fatherless, and do right to him that is wronged, 
and to the poor; and save the desolate and needy. And moreover he saith, 
Why do ye not judge between yourselves in justice and righteousness ? 


VIII. That it is the duty of the Bishop to try and inquire inio every matter in 
justice and uprightness. 


‘Be ye therefore pure, as the Fathers of old, good and wise and faithful; and 
put away from you the evil law and the corrupt custom. But choose for your- 
selves the way of life. It is the duty of the Bishop to walk in this right way, 
and to depart from every evil work, and to do good; and to heal also the poor 
who have need of repentance, and to cast out them that refuse to turn. For there 
are that make pretences, and use lying devices, and bring accusations through 
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envy and malice; as did the two Elders against Susanna in Babylon, and as the 
Egyptian woman did against Joseph. But thou, O man of God, do not as these 
do; but be good and merciful, and receive them that repent. Favour not the 
sinner, neither slay the just. For he that receiveth not the penitent, nor restoreth 
the sinners, he is a Father of wrath, and bringeth. not peace. And where 
wrath is, there the Lord dwelleth not; but wrath is the companion of Satan, 
who walketh about among false brethren, who hath no peace, and stirreth up 
contention in the Church. Understand therefore, and follow not the way of 
fools, who rejoice in evil; neither hear ye their voice in that which is evil, but 
keep yourselves from them; for they have no fear of God before their eyes, but 
only revenge and envy. For evil men accuse the good, in whom there is no 
fault; and bring upon them an evil report, and bring them down into great 
affliction and tribulation. But thou, O Bishop, understand, and inquire of those 
who come to thee to tell their cause; and judge between them with wisdom, 
discerning how and what the matter is, And if a man be found to have trans- 
gressed, reprove him, as the Lord hath commanded; take him with thee alone, 


and exhort him to turn to repentance. And if he refuse, take with thee one or 
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two, and tell him of his negligence and folly, and teach him in meekness and 
wisdom; and say unto him, Wisdom dwelleth in the heart of the good, and 
maketh her rest in the bosom of the instructors. And if he hear the word of 
you three, he hath saved himself, and gained his soul. But if he refuse to hear, 
tell it to the Church; and if he refuse to hear the Church, let him be unto 
thee as a Gentile, a heathen and a publican. Receive him not, neither bring him 
into the Church; nor number him with the Christian people. But as for those 
who repent of their sins, and turn to our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the Living 
God, He will receive their repentance. 

Behold, I, Matthew, one of the Twelve, declare unto you the doctrine of this 
Didascalia, who was before a publican, but when I repented and believed with a 
right faith, I became an Apostle, and a preacher of the word of the Holy Gospel; 
for by faith shall a man be saved. And thus Zaccheeus also, who was before a 
publican, when he returned and prayed unto the Lord, he received his repentance, 
and despised him not. And so with those soldiers and publicans who entered 
into the Church, and heard the word of repentance from John the Baptist, after 
their baptism he saith unto them, Do no more than that which is commanded 
you. Be not heavy upon your brethren, nor upon the heathen that turn to the 
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Lord, lest they rebel against the faith, Thus we command you: Them that 
return unto the Lord bring into the Church, that they may hear the voice of the 
Scriptures, and bring forth fruits meet for repentance; that they despise not 
instruction. But stand ye not together with them in prayer; but let them put 
them forth, after the reading of the Scriptures of the Law, the Prophets, and the 
Gospel. And then let them stand at all times prepared to worship in the Church, 
that others seeing them may fear, and receive instruction and learn godliness. 

O Bishop, help the sinners, and strengthen them by the word of the Lord ; 
and despise them not, neither refuse to eat with sinners and publicans. For 
when the Pharisees said to His disciples, Wherefore doth your master eat with 
sinners and publicans? he answered and said unto them, The sick need the phy- 
sician, and not they that are whole: I came not to call the righteous, but sinners 
to repentance. And for this cause it is right that thou shouldst visit them and 
comfort them, and eat with them in love; and shouldst be careful for their sal- 
vation, and help them, and say unto them, Be strong, and clap your hands, and 
dance with your feet. It behoveth you, therefore, to comfort them that are 


sorrowful in heart, and bear patiently with them that are angry, that they turn 
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not again unto folly: for the angry man is ever a fool. 

But if any man turn, and shew the fruit of repentance, straightway receive him ; 
as it was with the prodigal son, who spent all his father’s substance in riotous 
living. And he consumed all his substance. And there came a great famine in 
that land, and he began to be in want; and he went and joined himself to one 
of the men of that country. And he sent him to his farm-yard to feed swine ; 
and he desired to fill himself with the husks which the swine did eat; and 
no man gave unto him. And he thought in his heart, and said, How many 
servants of my father have bread enough and to spare, and I die of hunger in 
this place! I will arise and go unto my Father, and will say unto him, Father, 
I have sinned against heaven and before thee, and am not worthy to be called thy 
son: make me as one of thy servants. And he arose, and went to his Father. 
And his Father saw him afar off, and had compassion upon him, and ran, and 
fell on his neck, and kissed him. And his son said unto him, I have sinned 
against heaven and before thee, and am not worthy to be called thy son. And 
his Father said unto his servants, Bring out quickly the best garments, and put 
them on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet ; and bring out 
the fatted calf, and kill, and let us eat and make merry: for this my son was 
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dead and is alive again, was lost and is found. Do thus, O Bishop, when the new 
Converts are baptized, and receive them, and lay thy hands upon them and over 
them, for they are purified by repentance; and, after that thou hast prayed over 
them, baptize them, and bring them into the good flock. For when the Bishop 
layeth his hand upon them, they receive the Holy Spirit from our Lord Jesus 
Christ. And if there be one of the believing brethren that asketh thee, and 
saith unto thee, Wherefore hast thou slain the sinner? shouldst not thou rejoice 
with him, and say unto him, For this thy brother was dead and is alive again, 
was lost and is found? For the Lord is merciful, and pardoneth the sin of him 
that hath transgressed, when he repenteth and doeth that which is right. Hear 
what David did, when he sinned concerning the wife of Uriah. After he had 
confessed his transgression, he repented, and said, Turn thy face from my sin, 
O Lord, and blot out all my transgressions! Create in me a clean heart, O Lord, 
and renew a right spirit within me! Cast me not out from before thy face, and 
take not away thy Holy Spirit from me! Restore unto me thy joy and thy salva- 
tion, and strengthen me with thy powerful spirit! And thou too, O Bishop, heal 
them as a wise physician, and as a faithful friend who anxiously seeketh the 


salvation of his neighbour: so also do thou help them, and save them, and 
‘ 
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heal from the wounds of sin those who turn unto the Lord, that they may 
be saved from condemnation. And if their disorder be great, give them the 
remedy which blotteth out iniquity ; and anoint them with the ointment of life, 
that destroyeth the poison of the disease, that is, prayer and fasting: and bind 
up the deformity of those whose limbs are broken, by entreaty and supplication. 
And if, though thou hast done all this, thou be not yet able to heal them, be not 
against them as a saw which cutteth asunder, and as a hatchet which breaketh 
in pieces, but as a wise physician, who cutteth gently with the lancet and driveth 
out the uncleanness of the disorder which is concealed within, and so shall all 
the body be made whole. But if thou see a deceitful and talkative man, who 
refuseth to return unto repentance, but liveth in folly and error, cut him off from 
the Church. For He hath said, Put away evil from amongst you. It is right 
that thou shouldst reprove him, but account him not as thine enemy, for he is 
one of thy members. And respect not persons in judgment, neither favour the 
rich or the poor. | 

For ye, O Shepherds of the sheep, and Deacons, must not hear the word of 
falsehood and accusation against a man that is innocent, in whom is no trans- 
gression, to put him out of the Church, devising that ye may receive gifts, and 
respecting persons: for those who do thus are companions of the Devil. Know, 
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then, that ye shall be recompensed for this before the judgment-seat of God ; for it 


is written, saying, Thou shalt not slay the righteous with the wicked, neither shalt 
thou receive a bribe to destroy life: for a bribe blindeth the eyes of the wise, and 
perverteth the word of justice. Neither honour thou the transgressor for the 
sake of a gift, nor change right for wrong; but keep thyself, and do not any 
such thing. Judge not unrighteously, neither be partaker with the workers of 
iniquity ; for it is said by the Prophet Esaias, Woe unto them that call good evil, 
and evil good, who call light darkness and darkness light, who call sweet bitter 
and bitter sweet! Woe unto them who are wise to do evil, and say, We are wise ! 
And if ye pervert judgment by iniquity, know that ye shall bring upon yourselves 
condemnation. For our Lord saith, As ye have judged, so shall ye be judged; and 
with the measure by which ye measure, shall it be measured unto you. But if 


ye understand and inquire into the word of judgment, ye will discern the evil, 
and the false, and the calumniators, who slay their neighbours by unjust accusa- 


tions. These are they that bring in contention, and observe words of vanity, and 

make a snare for themselves by the words of their lips: those that do thus, drive 

ye far from the Church, that they pollute not the Church of God. But if they 
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turn and repent and leave their wickedness, and do that which is right, let them 
be received, to enter into the Church; for they have received the body of 
Christ. But if a man be born having a superfluity in his members, will he 
not cut off the superfluous member, lest it be a reproach upon him? And in 
like manner, ye, the shepherds of the sheep, drive out of the Church of the 
Lord the apostates and heretics; for it is a reproach, if those live among you 
who believe not in our Lord Jesus Christ. Cut them off for ever from the 
Church: for ye are truly members of Christ, and sons of the Church. But if 
there be found among you a superfluous member, who deviseth evil, and walketh 
up and down among you, and bringeth in murder and slander and blasphemy, 
he, who doeth thus, hath perfected all the devices of Satan, and blasphemed 
against the Church. Those who do thus, drive ye out; and let them be cast 
forth from the Church, and be recompensed according to their works, and be 
cut off for ever from the people of the Lord. And when ye do thus, behold, 
the Church of God is beautified; for the evil member is gone out of her which 
dwelt in her and disturbed her. These are the destroyers, the haters of that 
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which is good, the lovers of wealth and vain-glory, who are wise to do evil, and 
scatter the sheep of the flock of Christ. 

It behoveth Bishops to judge the people in righteousness; for the Lord saith, 
If ye walk in a crooked way, I also will walk with you in a crooked way. More- 
over he saith in a certain place, With the just thou wilt be just, and with the 
pure man thou wilt be pure; and with the excellent thou wilt be excellent, and 
with the froward thou wilt be froward. Walk then in the way of purity, that 
thou mayest find glory and favour with tfe Lord. Be of one mind, and love 
one another. And ye also, O Bishops, feed the people diligently with one mind, 
in unity, that ye may praise the Lord in one faith. Be then one body and one 
spirit, and one faith, as the Lord hath given you grace. It is right that the 
Deacon should tell the Bishop every thing that hath been done; as Christ also 
did not any thing, but by the Father : for there is one will of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Ghost. And when the Deacon hath received ordination 
from the Bishop, let him be as an ear and an eye and a mouth to the Bishop, 
and tell the Bishop the matters of the people, as is fitting; even as Jethro told 
Moses the Prophet, and he received his word. This is an honour which becometh 
a Christian people. Let not him who is of the people judge, neither the Rulers, 
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but those only who are ordained over the*Church. For Satan bringeth a 
snare upon the servants of the Lord from the unbelievers, and teacheth them 
reproaches and blasphemies. Is there not_a man of understanding among 
us, who can judge between us with justice? Suffer not then the heathen to 
know your hidden secrets; neither receive the testimony against you of those 
who believe not, but keep that which hath been given to you. For He saith, 
Give unto Cesar the things that are Cesar’s, and unto God the things that are 
God’s. But if thou hast a debt to pay, delay not to give it, saying, I will pay 
it to my brother who is a believer, but to him who believeth not, I will not pay 
it: but do as did our Lord, when he paid tribute. And ye, O servants of the 
Lord, keep the commandments of Christ; and if ye see among the brethren a 
contention or dispute, bring word concerning them to those who are ordained. 
If they be men of evil habits, and makers of strife, and haters of that which is 
good, and walk not in the right way, them that are such reprove, and put them 
to shame. But if they repent, receive them. And if ye do thus, ye have made 
peace between brethren, and have saved them from sin. It behoveth you also to 
overlook and forgive the trespasses of your neighbour; as the Lord commanded 
Peter, when he said unto him, If my neighbour sin against me, how often shall 
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I forgive him? seven times? And Jesus said unto him, I say not unto thee 
seven times, but even seventy times seven. Thus then the Lord willeth that his 
disciples should do, and that they should never suffer revenge to dwell in their 
hearts, nor anger, nor evil desires; but that they should make peace between 
brethren, that they may live in one mind: for he saith, Blessed are the peace- 
makers, for they shall be called the sons of God. 

Moreover, it is not fitting on the Sabbath to make debates, but rather peace : 
let judgment therefore be given on other days. And it is right, O ye Bishops, 
that the Priests and Deacons should sit with you in judgment: and judge ye not 
with partiality, and accepting of persons ; but judge in righteousness and truth, 
as the servants of the Lord. And if there be any one who hath a controversy 
with his neighbour, let them come both of them together, and stand in the 
court; as it is written in the Law, Judge ye between them in righteousness and 
truth. And take heed, and quickly reconcile them, and make peace between 
them, before the judgment of death proceed from the Bishop upon him that hath 
transgressed. For with you, in the court of judgment, sitteth Christ, the Son of 
God. And if any man say, Such an one hath blasphemed the name of the 
Lord, and walketh not in the right way, be not hasty to give judgment against the 
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one, without his neighbour’s appearing also. And when they are come together, 
judge between them. For the judgment that cometh forth from you leadeth on the 
one hand unto life; and on the other, it leadeth unto condemnation. For our 
Lord saith, Follow righteousness and truth. And he whose sin becomes known, 
and who is justly brought up to judgment, shall be driven far from everlasting 
life, and shall not see the glory of the Lord, but shall be made ashamed before 
the Saints. But if ye judge with iniquity, ye shall find condemnation, and shall 
be recompensed before the Lord according to your deeds; as the Lord recom- 
pensed unto the two Elders who spake falsely against Susanna. Take heed, 
then, of speaking falsely; for he that speaketh falsely shall have great condem- 
nation. Be not as the men who transgressed the Law, who spake falsely against 
Naboth in Samaria; and as the Council of the Jews, who spake falsely against 
our Lord in Jerusalem; and as those who spake falsely against Stephen, the 
first martyr. They that bear witness then must be meek men, in whom is no 
anger, pure, good, loving the Lord, humble, faithful, worshippers of the Lord, 
men without evil. Those who are of this sort are worthy to bear witness, being 
pure, without evil or stain; and inquire thou diligently into their testimony. 
But as for those who live not thus, receive not their testimony. And if many 
false witnesses agree in one counsel, yet hear not their voice; for he saith, Let 
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me not be joined unto their bloody assembly. And, moreover, it is commanded 
in the Law, Receive not a false accusation, neither sit with him who doeth 
unjustly, lest thou become an unjust witness; and, Join not thyself with a multi- 
tude to do iniquity. And when a man cometh before you in judgment, inquire 
into his manner of life, and what are his disposition and habits; and if ye find 
witnesses concerning him, that there is no depravedness in him, but that he 
followeth after righteousness, that he loveth the Lord, receiveth strangers, loveth 
the poor, is a lover of the brethren, one that loveth not gain, no extortioner, no 
drunkard, nor idle, a merciful man, who openeth not his hand for oppression ; 
him whose doings are thus, judge ye in righteousness and truth. But him that 
speaketh falsely against his neighbour reprove, for he is the murderer of his 
brother; that others seeing it, may fear, and not follow his way. And if there 
be any man whose transgression is made known in the judgment, reprove him, 
and put him to shame. As we have said before, if any man bring a charge against 
another, give not judgment for the one without their being both together in the 
court. But if ye judge for the one wrongfully, without the other’s standing up in 
the court of judgment, ye are become speakers of that which is false ; as the Priests 


who spake falsely against Susanna in Babylon, and brought her down into the 
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court of controversy, unto the judgment of death. And ye in like manner, if ye 
judge not in justice and righteousness, shall find condemnation, and the punish- 
ment of the wrath of the Lord shall come upon you. But if ye judge in nghte- 
ousness and justice, ye shall find a good recompence, and life everlasting. 

Take heed, then, beloved brethren; do that which is good at all times, that 
ye may find glory before the Lord, with the Holy Fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven, in life everlasting; for that is right before the 
Lord. Judge in righteousness and peace, without anger. For he that maketh 
his neighbour angry without a cause, shall have his portion in hell. For he 
saith, Before the sun go down, cool your wrath, and give not place to the 
Devil. And again David saith, Be angry and sin not; have love among one 
another. Remove evil from your hearts, and let peace be among you; and hear 
what our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ said and taught in the Holy Gospel: 
When thou bringest thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that thy brother 
hath aught against thee, leave there thy offering before the altar, and go, first be 
reconciled with thy brother, and then return and offer thy gift. The offering of 
the Lord is a meek heart and humble spirit, prayer, and thanksgiving; but if thou 
hast made thy neighbour angry and grieved his heart, the Lord will not receive 
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thy offering and prayer. It is right, O beloved brethren, that ye should offer 
prayer and supplication at all times, and tell all your petitions to the Lord, that he 
may remove from you indignation and anger. Praise the Lord at all times, 
always, in every season; and make mention of His name, which is Most High, 
that he may take away from you hatred and anger and revenge, that ye may be 
able to pray with a pure heart, without iniquity; for the Lord hath commanded 
us to love our enemies, and much more then our friends. And again he saith, 
Hate no man, but reprove some, and instruct; neither hate thy brother with thy 
whole heart, nor hear an accusation against him, lest thou be offended concerning 
him. Oppress not the stranger that dwelleth with thee; for thou also wast a 
stranger in the land of Egypt : neither hate the Edomite, for he is thy brother. 
And David also saith, If I have repaid them that have requited me evil, let my 
enemies cause me to fall down naked. 


IX. That Christians ought to forgive the trespasses of their neighbours, and 
not let revenge dwell in their hearts, nor think evil. 
If ye will be Christians in truth, walk in the way of the Lord, and loose 
every bond of sin; for the Saviour hath commanded you to forgive the trespasses 
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of your neighbours, even unto seventy times seven. And if ye will not forgive 
them, hear what Jeremiah the Prophet saith. Moreover, if thou hast thought 
evil in thine heart, and hast kept hatred, and judged in anger, thy prayer cannot 
ascend unto the Lord; for thou hast not done the commandments of the Lord, 
inasmuch as thou hast not forgiven the trespasses of thy brother four hundred and 
ninety times. Be therefore slow to anger and of much compassion, that thou 
mayest save thyself. And if thou do thus, thou shalt be the child of thy Father 
which is in heaven; and when thou entreatest him, he shall hear thy prayer, as a 
faithful friend. Wherefore, O Bishops, when ye are gathered together for prayer 
and praise and worship, and hearing the reading of the word of exhortation from 
the Holy Scriptures, let the Deacon stand in the midst of you, crying out with a 
loud voice, and saying, If there be in the heart of any man revenge or envy or 
deceit, or any malice, let him speedily be reconciled: and then the Lord shall 
receive their prayer. And when ye enter into an house, say thus, The peace of 
the Lord be in this house! and if the son of peace be there, your peace shall rest 
upon it. As it is written, He is peace to them that are afar off, and salvation to 
them that are nigh; even to the people that believe in Christ, It behoveth 
all that enter into the Church of the Lord to ask of him to send His mercy 
and peace upon the people. | 
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X. It is the duty of Bishops to be peace-makers, merciful, pardoning him who 
hath transgressed against them, and that they should receive the repentance of 
those who return unto the Lord: and if they do not thus, they shall not be called 
Bishops, but they shall be called evil-doers. 


If the Bishop pray for peace upon others, how then shall he himself not be 
peaceable, that he may be called a Son of peace? For if he himself have not 
peace, how can he give peace to others? Wherefore it is requisite, before all 
things, that he be peaceable, without malice or hatred; but in love and peace let 
him reconcile and feed the sheep of Christ ; yea moreover let him watch over 
them as a faithful friend, that they may be saved together, and become one flock. 
But evil men, who do iniquity and bring in hatred and disturbance, are far from 
the Lord. For the Lord is a God of mercy, who desireth to gather in men 
unto repentance, by the teaching of the just, even of all the generations of the 
Prophets. For before the Flood, the people lived walking according to the exhor- 
tations of Abel, and Seth, and Enoch, who was taken up into heaven. And them 
that were after the Flood, Noah taught; and them of Sodom, Lot taught, the hos- 
pitable entertainer of strangers. And after Lot were Melchisedec, the Patriarchs, 
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and Job, the lover of the Lord. The Egyptians and the Children of Israel were 
taught by the commands of Moses, and Joshua the son of Nun, and Caleb, and 
Phinehas, and those that came after them; and after the Law, by the reproofs 
of Angels and Prophets; and after these was our Lord, who was made man of 
the Holy Virgin Mary. For after John the Baptist had been put in prison, he 
preached, saying, Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. And after that 
he had suffered on the Cross, he commanded us, even us the twelve Apostles, to 
preach, together with our good brother Paul. We are they who have received this 
grace of God, that we should be witnesses for his Son our Lord Jesus Christ. And 
with us, moreover, are James the brother of the Lord, and the seven Deacons. We 
have heard from the mouth of our Lord the word of life, and we believe and know 
that he is Jesus the Christ, in whom the Father is well pleased. We declare unto 
you perfectly that which we have heard from him, that none may perish. To him 
let us offer praises with one voice, that we may obtain life everlasting. And thus 
the Lord hath commanded us, when we pray to the Father, saying, Thy will be 
done, as in heaven, so in earth. As all the hosts of heavenly and spiritual beings 
sing praises, so let every creature on earth praise the one God, through his only 
Son, our Lord God and Saviour, Jesus Christ. This is his will, that we should 
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praise him and bless him with one mind, and worship him with one spirit; for 
it is the will of Christ, that those who are saved should be multiplied, and that 
not one of them should perish, nor the Church be diminished. Slay not the 
soul which hath been made alive through repentance; for it hath been saved from 
indignation and wrath: but do ye, in goodness and patience, fulfil all the words 
of Scripture. But if thou scatter the sheep of the flock of Christ, thou art 
become an enemy of Christ. Destroy not the lambs, which Christ feedeth. Take 
heed therefore, O Bishop, lest through thy means the sheep of Christ’s flock 
be scattered, whom we have gathered together by the preaching of tongues 
from every quarter, by toil and labour and sorrow, by watching, by hunger and 
thirst, by labour in journeyings, by persecution, and affliction, and imprisonment. 
Behold, thus have we done the will of the Lord; and have filled His vineyard, 
which is the Holy Congregation, the Church of the Lord. Let them that 
are called into it rejoice and be glad, praising and blessing the Lord, even they 


_ that are called unto life everlasting. And ye, O people, keep among you love 


and peace, that ye may go unto the House of the Lord with one heart: and for 
this ye shall find great and good recompence from the Lord. 
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But thou, O Bishop, be without spot, and do not that which is not fitting ; 
and be not angry, nor deceitful, nor of an evil disposition ; but be an instructor, 
a helper of them that perish, counselling that which is good; and confirm the 
people, as aman of God. And when ye are gathered together in the church, 
command them to walk in the right way, as a wise ship-master. And command 
the Deacons to be as the sailors; and let them cause the brethren to sit each one 
in his place, as it is fitting, in righteousness and purity; for they are together 
with you in one ship. Let then the length of the church be towards the east; 
and let there be two porches in its sides, after the likeness of a ship; and let the 
throne of the Bishop be set in the midst. And then let the Priests sit on his 
right-hand and on his left; and the Deacons stand ready to minister, having 
their garments girt up, as sailors. But let the people sit in their places, with 
fear and trembling; and in like manner let the women sit by themselves in 


silence. And let the Reader stand up in a high place, and read the Books of 
Moses, and of Joshua the son of Nun, and of the Judges, and the Kings and 
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Chronicles, and the wmitings after the Captivity, after the return from Babylon, 
Job also, and Solomon, and the Fifteen Prophets. And then let them read in 
the Scriptures by two; and let one rise up and sing praises in the words of 
David, and let the people answer in praises. Then let them read the Acts of the 
Apostles, and the Epistles of Paul, our beloved fellow-labourer, which he wrote and 
mnt to all the Churches, by the help of the Holy:Spirit. And after this, let the 
, ie or Deacon read the Gospel, which we have given you, even I Matthew, and 
John, or that which Luke and Mark have set forth, the fellow-labourers with Paul, 
even that which they have set in order for you. And when he stands up, while 
the Gospel is read, let the Priests and Deacons and all the people stand up with 
great fear. For it is written, Be silent, O Israel, and hear! And then let the 
Priests stand up one by one and confirm the people; and afterwards the 
Bishop, that he may save them by an exhortation. Let the door-keepers stand 
where the men come in, and put them in their places; and so let the Dea- 
conesses likewise make the women stand in their places. And if any be found 
standing in places which are not their own, let the Deacons put them to shame, 
and bring them back to their places: for the Deacons are as the sailors, and 
the church as a ship. Yet is it not a ship, but a flock of sheep. But the 
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shepherds separate the sheep from the goats, and place them each according 
to their kind, and on their own side. And thus let the people also, when they 
meet in the church, be placed together according to their class. Let the 
young men stand by themselves; but if there be not room to contain ‘them, 
let them stand with the rest of the people. And let the old men also stand by 
themselves; but let the children be placed before their fathers, who may take 
them under their care. And let the young women also be set by themselves ; 
but if there be not room, let them stand behind the married women. And let 
those that have husbands and children be by themselves. It is the duty of the 
Deacon to arrange them one by one; that no one trespass into. the seat of his 
neighbour. And let him mark carefully the manners and behaviour of the 
people in the church, that they may not sleep, nor neglect to pray; but let him 
keep watch over them; and if any be found laughing or talking foolishly, let him 
reprove them, and cause them to be silent. It behoveth us then to stand in the 
church with fear and trembling, and to set our thoughts upon hearing the word 
of the Scriptures. And when he who speaks to the Catechumens cries aloud, 
let the teachers, and those who are under penance, and all the people, rise up and 
look towards the east, and pray unto the Lord, who is in every place, that He 
would bring them into the former place, into the Garden of joy, from whence 
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the first man was cast forth, when he consented to the counsel of the serpent, and 
transgressed the commandment of the Lord. And afterwards let the Priest arise ; 
and let them offer up a sacrifice unto the Lord with fear and trembling. And 
then let the Deacons arise, and command them to be silent; and let the Deacon 
who stands with the Bishop say thus to the people, that no man let revenge 
dwell in his heart, unto hatred or envy against his neighbour. And then let 
the people salute one another with a holy kiss; and in like manner let the;women 
also salute each other: but salute not one another deceitfully, as Judas Iscariot, 
who kissed our Lord. And afterwards let the Deacon pray and make supplica- 
tion for all that are in the church, for the fruits of the earth, and for the 
King, and for the Priests, for the Rulers and Chief Priests, and for peace upon 
the Holy Apostolic Church. And after this, let the Chief Priest pray and offer 
supplication that peace may be upon the people. And then let him bless them, as 
Moses commanded that the Priests should bless the people, saying thus, The Lord 
bless thee and keep thee, and make his face to shine upon thee, and save thee, and 
give thee peace, and have mercy upon thee! And after this let the Bishop pray, 
and say, Save thy people, and bless thine inheritance! feed them, and lift them up 


for ever! for it is thy Holy Church, which thou hast purchased by thy name, and 
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redeemed by thy blood, by our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath called her to 
be an assembly of Kings and Priests, a pure generation, a holy people! And 
after that the Priests have taken into their hands the Mysteries, let them take 
heed that none enter who are not believers. And then let the people stand 
up, and let the women also, by themselves, veil their heads, and let them stretch 
out their hands, and pray for pardon, and receive His flesh and precious blood. 
And if any brother or sister come from a distant place, let the Deacon inquire into 
their lives, and understand their faith. And if they have the true tokens of faith, 
let him receive them to enter into the church. But if they be unsound in the 
faith, let him not receive them to enterin. And if a Priest come from a place afar 
off, let the Priests receive him, and in like manner let it be done with the Dea- 
cons. And if a Bishop come, a stranger, let the Bishop, who is in the same station, 
receive him, and let him sit with him, and let him give him honour. And then 
let them request him to teach, and reprove, and exhort, and comfort them; for 
He saith, A Prophet is without honour in his own country. Entreat him there- 
fore that he offer up the sacrifice. And if, through fear, he will not offer up the 
sacrifice, let them entreat him the more earnestly to give at least a blessing to 
the people. And if any man come unto thee, whether a stranger or one of the 
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men of the place, clothed in a goodly robe, full of grace and dignity, do thou, O 
Bishop, proclaim unto him the word of the Lord. And while thou hearest them 
singing and reading the Scriptures, neglect not thy ministry and the work of thine 
hands. It is night that the brethren should receive strangers, and magnify and 
honour them. And if there be any haughty man, who honoureth not the 
stranger, let the Deacon, when he cometh, rebuke him, and place him behind the 
rest of the people, that others, seeing him, may fear. And if there come unto you 
a poor man, whether old or young, let the Deacon receive such with a joyful 
heart, and put each one in his own place, as it is fitting: let there be no respect 
of persons, but let your service be that which is pleasing unto the Lord. And let 

the Deaconess also do likewise with the women, with the rich and the poor. 
Exhort thy people, O Bishop, and command them to come to the church day 
and night, and never to be away from it, and that the people in it be not dimi- 
nished in number, for they are the members of Christ. And it is not concerning 
the Priests alone that we say this, but concerning all the people, that each one of 
them may understand the word of the Lord. For our Lord saith, He that is not 
with me is mine adversary; and he that gathereth not with me, scattereth. Be 
not slothful, therefore, for ye are the members of Christ: separate not your- 
selves from His body, neither prefer the cares of this world before the command- - 
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ments of the Lord. Assemble yourselves together in the church, evening and 
morning; offer up praises, and sing; and read the Psalms of David, the sixty-second, 
and moreover the hundred and fortieth. And especially on the Jewish Sabbath, 
and on the first day of the week, the Christian Sabbath, which is the day of His 
holy resurrection, offer up praises and thanksgivings and glory to the Lord, who 
hath created all things by his Son Jesus Christ, whom he sent unto us, who was 
pleased to suffer according to his will, and was buried in the tomb, and rose again 
from the dead. But if ye come not into the Church, what plea will ye make, or 
what will ye answer unto the Lord? For on this day, the Christian Sabbath, it 
behoveth us to hear the preaching of His holy resurrection, and to call to mind 
His sufferings, and to make remembrance of Him, and read the Scriptures of the 
Prophets, and the Gospel, and the service of the Holy Eucharist, and to offer up 
the oblation, and receive the spiritual food. And if ye watch not day and night, 
and do not as we command, ye shall be aceounted transgressors of the Law, and 
enemies of the Lord; for ye have chosen rather your own pleasures, to eat and to 
drink, and to enjoy delights which wax old and vanish away. And to those who 
de such things, the Lord saith, The Gentiles are better than you; as He spake to 
Jerusalem, and said, Sodom is better than thou. Behold, then, let us look at the 
foolish Gentiles! every day, when they awake and arise from sleep, they hasten 
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men of the place, clothed in a goodly robe, full of grace and dignity, do thou, O 
Bishop, proclaim unto him the word of the Lord. And while thou hearest them 
singing and reading the Scriptures, neglect not thy ministry and the work of thine 
hands. It is nght that the brethren should receive strangers, and magnify and 
honour them. And if there be any haughty man, who honoureth not the 
stranger, let the Deacon, when he cometh, rebuke him, and place him behind the 
rest of the people, that others, seeing him, may fear. And if there come unto you 
a poor man, whether old or young, let the Deacon receive such with a joyful 
heart, and put each one in his own place, as it is fitting: let there be no respect 
of persons, but let your service be that which is pleasing unto the Lord. And let 
the Deaconess also do likewise with the women, with the rich and the poor. 
Exhort thy people, O Bishop, and command them to come to the church day 
and night, and never to be away from it, and that the people in it be not dimi- 
nished in number, for they are the members of Christ. And it is not concerning 
the Priests alone that we say this, but concerning all the people, that each one of 
them may understand the word of the Lord. For our Lord saith, He that is not 
with me is mine adversary; and he that gathereth not with me, scattereth. Be 
not slothful, therefore, for ye are the members of Christ: separate not your- 
selves from His body, neither prefer the cares of this world before the command- 
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ments of the Lord. Assemble yourselves together in the church, evening and 
morning; offer up praises, and sing; and read the Psalms of David, the sixty-second, 
and moreover the hundred and fortieth. And especially on the Jewish Sabbath, 
and on the first day of the week, the Christian Sabbath, which is the day of His 
holy resurrection, offer up praises and thanksgivings and glory to the Lord, who 
hath created all things by his Son Jesus Christ, whom he sent unto us, who was 
pleased to suffer according to his will, and was buried in the tomb, and rose again 
from the dead. But if ye come not into the Church, what plea will ye make, or 
what will ye answer unto the-Lord? For on this day, the Christian Sabbath, it 
behoveth us to hear the preaching of His holy resurrection, and to call to mind 
His sufferings, and to make remembrance of Him, and read the Scriptures of the 
Prophets, and the Gospel, and the service of the Holy Eucharist, and to offer up 
the oblation, and receive the spiritual food. And if ye watch not day and night, 
and do not as we command, ye shall be accounted transgressors of the Law, and 
enemies of the Lord; for ye have chosen rather your own pleasures, to eat and to 
drink, and to enjoy delights which wax old and vanish away. And to those who 
do such things, the Lord saith, The Gentiles are better than you; as He spake to 
Jerusalem, and said, Sodom is better than thou. Behold, then, let us look at the 
foolish Gentiles! every day, when they awake and arise from sleep, they hasten 
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away to their gods, that save not, nor profit, and worship them, and lay before 
them in prayer all their cares; and on the days of their feasts they gather them- 
selves together, small and great; and not they alone, but others also, come from 
places far off, to worship and serve them. And in like manner the foolish Jews, 
apostates and unbelievers as they are, yet work six days, and rest on the seventh 
day. And then they assemble together in their synagogues, and keep a feast to 
idols, and magnify and honour them, even them that have no life nor spirit, who 
profit not any thing; yet they boast themselves, and say, We are Jews. But if these 
men, who do thus, yet continually assemble themselves together, while they are 
serving in their folly those in whom is no profit, how then is it that ye, who have 
received grace from the Lord God, are idle and negligent in the service of the 
Church? For, indeed, if ye forsake the Church, ye lose your hope, and give up _, 
your salvation, and become apostates. Depart not from that which is good, 
neither do evil. Behold, the Lord saith, by the mouth of the Prophet Jeremiah, 
My people have deserted my law which I set before their face, neither have they 
heard my voice: but they are gone, and have followed the way of their own 
hearts; and have followed idols, as their fathers have taught them. And moreover 
he saith, Rebellious Israel hath justified herself more than treacherous Judah. 
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Their shepherds have led them into the mountains, and driven them away ; and 
they have caused them to wander among the hills. What excuse can they make, 
who delay to go into the church, and go out of it at the time of prayer? When 
can they hear of the salvation of their souls? and what will they answer unto the 
Lord? Understand, then, that the employment of the faithful which abideth with 
them, and their work in truth and substance, is this, the worship of the Lord. Let 
not your work and labour be for the cares of this passing world, which waxeth old 
and vanisheth away, and its pleasures remain not ; but let your thoughts be towards 
the Lord: as our Lord saith, Take no thought for the meat which perisheth, but 
for the meat that abideth unto everlasting life. And moreover he saith, The work 
that pleaseth the Lord is, that ye believe in Him whom He hath sent unto you. 
Take heed, therefore, that ye leave not the Church of the Lord; neither follow 
the steps of transgressors and unbelievers and worshippers of idols, nor the assem- 
blies of the Jews; neither go to the house of devils, nor have fellowship with the 
murderers of Christ, nor enter into the assembly of the transgressors. Hast thou 
not heard what he saith, I sat not in the assembly of vanity, and went not in 
with the workers of iniquity; I have hated the congregation of evil men, and 
will not sit with the deceivers ? And again he saith, Blessed is the man who hath 
not walked in the counsel of the ungodly, nor stood in the way of sinners, nor sat 
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in the seat of the scornful; but the law of the Lord is his delight, and in His 
law will he meditate day and night. But behold, thou hast deserted the assembly 
of the faithful, and hast despised the Church of the Lord; neither hast thou kept 
his law and his ordinance; but hast followed the way of thieves, and hast 
accounted the polluted as the pure, and art become a companion of those who 
were separated from thee, and hast taken thy station with the adulterers and 
idolaters, and hast caused thine ear to hear the voice of the players, which is full 
of all impurity and vain words, wherein is no profit. And thou hast refused to 
hear the voice of Jeremiah, who saith, Lord, I have not sat on the judgment- 
seat of wickedness, but I fear before thy face. Why desirest thou to hear 
the words of the dead Gentiles, who are wounded through sin, even through 
the works of the devil, and slay the man who followeth them, and draw him 
away from the right faith, and make him to serve many gods? Do not ye thus 
therefore, but keep the commandments of the Lord; and choose for yourselves 
life, and especially seek after the law of the Church of the Lord, which Christ, 
his beloved Son, who was before the creation of the world, purchased with His 
precious blood. For the Church is the daughter of the Most High; she it is 
that strengtheneth our hearts, and bringeth us near unto the Lord, that we may 
find a place before him; for we are His members, and His friends. Let us be 
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good and pure, without pollution, continuing in the right faith, and in all good 
works, which are pleasing unto the Lord. 


XI. That it is not lawful for Christians to enter into the assemblies of the Heathen, 
nor to see the playing, nor to hear the singing. 


Take heed therefore, and keep yourselves from deeds like these, neither 
associate with the assemblies of the Gentiles; but keep far from the devices of 
Satan; for the devil hath no fellowship with the Lord; and he who joineth himself 
with the singer, to do the pleasure of the enemy, shall be numbered with the devil, 
and shall inherit a curse. Keep far, therefore, from evil doings, in which there 
is no profit, such as plays, the worshipping of idols, and resorting to sooth- 
sayers, and magicians, and enchanters, and diviners by birds, and necromancers. 
As it is written, Let there not be evil upon Jacob, nor reproach upon Israel. 
Depart, therefore, from such customs as these, which the idolaters follow, to lead 
men astray, which are the works of the devil. It behoveth the faithful to sepa- 
rate themselves from the assemblies of the wicked, and not to unite to keep a feast 
with them. And let us then likewise keep far from them, and not enter into 
. their houses, nor eat nor drink with them; for these things are done amidst 
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deeds of Satan. Let us separate ourselves from the worship of idols, and from 
error ; from their social meetings, and vows to their gods. 

Ye also, O young men! discharge all duties that are fitting-towards the Holy 
Church, without idleness; and live by the fruit of your labour, in purity, that 
ye may not be in want of any thing, nor be a burden to the Church of Christ; 
that we may be without care, except for the preaching of the Holy Gospel; and 
that we may not be negligent to work with the labour of our hands, nor be idle. 
For there are some among us, fishermen, and some tent-makers, and some culti- 
vators of the earth. Solomon saith, Turn to the ant, thou sluggard, and, seeing 
her ways, imitate her, and become wiser than she. For she, having no field, 
and none that compelleth her, having no master, :prepareth her meat in the 
summer; in the time of harvest she laboureth much. Or go to the bee, and 
learn how she laboureth, and how good is her work; whose labour kings and 
people alike take, for health: she is desirable and honourable with all, yet in 
strength is she weak; by honouring wisdom, she is become honourable. How 
long, O sluggard! wilt thou sleep? and when wilt thou awake up from thy 
sleep? A little while thou sleepest, a little while thou sittest; and a little 
thou -wilt dose, and a little thou wilt fold thy hands upon thy breast: and 
then poverty shall come upon thee as an evil messenger, and want as a swift 
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runner. But if thou be not slothful, thy harvest shall come as a spring of 
water; and poverty, like an evil runagate, shall depart far from thee. A foolish 
and violent man walketh in ways that are not good. And again he saith, He that 
tilleth the land shall be filled with bread. And yet again he saith, The slothful 
man hideth his hand in his bosom, and it troubleth him to lift it to his mouth. 
The wise man provideth for himself. The foolish sluggard foldeth his hands 
together, and eateth his own flesh; for the doings of the sluggard are without 
remedy. If any man will not work, neither let him eat; and let not the idle 
man sit with you. Fear the slothful therefore, at all times, and depart far from 
them ; for the Lord God hateth all the slothful. Let not the slothful man sit 
with those that are obedient unto God the Father; unto whom be praise and 
glory for ever, Amen. 


XII. Of Widows. 


Let her be appointed who is of threescore years, who hath good works, 
chosen, and pure, who desireth not again a husband; but let not the younger 
widows be appointed. And if thou appoint a young widow, who cannot endure 


as the aged widows, but desireth to marry again, trust her not, for she will 
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bring reproach and disgrace and a stain upon the Church, and shall be con- 
demned before the Lord; because she hath married a second husband, and hath 
not kept the command of the Scripture. Wherefore it is not right to appoint 
them hastily, without inquiring into their lives, and examining them, whether 
they have continence. And if they cannot persevere, it is better not to 
name them; for they keep not that which they have promised. But if there 
be a young widow, who hath ‘had a husband and hath been separated from him 
for a little while by death, and then she live alone, and keep the observance of 
widows, she that doeth thus is blessed: for she is like the widow at Sarepta 
of Sidon, to whom Elijah the holy Prophet of the Lord came, and she received 
him: and like the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Aser, who lived in 
the House of the Lord day and night, always ready for prayer and supplication, 
though her years were so many. At seven years did she enter into the Temple, 
and she remained fifty-seven years, continuing a virgin ; looking for the coming 
of Christ, and giving thanks unto the Lord, and proclaiming concerning Him 
to all that looked for the coming of the salvation of Israel. Now the widow 
who doeth after this manner, shall find favour and honour and praise in this 
world, and in that also which is to come, before the Lord, in the Kingdom of 


Heaven. But let not the younger widows be appointed into the institutions 
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of the Church: for they cannot contain with respect to marriage, while they 
are in the strength of their youth; and they will marry a second husband. 
Now as to these, their youth is given to the devil: but rather let them take heed, 
for the saving of themselves, that they marry not a second husband. It be- 
hoveth you to understand this, that a first marriage is pure before the Lord: 
but they who marry a second time are transgressors of the Law; yet not on ac- 
count of their being joined in marriage, but because they have been false against 
God the Creator. And they who marry a third time are not to be numbered 
with the flock of Christ. But as to those who marry a fourth time, their lasci- 
viousness is yet more evident, and they shall find reproach and dishonour. For 
in the first creation the Lord gave one woman to one man, and for this cause 
they two became one flesh. Thus we command the young women: if their first 
husbands die, and they cannot contain, let them marry again, lest they fall into 
the snare of the devil and his devices, and into evil desires, that destroy the 
soul, and they themselves go down into the everlasting condemnation of hell, 
where there is no rest nor refreshment. But widows who are known for 
righteousness, women who have married one man, and to whom many bear 
witness that they have lived in purity, let these be numbered with the faithful 
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widows, even those who bring up their children without spot: such as are of 


this kind it is right to help, and to make due provision for them, for their trust 
is in the Lord. 


And thou moreover, O Bishop, stretch forth thine hand to give, and remember 
the poor and needy, and give to every one his desire, according as they stand in 
need; and visit the widows and orphans, and the afflicted. It behoveth the 
Bishop then to help such, and save them, and make due provision for them, 
even for all the needy and aftlicted;. and to feed all the people in the good 
flock, who bring their offering of alms. And when they have brought it unto 
thee, give to every one according as it is fit, as a good and merciful steward ; 
for this is acceptable with the Lord. For every one that giveth to the poor 
shall find a good reward; and thou that hast laboured for the Lord shalt receive 
a recompence. And say thus unto those te whom thou givest, That which I give 
unto you, such an one hath offered; that they may pray and make supplica- 
tion for him. It is right that we should do good to all men; and say not, To 
this man I will give, and that man I will refuse. Do not thou make a difference 
between any. For our Lord saith, To every one that asketh thee, give; whether 
he be a friend or an enemy, and whether he be of thy kindred or a stranger, 
whether he be married or have not a wife, whether it be a widow or an orphan, 
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even to all the needy do good. For our Lord hath commanded in the Scrip- 
tures, that we should have compassion upon the poor: for he saith, by the mouth 
of the Prophet Isaiah, Break thy bread to the hungry; and bring in the poor, 
and cause him to dwell under the shadow of thine house. And when thou seest 
the naked, clothe him, and hide not thine eyes from the seed of thine house. 
And Daniel also saith, Wherefore let my counsel please thee, O King, and by 
almsgiving in righteousness thou shalt be saved; and purge out thy sin also by 
shewing pity unto the poor, until the Lord-pardon thy transgression. And again 
he saith, For by mercy and faith shall sin-be blotted out. And again he saith, 
Blessed be he that considereth the poor and needy: the Lord shall deliver him 
from the day of evil. And again he saith, He hath scattered abroad, and given to 
the poor, and his righteousness endureth for ever and ever. And moreover 
Solomon saith again, He that hath pity on the poor, lendeth unto the Lord; and 
he shall be recompensed according as he hath given. For he that stoppeth his 
ears, that he hear not the cry of the poor, against him the Lord also will stop 
his ears. And he that shutteth his eyes, that he see not the oppressed, unto 
him also the Lord will stop His ears, and will not hear him. 

It behoveth the widows to be meek and quiet, no talkers, without malice 
or.anger; but pure and humble, and worshipping the Lord in righteousness. 
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And if they see evil doings, or hear unseemly words, let them be silent, as 
though they saw not and heard not. And let there be no care upon the widow 
for any thing, but for prayer and supplication on behalf of them that give alms 
and bring offerings unto the Church. And if there be any man who,seeketh 
idle words of vanity, let them not answer him, but let them receive such as seek 
after the word of faith, and deeds of righteousness, and a good hope before the 
Lord. And let those who desire to be taught go to the Ordained Ministers, to 
hear the word of exhortation; and let them not hear slanderous reports, nor 
follow after other Gods; but let them worship the one Lord, who hath created 
all things. For the Lord hath compared the kingdom of heaven to a grain of 
mustard-seed, which is less than all seeds; and yet, when a man tasteth it, it 
burneth him. And so is the doctrine of the word of faith, it burneth the devil. 
It is not right that we should transgress the word of the Prophets, nor reveal 
mysteries to them that rebel against the faith; but let us be firm in believing : 
for our Lord hath commanded us, saying, Cast not your pearls before swine ; 
neither give your holy things unto dogs, lest they turn and tear you; nor unto 
swine, lest they trample your pearls under their feet. For when unbelievers 
know the doctrine of the mysteries, they will despise it, and make it a reproach 
and shame, through their folly. But teach them rather to understand the word of 
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the Law and the Prophets, who prophesied concerning the coming of Christ. For 
our Lord Jesus Christ sent us twelve, to teach all nations; but he commanded 
not women to teach, nor to speak in the church unto the people. Let them 
rather receive instruction, and abstain from deeds of fornication, and be obedient, 
with fasting and prayer, to hear the word of Scripture. For there were with us 
His mother and sisters, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the sister of Lazarus, and 
Martha, and Salome, and others also; yet these he commanded not to teach 
with us, and neither is it right that other women should teach. For if the man 
be the head of the woman, it is not right that the members should be greater than 
the head. _It is not becoming, then, for the widows and virgins to walk up and 
down in the streets, or enter into public assemblies. And they who do after this 
manner are not widows or virgins, but become a stumbling-block to men: they 
who cleave not unto the Church, are idle and wanton, and seek other men’s 
goods, and take men captive, and become seducers of others, and cause souls to 
fall; and they who follow them are far from the Lord. And as to those who 
enter into the Church, and consider not the word of Scripture, neither listen to 


the word of exhortation, of those who do after this manner the Prophet Isaiah 
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saith, Hearing they shall hear and not understand, and seeing they’ shall see and 
not perceive: for the heart of this people is darkened. Unto such widows as 
these show thou not the sacrifice of Christ... But let her, who desireth to please 
the Lord, dwell in her house quietly, and praise him day and night, with a mouth 
that keepeth not silence ; and let her pray unto the Lord with a pure heart, like 
wise Judith, who prayed to the Lord for Israel, day and night. So will the com- 
passionate widow pray unto the Lord, neglecting not to go to the church ; for all 
her thoughts are ever ready for His service, neither doth she turn to the desire of 
worldly pleasures. Her eyes are pure, and her ears holy ; neither doth she stretch 
out her hand unto violence. Her feet run in the way of peace; neither doth 
her mouth speak falsely; and her manner of living is with moderation. Now 
as for her who doeth thus, the Lord will hear her prayer and supplication: for 
he saith, In the day when I call upon thee, hear me speedily. Let such a widow 
as this be appointed of the number, one who loveth not money, who hath no 
vanity nor wantonness, who is not a lover of gain, but is well-pleasing and pru- 
dent, and sitteth in her house, praising and singing, and reading the Scriptures, 
and observeth the times of the hours day and night, and fasteth and prayeth 
unto the Lord at all times, and giveth from the labour of her hands unto the 
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poor, and hath no possessions; remembering the widow who brought two mites 
into the sanctuary of the Lord. And concerning her our Lord Jesus Christ hath 
testified in the Gospel, and said, Verily I say unto you, that this widow hath 
brought in more than all they that have brought into the treasury of alms: for 
all they that brought in, have brought in of their substance ; but she hath brought 
in of her poverty, even all her living. | 
It behoveth the widows, then, to be pure, and to be in subjection with fear, 
and more especially to the Bishops and Priests, and Deacons and Deaconesses. 
And let them do nothing without the counsel of the Deacon,-not going after 
pleasant meats, or vain conversation ; and if they be found doing thus, let them 
be reproved by the Deacon, and let him command them to fast. And so the 
Priests likewise, let them not receive gain from robbers and adulterers. Receive 
thou nothing from those who do such things, neither bring in their offering unto 
the Lord thy God. It behoveth the widows then to be ready to hear the voice 
of those that are over them, and to do all that they command them, and to 
observe the word of the Bishop, and to honour him as the Lord. And if any 
one receive alms of the unbelievers and unjust, he falleth himself into their error, 
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and dieth in their transgression. And if he pray for them, he grieveth Christ. 
But rather let him turn them to repentance; for those who convert not the 
unjust and sinners, and them that are in error, shall be accounted partakers in 
their evil deeds. 


XIII. That it is not lawful for Women to baptize. 


Behold, we declare unto you, that great is the condemnation of those who do 
after this manner. We command you therefore not to do this deed; for this 
thing is a transgression of the Law. For the head of the woman is the man, who 
is also appointed to the Priesthood. It is not right, therefore, that we should 
transgress against the Creator; that we should leave the Head, and follow the 
members. For the woman is a member of the man, and came out from him ; 
and from her, children are born. For the Lord hath said, as we have before 
declared, Suffer not the women to reprove, or teach, or to do the works of the 
Priesthood, which is not commanded in the Law. And he who doeth thus, hath 
transgressed against the Lord, and is become as those that are without knowledge, 
who appoint women to be Priestesses to graven images of women. Them that are 
such, put away far\from the Law of the Lord. Wherefore it is not lawful for 
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women to baptize any one. If it had been lawful for women to baptize, our 
Lord Jesus Christ would have been baptized by his mother, and not by John: 
neither would he have sent us into the world to baptize, but would have sent 
women to baptize with us. We then also command that women do no such 
thing; even though they be very wise, and have faith, and know the Scriptures, 
yet do we not suffer them to teach, and baptize, and preach the Gospel. 


XIV. That it is not lawful for the Layman to do any work belonging to the 
Priesthood. | 


We command then that no Layman do any work belonging to the Priesthood, 
neither offer up incense, nor baptize, nor lay on hands, nor give the bread of 
blessing. For no man receiveth this grace, unless it be given to him of the Lord. 
But it behoveth them to receive the grace and honour at the hands of the Bishop. 
And he to whom the ordination of the Priesthood hath not been given, if he trans- 
gress, shall find condemnation, even as King Ozias. Moreover, we do not com- 
mand all that are ordained in the Church to baptize, neither the Reader, nor 
the Chanters, nor the Door-keepers, but only the Bishops and Priests, and the 
Deacons who minister with them. And they who transgress and do any such thing 
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shall receive the condemnation which came upon the sons of Korah. Behold, 
we command the Priests not to ordain Deacons, or Readers, or Chanters, or 
Door-keepers; but let the Bishops alone ordain, according to the Institution of 
the Church, who have no revenge, or jealousy, or slandering, or hatred, or 
malice. Behold, we have before told you, that they who do such things are 
aliens from the congregation of Christians; and most especially widows. 


XV. Of Widows. 


For Satan searcheth an opportunity to ensnare, as he did, at the beginning, 
against Cain. For there are who say, We are widows, and do not works fitting 
for widows; as Cain, who did that which was not right toward his brother. 
But such haye no knowledge; for it is not by being called widows that they 
shall inherit the kingdom of heaven, but by patience and good works. And she 
who taketh the name of a widow, and doeth the works of the devil, is a deceiver, 
insomuch that she shall receive condemnation from the Lord, even for ever. 
Behold, we hear that there are among the widows those that are evil, and 
envious, that cause strife among brethren: these are not of Christ, for they 


have not kept the word of exhortation. If there be any one of the sisters, 
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and others of them’ see men give her alms, whether gold, or garments, what- 
ever they be, or meat and drink, and then she rejoice and find rest, it is fitting 
that they should say thus: Blessed be the Lord God, who hath given joy to the 
widow, our beloved sister! O Lord, bless him who hath given to this widow, 
and multiply his substance, in righteousness and purity; and remember him 
for good in thy compassion and mercy! And give thou double honour unto the 
Bishop, who hath taught and exhorted them that have given to us; give unto 
him a crown of glory, when he shall depart from this life. And in like manner 
let the widow herself also pray, and make supplication together with them, 
for those that have had mercy upon her. * And let her also give to the poor of 
what she hath received; so shall her deeds be acceptable with the Lord. As 
it is written, Let not thy left hand know what thy right hand doeth, and let thine 
alms be in secret. Thus shall the widow pray for them that have given her alms, 
for she is as the sanctuary of the Lord; and thy Father, who seeth thee in secret, 
shall reward thee openly. But widows who walk not in the commandments 
of the Lord, are jealous against him who hath given alms to the widow their sister, 
and ask and say, Who hath shown mercy unto this woman? And then, when 
they understand and know, they go to him who hath given alms to their sister, to 
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trouble him, and say to him, How is it that thou hast first given to her, when we 
are much more in need than she is? They are foolish who say thus, thinking it 
is a gift from man; whereas the gift of favour cometh from the Lord. Certainly 
she was in want. It is not lawful that they should go and trouble him who hath 
shown mercy; but rather let them remain in their houses, and fall down upon 
their faces, and repent, and pray unto the Lord. For the Lord showeth mercy 
to them that proclaim his goodness; for our Lord saith, When ye enter into an 
house, say, Peace be unto this house! And if the son of peace be there, your 
peace shall rest upon it; and if not, your peace shall return to you again. Now 
if Peace find not any place prepared for her where she may rest, she remaineth 
not there, but returneth to him that sent her; and so the unjust curse shall not 
come upon him that hath not sinned, but shall return back upon him that hath 
cursed. For he that curseth another without cause, hath cursed himself, as 
Solomon saith. 


XVI. That tt ts not lawful that ye should do evil against your Neighbours. 


In like manner ye also, as ye have done unto others, so shall ye be recom- 
pensed. For he saith, He hath digged a pit, and hollowed it out, and he shall fall 
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into the pit that he hath made; and his labour shall return upon his own head, 
and his wickedness shall come down upon his own pate. For he that diggeth 
a pit for his neighbour shall fall into it himself. What he hateth for himself, let 
him not do against his neighbour. And for this cause, do thou also, O Bishop, 
teach and exhort them that despise the widows; and be patient with the angry, 
and visit the sick, and rejoice over the chosen ones, who bless and curse not ; 
and command them not that which is evil, but that they do good, and make 
peace. And whether it be a Bishop, or Priest, or Deacon, or whosoever it be of 
them that are ordained, let there not come forth from the mouth of such an one 
cursing instead of blessing. It is fit that the Bishop should teach and reprove 
and command the people, and that there go not out of his mouth the voice of 
cursing, but that he be careful for them, both over the Priests, and the Deacons 
who minister, and the virgins and widows, and the people. And for this cause, 
O Bishop, try and examine the Deacons, who minister with thee; and help them 
in doing good, that they may be prepared to minister unto the people. And let 
a chosen and pure woman also, without spot, be appointed a Deaconess, to 
minister unto the women. For it is not lawful for a Deacon to minister to 
the women, lest there arise a reproach among them that believe not. Where- 
fore let there be a Deaconess to minister unto the women; and let her 
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anoint them with oil, and put on their garments after baptism. But thou, 
O Bishop, anoint on the forehead them that are baptized, both men and women, 
with holy oil, according to the institution of the holy baptism. And after this, 
ye, O Bishops and Priests, pray for them that are put under you, and baptize 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. And 
then let the Deacon take the men, and the Deaconess the women, that the seal 
which they receive, and which no man can break, may be holy and pure. And 
after that they are baptized, let the Bishop anoint them with oil of balsam; for 
they are baptized into the death of Christ. The oil of balsam is the confirmation 
of faith. For when a man cometh up out of the water, 


among each other, and hath taught us that we should love our neighbour. 
And if our Lord and Saviour humbled himself for our sakes, and did all these 
things, how is it then that ye are puffed up, and are slow to do good among the 
poor and afflicted? Serve each other then with perfect love, without murmuring 
and accepting of persons. Only do not this for the outward appearance, but 
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for the sake of the Lord, that ye may receive the reward of your labour from 
him in the Last Day. It is right that the Deacons should seek to accomplish 
the desires of the poor, even before they ask them. And moreover let them 
minister unto the Bishop, and be one soul with him, and make him their father, 
and teacher, and reprover. 

And behold, we command that a Bishop be ordained by three Bishops; or at 
the least, by two. But from one Bishop he cannot receive ordination: for by the 
testimony of two or three witnesses shall every word be established. And the 
Priests and Deacons, and other persons ordained in the Church, shall be ordained 
by one Bishop. And unto the Priests and Deacons it is not given that they 
should ordain one who is of the people; but let the Priest teach and baptize and 
bless the people, and burn incense and offer oblations: and the Deacon must do 
nothing without the authority of the Bishop, and he is for the Priest also, to 
minister unto him; and let him perform it with a good ministry. 


XVII. Concerning Orphans. 


It behoveth Christian people who have not children to take up the children of 
the departed, whether youths or virgins, and to make them as their own children, 
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and love them yet more. And if any man have a son that is come to the ripe age 
of youth, let him marry the orphan virgin. And if ye do after this manner, ye 
shall perform a great work, and shall become fathers of the fatherless, and shall 
find a reward, in recompence for this your service, from the Lord God. But if any 
man be lifted up, and despise the fatherless, and say, I indeed will not marry the 
poor orphan ; let him understand who it is that is the Father of the fatherless and 
the Avenger of the widow. For he who thinketh to do thus, shall scatter his 
wealth to another; and the Scripture shall be fulfilled against him, which saith, 
That which the Saints have not eaten, the Pharisees shall eat: as Isaiah saith, 
Your land, strangers and enemies shall devour it before your face. 


XVIII. That tt is required of Bishops to provide for Widows and Orphans. 


Ye also, O Bishops, provide for the sustenance of the poor, and take care for 
the orphans, and give them the substance of their fathers for an inheritance; and 
to the widows also, the substance of their husbands: and for the young men 
and virgins provide marriages, as it is fitting: and to them that work give their 


recompence; and find a dwelling for the poor stranger; and atisfy the hungry, 
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and give drink to the thirsty, and clothe the naked, and visit the sick, and 
help the prisoners. Think on these things, and do thus for the fatherless and 
widows, day and night. For he that can do thus, blessed is he! Behold, he hath 
saved himself, for he hath received the widow, the fatherless, and the stranger. 
Wherefore also our Lord saith, It is better to give than to receive. They 
that oppress the poor shall receive condemnation for that which they have done, 
before the Lord, in the Last Day. If a man bestow alms of that which he 
hath received, and give to the fatherless, and to the old man, or to the poor, or 
to the sick, or whether it be to the poor man that hath children, him that doeth 
thus reproach not, but commend him; for he is an altar unto the Lord. It is right 
that a man should pray at all times for them that have given him alms. But he 
that receiveth alms while he possesseth any thing, with him the Lord shall 
reckon ; for he hath snatched away the bread of the poor; and he hath not done 
that which is good toward himself and toward others. And he who hath sub- 
stance, and giveth not to the poor, is like the rich man who gathered and filled his 
barns in vain, and he shall be destroyed from before the Lord; for his substance 
shall not profit him, in the day of the wrath of the Lord. For he that doeth 
thus, believeth not in the Lord, but maketh a God of his substance, and trusteth 
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in it, and seeketh not after that which is right: he hath no mercy, neither setteth 
he the fear of the Lord before his eyes; he is without love, he is his own enemy, 
and hath no friend. Now as for him who doeth thus, his substance shall perish ; 
and an enemy and stranger shall devour it, either while he is living, or after that 


he is dead. For he saith, He that gathereth riches by violence, they shall be 
taken from him. 


XIX. That it is required of the Unmarried Women, and Widows, that they 
receive that which is bestowed upon them thankfully. 


Let us exhort the unmarried women and widows to receive that which the 
Lord giveth them, with thanksgiving, with fear and trembling; and let them 
give thanks unto the Lord, who giveth food to the hungry. Who is there 
of you that eateth and drinketh in moderation? Is it not the Lord that hath 
given it to him? He stretcheth out his hand, and multiplieth good things accord- 
ing to his will; He giveth corn to the young men, and wine to the maidens, and 
the oil of gladness to all that live ; He giveth food to the cattle, and liberty to 
the servants, and flesh to the beasts of the field, and fruits to the birds, and food 
to all, sx:ch as is fitting for them. Wherefore also our Lord saith, Be ye like unto 
the birds, which sow not, neither reap, nor gather into barns; yet your Father 
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which is in heaven feedeth them: and far better are ye than many birds. Take 
no thought, saying, What shall we eat ? or, What shall we drink ? or, Wherewithal 
shall we be clothed? for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all 
these things. But if ye desire to receive his good things, and inherit his kingdom, 
offer unto Him praises and thanksgiving and blessing. And unto those who 
receive the widow and the fatherless, God the Father shall give joy in the kingdom 
of His beloved Son our Lord Jesus Christ, unto whom be praise and glory for 
ever and ever, Amen. 


XX. That it is required of Bishops to be discreet in receiving offerings 
from those only who ure worthy. 


It behoveth the Bishop to make a difference, receiving offerings from those 
who are worthy; but that which it is not right to receive, let him not receive. 
Take heed of the seller of strong drink; for his salvation from sin is far off. 
And for this cause he saith, Woe unto them that mingle wine with water! 
Let us flee, therefore, from drunkenness and fornication: for the Lord God saith, 
Bring not offerings from the wages of fornication, from plunder, and from them 
that lend their substance for usury, and from the impure in spirit: they that 
make offerings thus, are not accepted before the Lord. It behoveth the Bishop 
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to be far from those that plunder widows and orphans, from those that fill prisons 
with the pure who have done no wrong, and from those that oppress their ser- 
vants with heavy and evil servitude, and torment them with hunger and thirst. 
The offering of such men is polluted: receive it not of them; for every one who 
doeth evil, and speaketh iniquity, is rejected before the Lord. Let us be far from 
thieves and publicans, and from them that make idols, and from seducers, and 
such as use false balances, and wicked soldiers, who plunder the houses of the 
poor and needy, and seize their goods by violence. Take heed of murderers, 
and those that lie in wait by the way; and of such as overthrow good works ; 
of impure wizards, and all such persons; of blasphemers; and especially of those 
thiat take usury ; for it is written, saying, A little with righteousness is better than 
great riches of the sinner. And again it is written, saying, Thou, O Lord, hatest 
all the workers of iniquity, and shalt cast off all them that speak falsehood. 
And he that neglecteth to feed the widow and orphan shall be condemned 
before the Lord. For that which Adonias did is written in the Book of Kings, 
how he transgressed against the Lord, and eat bread and drank water in the place 
of which the Lord commanded that he should not eat in it, because of the 
transgression of Jeroboam the son of Nebat; and for this cause he was slain, 
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For that which a man obtaineth by his labour for the maintenance of the widow, 
whether it be much or little, is acceptable with the Lord, seeing that it is not 
gotten by iniquity; for a little with righteousness is better than great riches of 
the sinner. But if a widow eat that which cometh from the transgressors and 
be filled, and pray for them, the Lord will not hear her prayer; for the Lord 
trieth the doings, and what is in the heart and the reins. For the Lord saith 
concerning transgressors and unbelievers, Though Moses, Elias, and Samuel stood 
and prayed for them, I would not hear their prayer, nor pardon their sin. Now 
he spake not concerning these only, but concerning others also, who have sinned 
and refuse to turn unto repentance. When they pray, he will not hear their 
prayer for them that do such things; but they provoke the Lord, not remember- 
ing the evil of their doings. Flee then from deeds of this sort; for all who 
do such things depart from the law. For Elias received not the offering 
of Hazael who reigned over Syria, neither did Ahiah receive the offering 
of Jeroboam; and if the Prophets of the Lord received not offerings from 
unbelievers, in like manner let the Bishops fear to do so. Simon also, the 


magician, brought to us a gift, even to us Peter and John, purposing to obtain 
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the honour which is above every honour; but we received not the gift from 
him, but bound him with everlasting bonds. So did he desire to pervert 
the honour which was not given to him from the Lord. Flee, therefore, from 
the polluted offerings which they bring into the House of the Lord. And again 
he saith, Depart from iniquity, with fear and trembling. And if ye say, If we 
receive not offerings from transgressors, what shall we give to the widows and 
orphans, and the poor who have no maintenance ?—if ye do thus, it becometh 
sin unto you; for the Lord hath done and appointed for you, as he did in the 
beginning for the Levites, that they should receive offerings from the people. And 
seeing that all this hath been appointed for the Church, it is right that ye should 
endure patiently hunger and thirst, rather than that ye should receive the offer- 
ings of the enemies of the Lord, and become a mocking and a laughing-stock. For 
concerning such persons, the prophet saith, Let not my head be anointed with 
the oil of sinners. Take heed to receive offerings from such as do that which is 
good; ‘bat from the transgressors receive them not. And if thou be poor, tell the 
faithful brethren that love the Lord, that they may give thee thy desire. And 
when thou hast received from them, give unto the widows and orphans according 
to righteousness. As Solomon saith unto the people, Give unto the Lord of thy 
labour in righteousness, that thy barns may be filled with corn, and thy wine-press 
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may burst out as a fountain. And from the labour of the faithful clothe the naked, 
and entertain them from the offerings that they bring unto you, and minister 
unto them, according to the institution of the saints; redeem the captives, and 
visit the prisoners, and deliver them that are appointed unto death, that ye may 
find life from the Lord. Behold, we command that ye follow not the way of the 
ungodly and unbelievers, nor receive their offerings, for they are prepared as 
fuel for the fire; neither be ye partakers with them, for the offering of sinners is 
polluted before the Lord. These things have we spoken unto you, O Brethren, 
for the profit of your souls. ; 


XXI. That tt is required of Fathers to keep their Children under discipline. 


And ye also, O Fathers, reprove and instruct your children, that they keep the 
commandment of the Lord, and follow the way of Christ. And command them 
that they learn some art and labour of the hands, and that they sit not idle; for so 
will their hearts be lifted up, and they will depart from doing that which is good. 
Wherefore instruct them diligently, and spare not to correct them; for children 
die not by correction, but are thereby saved from condemnation. For he saith, 
Keep not back thy rod from thy son, for thy hope is good: if thou beat him with 
the rod, thou hast saved his soul from death. “And moreover he saith, He that 
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correcteth not his son, is a fool. Beat thy son, and scourge his sides, while he is 
young; lest he become hardened, and go astray from thee. He that correct- 
eth not his son, hateth him. Teach then your children the word of the Lord; 
and correct them from their youth with sharp correction, that they may become 
humble, and obedient to every one. Teach them to write, and to read the Holy 
Scriptures; and leave them not to live in idleness, lest they neglect and trans- 
gress your commandments. Neither suffer them to enter the house of the seller 
of strong drink; lest they be polluted, and corrupted with fornication. For if the 
fathers neglect to teach them, they will become partakers in sin with their chil- 
dren. And when they come to the maturity of youth, let each take unto him 
a wife in a pure union, lest the desires of youth and of fornication assault 
them, and they fall into transgression; for the Lord will for this require the 
sin at the hand of their fathers, in the day of recompence. 


XXII. That it is required of Servants that they be sulject unto their Masters 
in all purity, whether they be faithful or unbelievers. 


What then say ye concerning servants? Let them be of good understanding, 
and serve their masters in the fear of the Lord. For although the servant be a 
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[ Cetera desunt. | 


Christian, and his master an unbeliever, yet is it required that he serve him in 
every thing; only let him have no communion with him in faith. And in like 
manner let masters also love their servants. But if a man’s master be a believer, 
let him serve him, and fear him as the Lord, and esteem him as a father and 
a good master; and for this cause he shall receive a good recompence in return 
for that he hath served his master. And if a master have a believing servant, 
who doeth the will of his master, let him love him as a son, and esteem him as a 
brother, for the love of the faith. 
Submit yourselves and be obedient unto Rulers, andto...... 
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Pace l. lin. ult. £R AeA M1: Nipilobanos. This word, apparently the name of some 
Ecclesiastical office, following after those of the Reader and the Singers, is omitted in the | 
translation; as I have not been able to discover any probable derivation or meaning for 
it. The termination os, and the use of the letter R_ in it, seem to show that it is of Greek 


origin. 


P3011. copcmruoe: Ofrtr4u-: There is some confusion here in the use 
of the singular and plural numbers, both in the substantives and in the affixed pronouns. 
It was intended, no doubt, to represent the expression which we find in the corresponding 
passage in the Greek Text, cvyxAjpovoyo: Kai cuppétoyor Tou yryamnuévou maidos avrou; and 
[I have translated accordingly. 


P.4.1.3. OPdhR : ABH : NOCH: LINC: The meaning of this clause is not 
perhaps very clear; but it is explained by the Greek, which is, cai émmeivas TH Toade 
d:abéce:; and this sense I have accordingly given in the translation. 


P.5.1.10. RAATHOO: This is written in the MS. RAATHO: the status 
constructus being dropped before the affix of the second person, which is often the case 
in this MS. _ I have restored it in this and other places, according to Ludolf's rules, 
Gramm. Ethiop. lib. VI. cap. 3. and cap. 1. §2(a). There seems a proneness in the writer 
of the MS. to put letters in the sixth order before this affix, in verbs as well as nouns; as 
in p.7. lin. 6, AMC: which is clearly wrong: it should be AM2¢N: “He hath 
created thee.” . (See also below, note on p. 43. lL. 9.) 


Ibid. 1.13. AA@¥T: This pronoun is not given by Ludolf, either in his Grammar 
or Lexicon. Probably it may be a mere error for AAe}fT : 


Ibid. ult. OA.PALIJ : This is written in the MS. OA.LALT: which being 
wrong apparently both in form and construction, [ have ventured thus to correct it. 


P.7. 1.12. Hf: dh’: PM: The MS.has ah}: but then the preposition M has 
nothing to follow it. In the second verse of the First Psalm, we find Hah’ : Pinn : 
which perhaps ought to be the reading here; but the changing *}) into "} makes least 
alteration in the text; and I have taken that way therefore of correcting it. 


P. 8.1.2. %2A: This word is nearly obliterated in the MS. It appears to be 
M°t@ : the final letter of it is certainly @: But this must almost necessarily be an error ; 
because whatever word preceded OO"34f}: must have been in the status constructus, 
which would change 8 into P: The word 1$2A : seems exactly to suit the context. 

T 


NOTES. 


P.8.112. $2A: FC7.9O : CORMEG‘T: “The force or power of the interpretation 
of the Scriptures.” It is not easy to see how this should be derived more from the Books 
of Kings than from other portions of Scripture. The corresponding passage in the Greek 
is, eire yap ioropixa Bérets SiépyerOau, Kyerg TAS BaciAeious, which is clear enough. There 
has been here some of the accustomed omission of clauses, and confusion of one sentence 
with siren which has been noticed in the preface to this work, and of which we shall 
find numerous instances, as we proceed. 


P.9. 16,9. 299: a7: This isthe Ethiopic title of the Book of Deuteronomy; and it 
seems probable that the words would convey to the Ethiopic reader the idea of that book, 
in these passages, as well as elsewhere. Here, however, the corresponding Greek words 
have a very different sense. We do not find devrepovduiov, but devrépwors, and Ta emeioaxta ; 
which expressions are explained immediately after, in a passage omitted in the Ethiopic 
Version, to mean, the Additions made to the Original Law or Decalogue ; that is, the cere- 
monial observances and rites, which are described as burdens imposed upon the Israelites 
- for their sin in worshipping the golden calf. I have therefore translated the words P79® : 
ah‘l : according to this explanation. 


P. 10. 1. antepenult. 3°}: This must be formed froni the verb A} 1Q"1O : 
contr. AZSVI@M : Ludolf has only A'¥LIP : to which however he gives the same sense 
as the context here also requires. 


Ibid. penult. MASH : OF1GECF : These verbs are in the Past Tense; the Aorist 
being used in the Greek Text, ém:AaBopeévn épidncev. 


P.11.19. ¢g9eQcogc: The form AI®GCOZ: (or perhaps— O2 :) is not given 
by Ludolf. Under the root GUQ¢C : he has AUQO?Z : only. He has however the 
participial adjective GU0Q,CQ(C: which is of the same form as the verb in the text. 


P.13.L.4. tawH?: I do not find this word in the Lexicons. I have translated it, 
conjecturally, “ spinning,” guided by the context, and by the Greek word which corre- 
sponds to it, uypvcapévn. 


[bid. 1.9. Th*@:, MS. TeAe: I have altered this, to make the construction right ; 
but perhaps it was originally written T}~Ae: (or TA:) AAT: for the Greek is, “ Her 
candle goeth not out all night.” 


Ibid. penult. R7@t : The Greek is arédoro, “ she hath sold,” or “ selleth,” not, “she 
giveth.” The Translator seems to have mistaken the compound for the simple Greek verb. 


Ibid. ult. 3¢*0¢T : This word is not found in the Lexicons. It appears to corre- 
spond to the Greek wep:{ouara, “ girdles.” The verb T4M : has been observed in one 
passage only, where Castell, from the analogy of the cognate dialects, proposes to trans- 
late it, transfirus est ; but Ludolf, from the context, thinks it must mean, perfusus est, vel 
tale quid. 


P.13. ult. AGM: This word, both here and in the second line of the next page, would 
be perhaps more correctly written Ag@4U: See Ludolf's observations on the forms of the 
word AG,: with Pronominal affixes, Gramm. Athiop. lib. VI. cap. 3. pag. 153. 


NOTES. 


P.14.L1. RESP: NPA: MF: The meaning of this seems to be what I have given 
in the translation; though the Greek Text is different, and indeed rather obscure: oreyvai 
8¢ SiarpiBai oixwy airing. Nor does it appear why &g,P : should be in the status constructus. 


Ibid. L. 3. OF®PR PT: AAUPT : OL: MATNIOA: This appears to be a trans- 
lation of the Greek Text of the Septuagint, Prov. xxxi. 28, according to the Vatican 


reading: 9 3@ éAenpoaiin airing avéornce Ta Tikva avrg, Kai émAovTncav. In the Greek 
Constitutions we read, more nearly in accordance with the Hebrew Text, Gecyoi dé éAen- 
poouvng emi THs yAMoons auTis’ avéornoay Ta Tikva avTHS, Kal TAouTHCavTa Hvecev auTny. It 
seems necessary, however, to give A'MOQA: an intransitive sense; and as it is moreover 
feminine, the Translator must have understood réxva to mean daughters only. 


P.15.L1. ON Z:9232NM: MS. ONP: We have below (lin.7) HOUT: AMIT : 
but H99T : may be considered as a substantive, which Qf_P : can hardly be 


[bid. 1. 12. QAGU4.Y : I have taken away the stop between this and the preceding 
word, and prefixed 4: the following substantive also has 4 prefixed, and both should 
be in the same construction. So the Greek Text: 10 3¢ payimdv cou mpos mavras, wadoTa 
dé Kai mpos Tov Gvdpa cou, Tepixowfov. 


P.16.1.10. HOEQVANAL: MANU: This seems to correspond to the Greek xaOyxwv 
TH nAuxia. Whether Y-: may be pleonastic, or whether (2AM: may be used for 
“ manhood " as well as for “ man,” and hence for “ age,” I cannot undertake to determine. 

It will be observ ed, that the Ethiopic translation of this clause supports the ri ei de 
d-ypapatos, GAN’ ovv Eumeipos TOU Adyou, in the Greek. 


Ibid. 13. RAM: ODARMPRM: have translated these two words simply “ Bishop ;” 
for the sense of the passage, the Greek Text, and Ludolf’s remarks in his Lexicon on the 
word R&R}: all go to show that they are but two names for the same office. 


P.17.12. NAT: 4ouUT: These words, according to the rules of analogy, as 
shown by Ludolf, (Lex. Aith. in voce.) ought to be written MNOT: QUOT: but they 
are so uniformly written as they here stand, both in this and other MSS., that I have left 
them uncorrected. The same observation will apply to some other similar words. 


There is a confusion in the Ethiopic version here, about the age at which King Ozias 
began toreign. In the Greek, it is said, “ Josiah reigned in righteousness at eight years of 
age; and, in like manner, Joash governed the people at seven years of age.” Here the 
two kings are confounded together, and mentioned as one, Ozias. Joash is called Ozias in 
the first chapter of St. Matthew's Gospel. 


P.18.1.5. PhrA: PAN: MS. Ph’RA: PNM: which I cannot see how to 
bring into the construction of the sentence. The Greek is, ‘Opy7 xai ppovipous axoAAvon. 


P. 23.1. 2. DAI®'H : ACV: TMIgek: This was the original reading of the MS.; but 
it has been corrected by some later hand, thus, MAQ®H : AG"? : OTM: “and, 
afterwards, have believed, and been baptized.” I am inclined to think the former the true 
reading; the other having been probably introduced to make the construction some- 
what easier, and perhaps to guard the passage from perversion, as to the sense. 
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NOTES. 


P. 24. ult. FC: This name comes nearest to “ Nahor” in its pronunciation; but it 
seems to mean “ Achan™ (Josh: vii.), which is written, in the Septuagint Version, “Ayap, 
and so in the Greek Text in this place. 


P. 25. ult. @geycou-: In the MS. this is written QOUYCou: but as the con- 
tingent and subjunctive of this verb have each of them three authorised forms (see 
Lud. Gramm. Zthiop. lib. IT. cap. 17. p. 55), it seems most probable that this fourth form, 


a form also contrary to grammatical analogy, has originated merely in a mistake of the 
transcriber; I have therefore altered it to B9PYCUG : 


P, 28.1.2. HO PSA : — HfidhtA: These verbs are apparently in the third 
person singular preterite, with the enclitic A affixed; and T being changed into 
and *f, euphonie gratid. 


[bid. penult. I have inserted the word 2 P-“$}- : to complete the sense. The same verb 
is used in the similar passage in the next page; and in the Greek of the LXX. we have, in 
both passages, cwOncovra:. The word “only,” which I have put in a parenthesis, is not 
expressed either in the Septuagint Version or the Greek Constitutions, nor indeed in the 
Hebrew Text, Ezek. xiv. 14. It is however in the similar passage which follows, in v. 16. 


P. 29. 1. 4—9. The sentences here are much confused, and the connexion obscure. What is 
intended to be expressed, stands thus in the Greek, which is intelligible enough: 
, , ¢ , 
Lapiorara dednAwKev H ypadn, ori Tuvav Sixaios Gdixw ov CuvamdAAUTAL eT AUTO’ ev yap 
~ , , ‘ , 4 Ww > , s , , > ‘ ‘ 
T® KOTUw TOUT® Kai Dikaior Kai adiKot GAANAOIS GuVvayeAaTovTa: Koivwvia Biov, ov pev Kai 
OTLOTHTOS’ KAI TOUTO Ovy auapTavouary of BeodiAcic’ pupyTat yap ciot TOU MaTpOS aUTOY TOU EV 
~ , ~ ~ 4 V4 > ~ > , , \ st? ‘ , . ~ 
TOig OUPAVvois, TOU TOV HALOV AUTOU avaTEAAOVTOS Emi BiKaious Kai adiKous, Kai BpEyovTos auToU 
Tov UeTov émi Movnpous Kai ayabous. Kai ovdéev xivduvevoe: 6 Sixauos Ex ToUTOU' év yap TH 
oradig) KAI VIKNTAL Kal vik@pevoi cic, ev d€ TO TTEPaVw povor Ol YEVVAiwWS aywviTapeEvor 
ovders J& OTEpavouTa: Eav fy vouiuws GOANON’ ExacTos yap wept EauToU EEopoAoyNTET aI, Kai Ov 
‘ , , ~ sae ’ ww ‘ ’ 
un cuvamoréon 6 Oeog Tov Bixaiov peta Tov adixov, emeimEp Tap aUTW TO avauapTnToV 
> , ” '™ , 4 
aTimwpytov. Outre yap tov N@e xaréxAuce x. 7. A. 


There is something of the same confusion again, in the sentences at the bottom of this page. 


P. 30.1. 4. It is clear that the text of the MS. originally stood as here printed; but 
some corrector has erased a line, and re-written it with the addition of another clause, 
OA SPAS: NALS: which I have omitted. ; 

ee 

P.33. 13. 1N2:F®8RPT: lin. 7. NZ: KEP: @M9IVRPtT: In both cases, the 
LX X. have, 3ixasoovyny cai éAeos weroinxe. In the second passage, JR Pf : appears to be 
intended as a translation of éAgos, and it may be so therefore in the first likewise, d:«aro- 
cuvm being omitted. Otherwise we must suppose, that in this case, as in some others, 


the translator has understood d:ca:ocvvy to mean “ almsgiving,” as the Chaldee or Rabbi- 
nical Ni7T3. 


[bid. 1.10. I have written YOUG>-}: for A_ZI0V@ tT: Yet it may be doubted per- 
haps whether the original reading was not right. 


P. 36. 1. 2. new : @Mog@ :(@OG@: The Greek words in the Septuagint Ver- 
sion corresponding to these (Jer. xii. 10.) are, gpyuov dBarov. What is the meaning of 


NOTES. ' 


O8@ : MOB : I do not know. _I[t is possible that the translators may have confounded 
dBaros with Béros, a “shrub” or “ bush,” which is elsewhere translated by O@ : and OOF : 
and the passage being thus unintelligible to begin with, successive transcribers may have 
made it worse. 


P. 37.1.9. 2& PP : bf : See the remark in the Preface to this work, on the meaning 
of the word “3f}ch : 


P. 39.110. PFaMR : MS. PFhN@.: This word is not uncommon ; and Ludolf 
does not appear to have found it any where written with a final @. I have therefore con- 
sidered this an error, and corrected it. 


P. 40. 1. 5. Here we find in the _ Greek Constitutions a long quotation from the Prophet 
Ezekiel, containing above half of the 34th chapter of his Prophecy. Instead of which, in 
the Ethiopic Version, we have only the latter end of the quotation, and that in a mutilated 
state, joined on to some words of-our Saviour’s from St. John’s Gospel, as though He had 
spoken to the people these words of Ezekiel also. From all this, much confusion arises. 
I have translated the Ethiopic as closely as I could, obtaining assistance from the Greek 
Text ; of which it is clearly intended, throughout, to be a translation; though it is here, as 
in many other places, a very imperfect and obscure one. 


Ibid. 1.6. STARA: Nah : ON70 : Literally, “ between ram and ewe.” But the 
passage has no reference to judging between male and female ; and it seems clear that two 


clauses in the Greek Text have been thrown confusedly into one. In the Greek it stands, 
[dou eye Kpiv ava pécov mpoBarou eis mpoBarov, Kai Kpiov mMpos Kptdv. 


P. 42. penult HAIN: AWIAU: This seems to have been originally written in 
the MS. HAN: ANWAL: but some corrector has altered it to HA.T4: HAL: . 
ANIGU : In neither case is the construction at all clear. H AU : cannot, I think, be 
used in reference to a plural noun. I have ventured to write [1}-: for 14: 


P.43. 1.9. DAR: G@Re,: We have here the substantive with its pronominal affix 
in the status constructus or accusative case; while that affixed to the adjective is in the 
status absolutus or nominative; and immediately after, two or three other substantives 
in apposition with @4@: are in the nominative. Such irregularities are of frequent 
occurrence. Whether they are merely the result of ignorance or carelessness, or may 
admit of explanation, it is often difficult to say. Ludolf appears to have met with them 
frequently in the MSS. that he used. See his Grammar, lib. VI. cap. 2. § 13. De enallage 


statds absoluti pro constructo. 


P.44. ult. Adh¥ : stat. constr. WAR: stat. absol. See the note immediately pre- 
ceding, on p. 43. 1.9. and also Lud. Gr. Aéthiop, Lib. vi. cap. 1. § 2. n. 4. p.129. 


P.47.1.7,8 ONMP: IMA: and NHS: tMAT: See above, on p. 13. |. 9. 


Ibid. 1.12. AMOS: AWIHANAC : 24 Ta: AVPAS: The Greek is, xai J Gede 
Sixaler TOUS apapTavovras, Kai EmorpépovTas, MapanAnciwg kai ce xpiverv. | have followed 
this sense in the version. We might otherwise translate 2 4 ‘tah : “absolveth.” In the 
whole context, however, the word 4‘*fdh : is used for “judge.” 1.9. H La Th : 


Art: : AL? : OAISTA : 


NOTES. 


P.48.ult ALM): SrOana: “He became like an ass,’ or “made himself like an 
ass,” as I have translated it. The only explanation that I can conjecture for this expression 
is, that the translator was ignorant of the meaning of the Greek word oiwvifero 
(2 Chr. xxxiii. 6), and associated it in some way with ovos. 


P.49.1.1. AMP: MS. Aftch,T : 


Ibid. 1. 3. A few words seem to be omitted here, before the word AV@®T: which I 
have supplied in the translation : “concerning which the Lord had said,” or the like. 


iy % Ibid. 1. 5. In the MS. this is written AU®MF: AIC: AANZCAA : AUN Z: 
gop-c: AsI cannot affix any probable meaning to AQM,Z: nor see how it can come 
into the construction of the sentence, [ have ventured to omit it, and to write AGULC : 

as it is in the Greek Text, axo tis yas. 


Ibid. 1. 8. The translator has rendered the Greek irép by MAST: “on account of,” 
“in behalf of;” but it clearly means here, “ beyond,” “ above.” 


P. 50.1. 4. UA: TFAHHMN : is, as I have translated it, “the mercy of thy command- 
ment ;” but the Greek Text has éwayyeXias, “ promise,” not “commandment.” The same 
word is rendered “commandment,” by the Ethiopic translator, in other places besides this, 
where it ought to have been “promise.” I observe that I have written “ commandments ~ 
in the translation, but the Ethiopic word is singular. 


P.51..L.7. QWRAR: MS. fWAAt: 


Ibid. L 13. MDAAVGA: NaR: This line and the following appear to be intended as 
a translation of the Septuagint version of the latter part of the 14th verse of the 33d 
chapter of the 2d Book of Chronicles, which is as follows: kai twoe opddpa (retyos has 
been mentioned in the former part of the verse, and must be here supplied), xai caréorncev 
dpyovras tis Suvdpews dv maTaus Taig WOAETL Taig Terynpecty év ‘lovda. In the Greek Con- 
stitutions, this clause is not quoted. 


Ibid. antepenult. A verb is wanting here: the Greek Text has ¢&éBadev. I have 
inserted AGOA : 


P. 52.11. AGO: Amos, instead of Amon, which is the name of Manasseh’s son, 
according to the Hebrew Text, the Septuagint, and the Greek Constitutions also. Some 
copies of the Constitutions, however, have ‘Ayes in a passage which occurs just below 
(p. 52. antepenult. ) 


P.54.114. 1G rhee: MS. 1G rho : 


Ibid. penult. ATrP: UP 3T: ATP: The last word should probably be written 
ATL: See above, on p. 43. 1. 9. 


P.55. L1. It seems very doubtful whether ff} @ 4: in this line, and {4477 7%: in 
the next, ought to be followed by @@4: and dh@ P41: in the status constructus. But 
ATVIART : iN. : in line 3 is so clearly wrong, that I have changed it to AVVANT : 


NOTES. 


3171.C: qu. d. “the gods of the stranger,” which seemed _the easiest and slightest change 
that could be adopted. 


P. 57.1.3. QNMB: This pleonastic u seems to be seldom used in Ethiopic, but is of 
frequent occurrence in the Amharic dialect. 


P. 58.1.8. ANN : 24’ : “until thou growest old.” The translator has here mis- 
taken the Greek eis yyépas, “ as a reward or portion,” for eis yypas, “ unto old age.” 


P.59.L 4. PhCOO: MS. PadhCoo- : 


Ibid... 7. AA: NNH: AA: TMHO. : ——AA: appears to have stood originally 
in the MS. in the place of AA: A later hand has changed it into AA: leaving the 
frst AA: as before, for which I have here written RA: In neither case is the con- 
struction very clear, though the general sense is obvious enough. 


P. 60. 1. 5. WER : $2 9%: GPATHOI : TRAhMA,: &c. The construction of 
this sentence is confused ; but I do not see any very obvious way of removing the diffi- 
culties, and so have left the passage as in the MS. 


[bid. 1.10. This mystical allusion to the Greek character I[ota, the first letter of the name 
‘Incous, “ Jesus,” I shall not attempt to elucidate, any further than by setting down the 
Greek Text of the passage. It will be seen that there is something of a play upon the nu- 
merical value of the letter . “Ten,” as symbolical of the Ten plagues and the Ten com- 
mandments, and of the Tenths or Tithes. The Greek Text is as follows: 

Aexdra: owrnpiou apyn évouaros “Incov" axove iepa xaboduxn éxxAnoia, » THY SexdmArryov 
éxmepevryvia, Kai tHv SexdAoyov eiAnpvia, Kai Tov vouov peuaOnxvia, Kal éxi Tov “Incouv 
MEMIOTEVKVIA, KAI TO GvOo"A avTOU émovoualopévn, Kai emi TH TeAELOTE THS BdENS AUTO éoTnpry- 
pévn Kai Adurovea’ ai tore Ouoiau, viv evyai, K. T. A. 

Some copies have, after the word wemorev«via, another clause: xai thy dexada e-yvwxvia, 
Kai én T@ iara, Srep éoriv apyn dvouaros "Incov, memirrevKvia. 


P. 62.1.3. @ PHY: It appears, from the Greek Text, that this should rather have been 
2 POT P27 : “the Deaconess.” 


Ibid. 10. N@A: Ofit: TOT: The Greek is rpoceAGeiv eis buciacrapiov; and I 
have translated the word -['f : accordingly, both here and in the passage two lines 
above. The original meaning of the word ft: is “ Ark,” from the Hebrew MQ, 
Arabic (2456: its various senses in the Ecclesiastical language of Abyssinia are explained 
at large by Ludolf, in his Lexicon (in voc.). See also Gobat’s Journal of a Residence in 
Abyssinia, p. 350 et al. 


P.65.1.12. co¢g nr: MS.cugEgfnr: See on p. 43. 1. 9. 


Ibid. 1.14. ygour-+r: MS.ygogry: — Id. 


P.68.1. 5. @N*®NA : Some verb seems to have been omitted here, T$TYSHUL: : 
perhaps, or something of the sort. The Greek is, éoppayicOnre éAaip ayadudoeux. 


Ibid.1.14. wre: MS. wre: 


NOTES. 


P.68. penult. NhA,N: CO¥ANST: MS. NhAN : FIAT : Perhaps it 
might have been better to omit the prefix {, and retain the status constructus. 


P. 70.1.1. 4G: Apparently this ought to be written 14,1: But in lines 6—8 
below, we have instances of greater irregularities of this kind, A®O9d: and 
GVUAVP Ct: in the status absolutus, though governed by a verb; and at the end of the 
sentence H2T : MVI@Z : both in the status constructus, though merely following 
another noun, P@Y0q:. So in line 7, #YOQ: in one case, and YOY: in another ; 
only perhaps the first #YOQ : may be taken to agree with G2 Pr: by an enallage 
numeri, and the latter #7Y0Q : may be construed as a substantive. But, G2 PF : itself 
is governed by a verb; so that #YOqY : should still be in the accusative. See the note 
on p. 43, L 9. and the passage in Ludolf’s Grammar there referred to. 


P.71.1.2. MARION: THHHowe: Some corrector of the MS. seems to have in- 
tended to alter the last of these two words into T})HO-: (2 pers. plur. pret.) ; by 
which means the ellipse, which is somewhat unusual, would be avoided. The words, 
whichever reading be adopted, can only mean, “ And if it be your care ;" but to make the 
sense complete, I have been obliged to translate, “ Let it then be your care.” The Greek 
Text says, “In this way will your righteousness exceed, if ye take care” &c.; but the first 
clause is altogether omitted in the Ethiopic translation, and hence the confusion. 


P.72. penult. ASH: AAP: HERNAN: = The translation that I have given of this 
phrase is according to the Greek Text, pndevos ce mpoyeipicapévov. There is confusion 
here again in the Ethiopic Version: the original cause of which is, that the Greek 
words, xpivw, “to judge,” and xprrns yéverOau, “to be a judge,” are rendered by TA Th: 
“to litigdte,” “to contend in judgment with another.” 


P.73.1.10. ~egoy: This epithet is of frequent occurrence in connexion with 
AN@:: and I have introduced it here by correcting the Text; for in the MS. the word 
is Pet: The middle letter however is not very distinctly written, and the word may 
be read Rb: If this be the true reading, it may be a plural form from @2&-q@> : 


candidus, sincerus. Lud. 


Ibid. go'A00G4: MS. 00'%9°F3: This is clearly a bad orthography. Whether 
the form should be JOA9@*3 : or GYAYU'} : it is difficult tosay. Ludolf only gives the 
forms 9O°',,00'3 : and OY ACU} : and so in this MS. we have elsewhere OU'ANUT’; : 
(p. 85. line 14) with the second OU in the First Order. See Ludolf, Lex. 42th. in voc. 
go 7,007} : 


Ibid. ult. PAA: which I have translated “use lying devices,” properly signifies, 
“use magic arts.” But there is no such idea expressed in the Greek Text, nor does it suit 
the context here apparently. 


7 
/ 


P74. AP eo = MS. AAT Rae: Vid. p. 79. 1.13. 


\ 
P. 75. 1.6. After 211@-IN : a corrector has inserted }JOU: but what I have printed 
is the original reading of the MS.; and indeed it would be shown to be right by the con- 


struction, but for the irregularity of the MS. in that respect; dvH®: &c. being governed 
by 2N@?: 


P. 76.1.6. DAITH : ZN: LAP: The Greek Text in this passage is as 


oO 


NOTES. 


follows: Srws dia Tov ékievar BeATiwOGor tTHv avacrpopny Tov Biov, crovddCovres wept Tac 
cuvateis anavrav sonptpa, Kai TH denoer TyoAdlev, Oru Kai avroi duvnbdow eicdeyOjvar, 
Kai of Oewpevor avrovs KaTavvy@o1, Kai adparéorepo: yévwvra, evAaBovpevor ToIs Spoiors 
WEPIMETELY. 


P.78.1.7. AV®3T: PTAN : MAL: $PA: “Wherefore hast thou slain the sin- 
ner?” The context seems to require some such word as “received, or “ pardoned,” 
instead of “slain.” The next clause also is confused and obscure. The Greek Text is 
plain enough, and stands thus: xav Tis TOv my TecaAevpivwv adeAPav éxeyKadéon go, rt 
3y KaTnAAayns avTa, eime mpdos avrov’ Zu wavrore per’ eyo ef, cai Ta eua wavTa oa éoTiv’ 
evppavOnva: 3é Eder Kai yapHvai, Sti 6 adEAGds Tou oUTOS veKpos Hv Kai avélnoe, Kal amoAWAWS 
Kau evpéOn. 


Ibid. antepenult. ONP1,: GAY: MS. ONP1,: GAY P1.: G.Av nh: [ have omitted 
the middle word G_ 4YP14,: which appears to be a mere error of the transcriber, from 
alliteration. 


P. 81. penult ATRR: ANA: MS. ATP: ANA: 
P.82.1.4. GFT: MS. GFT: though in the line above, it hs GFT : 


Ibid. ult. H3R: FNC: What this “honour which becometh a Christian people ’ is, 
we are not here told. The Greek Text says, “It is an honour to a Christian, to have no 
controversy with any man;" and it goes on to direct, that if by any means a contro- 
versy should arise between brethren, such things should be settled among themselves, and 
not exposed before a heathen tribunal, which would give occasion to reproach upon the 
Church. All this is very imperfectly and confusedly expressed in the Ethiopic Version. 


P.85. L 13. 3R.ch3 > 42.3: MS. 3R-chd: 42.3: In this, and one or two similar 
cases in the two next lines, I have endeavoured to restore the status constructus or abso- 
lutus, according to the rulesof Grammar. The construction of the words HNNG°V : Af: 
ZeM&: NI®O : 3AK-ch1: | do not however clearly understand. 


P.86.1.8. UNP: MS.uUNZ: I have put this word into the status constructus, 
that it may correspond with the other adjectives with which it stands in connexion; though 
it may very well be questioned whether they ought not all to be in the status absolutus. 


P. 87. penult. AN: PPU: MS. AN: PPU: 
P.89..2. HRM: ACIFPN: IN: The quotation from Jeremiah is here omitted. 


In the Greek it is, axovcas Tov “Iepeuiou AéyovTos, Sti ExaTTOSs THY KaKiav TOU RAnciov avToU 
un AovilerGe ev Tails Kapdious byuadv. 


Ibid. 1.9. OP Yr: MS. oe tr: This seems to be clearly wrong: whether we 
should write 2 Wb: CORKHG.T : or PL VT: GURHET: may perhaps be doubted. 


P.89.1.14. OAR: MS. D@freR: And soagain in the next page, line 6. But I have 
perhaps made these corrections without sufficient grounds. There is much doubt whether 
@-fr 2B : may not be a singular form. See the point discussed at length by Ludolf, in 
his Grammar, Lib. iii. cap. 6. p. 106. | 

a u 


NOTES. 
P.90.1.4. AMMA: Thus is this word very clearly and legibly written m 


the MS.; but what it means, or whence it is derived, I am unable to conjecture. I once 
thought of giAdcodos, or qu. Cady! Diabolus, Taking it with ATP : I have ren- 
dered the two words by the general term “ evil-doers.” 


Ibid. 1.12. AMV: AWHANAC :-—TOAL: in PT: The Greek Text here 
is, 6 yap eds, Oeds Sv éAgous, an dpyns éxaorny yeveav emi petavorav Kare dia TOV diKalwv 


4 ~ ~ 
Kai TWY KpopyTwv. | 


P.91. ult. 2LMa@: This is clearly the contingent ; but the sense requires the sub- 
junctive, as in the Greek, dofaQwor. The same thing may be observed of 24 2’ dh : 
p. 92. 1. 14. 


P.92.113. Rt: ATHAT: Thinking that for 7: we ought very probably to 
read ft: Ihave translated the two words together, (LT: ATHA‘T : “a vineyard.” 
But I now think it would have been better to take the whole clause differently, and to 
render it, “ We have filled the house with plants,” i. e. “ disciples,” “converts:” THA : is 
often used in this sense. The Greek is, iva ro GéAnua Tov Ocov noincavres, MANPwowpEV TOV 
tpixdvov (al. olkov) Tov avaKeipévev. 


Ibid. penult. TROYH : MS. TROVO-: of which I can make nothing. -q"yow: 
TR@® : “ Ye have a calling, ye are called.” 


P.93. ult. @P@g: MS. 9P@-GgV-: But the following verb P3-fN : is sin- 
gular; and so the Greek Text. 


P.94.1L2. DAFFH: PIN : ODAFONT : VRHGT :—NNAT: [have 
translated this as literally as | could from the Ethiopic. The Greek Text is as follows: 
ava dv0 8é yevouévwy dvayvworpatuv, ETEpds Tis TOUS TOU AaBid WadAétw Tuvous, Kai 6 Aaos 
Ta axpooTiyia troadKétw. PELMdh: in line 3. ought to be in the subjunctive, instead 
of the contingent; and it would have been better so to correct it, as I have done in some 
other places. 


Ibid. 1.5. ROAM: GRC: NIWNC: The Greek is MavAovu rov cuvepyou nuov. 
A few lines below, cuvepyoi is properly rendered by AOCHTU: NINC: Whether 
ocn : or any similar word, has been omitted here, or whether GRC: N1-NC : may 
be intended for a translation of cvvepyos, it is not easy to determine. 


Ibid. 1.11. MAIFH : LNG? . PLT: AhL, : OARIODI: : This is 
scarcely, if at all, intelligible. The Greek is, Kai é&j 5 wapaxadsitwoav oi mperBirepa: Tov 
Aaov, 6 Kabeig avTav, GAAG uy Gua AmavTes, Kai TeAevTaios TavTwy 6 éxioxonos. This sense 
[ have expressed in the translation; but I have not attempted to correct the Ethiopic Text, 
as it appeared to require more alteration than I thought it right to venture upon. 


P.94.L12. @QAQGEPH: “and after this,” or “ agd then.” I have omitted this word 
in the translation ; and ought perhaps to have struck it out in the Text, as it spoils the 
sense, and there is nothing corresponding to it in the Greek. The direction about the 
door-keepers is general, and not that they are to take their posts at any particular time. 


YY 


NOTES. 


P.95.1.14. @PN: ZAC: This “crying out” probably refers to the notice given 
aloud to the Catechumens, and Penitents, or those under penance, to depart from the 
Church, Thus at least it may be inferred from the Greek Text; but here the Penitents 
are apparently classed with the Teachers and the rest of the people, and indeed the whole 
passage is confusedly and obscurely expressed. The Greek is, xai pera tovTo cvpqovus 
dravres éEavacravres, kai én’ dvarodds KaTavoncayTes, META THY TOV KaTYYOULEVvwY Kal TV 
TOV peTaAvooUvTwy é-odov, RporevEdsOwoay, &e. 


Ibid. antepenult. @} R2,: MS. Pike: But the following verb LZNAAD : is in 
the subjunctive, and so the construction requires that the others should be likewise. 


P. 96.1.9. H@fi't tf : I have translated the pronoun affixed to this word as referring 
to “the Church,” which is the only probable antecedent that the Text, as it now stands, 
seems to supply. There has doubtless been something omitted: the Greek Text has one 
or two additional clauses; mpocevyécOw 6 didxovos Umép Tis ExxAnoias amdons Kal Wavros TOU 
KOT MOU, Kal TOV Ev AUT@ MepOv, Kal Expopidv’ Umep TOv iepéwv, Kai TOV apyovrwy— kK. T. A. 


Ibid. ult. ‘At: So it was originally written in the MS. It has been corrected to 
NAT : which might appear to make the construction easier, but the former reading 
seems the best. 


P.97.1.3. goauqné.t: MS. 9824.2. : 


P. 98.1.2. The Greek Text here contains an exhortation to the Bishop not to leave the 
work in which he is engaged, whether it be preaching, or hearing others read or sing, in 
order to pay attention to the stranger. The same sense seems intended to be conveyed 
by the Ethiopic translation, but it is confusedly and obscurely expressed. 


P.99.L11. AAD: M8VQAT: Usually written AAT: and SUGAT: nor do 


I see any satisfactory reason for the termination ‘f : 
[bid. 1.13. ‘PA: Inserted in the MS. by a corrector. 


P.100. ult. ‘$C: Ihave translated this “treacherous,” as it corresponds to the 
Greek dovv@erTos. 


P. 101. 1.1. A%SDID. : This verb oecurs above, p. 10. antepenult. where it has a neuter 
sense. But the passage here is a quotation from Jeremiah |. 6., where the Greek verb 
which corresponds to this is dwexAdvncav, and I have translated it accordingly; though I 
now think that it would have been better to retain the neuter sense here also. 


Ibid. 1.10. H@AR: MS. H@ AF: But in the Ethiopic Version of John vi. 29., 
whence this passage is quoted, we find H"}'R : MA‘ : and so the sense requires it to be. 
'H is of the same signification as {"}"— : and makes less change from the reading of the MS. 


P.102.L8. OGr?: 9®8Mefe 3: The Greek is cvvédpiov, and has no reference to a “seat 
of judgment,” which this means. Perhaps the Ethiopic, taken as it stands, ought to be 
translated, “I have not sat on the judgment-seat in unrighteousness,” i.e. “I have not 
judged unrighteously, given unrighteous judgment.” 
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NOTES. 


P.104.L.2. AFFAPFFAN: MS. APFVAM : 


Ibid. AG@-$UPoo-: Literally, “their salutations” The expression appears to cor- 
respond to the Greek words ravyyipers, Tvprdora, and [ have translated it accordingly. 


Ibid. 1.10. @ Feu: MS. G@FeY: But all the pronouns and verbs afterwards are 
masculine; so that it seems necessary to make this masculine too. 


“™ 


Ibid. antepenult. Nn: ANNE: AMNTCAPT: The Greek is, cogiav TiMNT ATA 
nporyOn. The meaning of the last word, ANTCAPT : it is not easy to determine. The 
verb ALITCAP : is used both in a transitive and in a neuter sense. The latter seems 
best to suit the construction here, and it corresponds more closely with the Greek. But 
then the usual and more simple meaning of the verb, “ hath appeared,” will not do: it must 
signify, “ hath been made conspicuous,” “ honourable,” or something of the sort. And this 
sense therefore I have ventured to give it in the translation. 


P.105.L1. pnp: MS. ung: 


Ibid. 1.3. G@FOM:HAD1:%2.T: Ido not understand the construction here, but 
have left the passage as [ found it; for a slight alteration, as writing 1}: or NF: for 
M4 :, will not remedy the defect; the pronoun H{ being singular, as well as the verb. 


Ibid. antepenult. A/T: MS. 3A: = In p.107. 1.1. it is correctly written, | 
37-1 : But see below, note on p. 109. penult. 


P. 106. 1.2. The Greek Text here does not condemn second marriages as contrary 
to Scripture, but says expressly that the woman shall give account of herself to God, 
‘‘ not because she hath been married a second time, but because she hath waxed wanton against 
Christ (1 Tim. v. 11.), and hath not kept her promise.” éwayyeXia has here again been 
incorrectly translated AH'H : “commandment.” See above, on p. 50. 1. 4. 


Exactly the same doctrine is laid down in the passage of the Greek Text that corresponds 
to p. 107. 1.6.; where indeed it is rather more accurately, though still obscurely, expressed 
in the Ethiopic Version. 


Ibid. 1.5. APSE Z: None of the common significations of this word seem to 
suit the sense of this passage. I have therefore conjecturally given it the meaning . 
of “ naming,” “ nominating to an office,” g. d. “to read aloud the name of a person, pro- 
claiming his appointment.” f}geQ,: I have translated “ promised ;” as it is sometimes 
used for “ testifying,” “‘ bearing witness; and both the Greek Text, and the sense of the 
passage, show that it must have some such meaning here. 


Ibid. L111. AMC: MS. Ac: It is APLC: in the Ethiopic Version, Luc. ii. 36. 


Ibid. 1.12. ANGT: H2getr : Bs1Aa: 2A: [have here given the sense 
which the Ethiopic Text appears to convey. It differs from the account of this prophetess 


given in the second chapter of the Gospel according to St. Luke, which the Greek Text 
of the Constitutions accurately repeats. 


_—_~— 


P.107.L.3. AGO RR: MS. ,O0O'3R: 


f 


NOTES. 


P.109.L6. PWI8ZN: The sense seems here to require the subjunctive; the form 
of which is PAY GEC: as in p. 112. 1.3. pavgoc: 


Ibid. MOUMATNi,: Gr. ras auaprias cov Avtpwora. The verb appears to be 
omitted by mistake. 


Ibid. penult. AGO RR : 3A-chd : OPPY1: The pronouns and verbs in this sentence 
are all feminine, yet these two Adjectives are masculine. As they follow close upon the 
feminine pronoun AVY}: it seems hardly likely that they should be mere errors of 
the transcriber. Possibly this form of the plural may be sometimes used as common, 
applied either to masculine or feminine. See 9109%°3 : p. 111. 1.7,8. and two or three 
instances, ibid. 13. and p. 116. penult. In p.112.L9. 3Ach: AOZITY : OFLN: 
AH1.Y: the adjectives are singular, and the substantives plural. See Ludolf Gram. vi. 2. 


§ 13. p. 144. on Enallage. 
P. 110. penult. Foaven.cC : MS. yoavq_ : 


P.111.1.2. QWCT: OHAAT: MS. OWCE: OHNAAT: 


Ibid. 9. A.C: Ihave here inserted the negative ®,: The sense clearly re- 
quires it; and the Greek has ov« éori-dixaiov. 


P.114.1L3. DAAN: A,_ZOVLM : &ec. The translation which | have given may 
appear to require that Q99@ "3: &c. should be in the status constructus ; but the MS. is 
very irregular on this point, as has been already often observed; and I do not see any 
other probable meaning of the passage. The Greek Text does not help us here, for this 


clause is not to be found in it. 


Ibid. 1.5. The heading of Section xt. as well as those of Sections xiv. xvi. begin 
MAT : ANI : GVE+T@: This position of the negative seems very extra- 
ordinary, and contrary to the general usage in Ethiopic; and moreover in Sections v. vii. 
it is otherwise. To preserve uniformity therefore, as well as to avoid the apparent 


anomaly, I have written JOU : A CUG tg : 


[bid.L 11. AMO: PNA: AWHATN,: “For thy Lord hath said unto her.” Of 
this I can make no sense, and have substituted, in the translation, “ For the Lord hath said.” 


In the Greek, a passage is here introduced from Gen. iii. 16. Avros yap cou, pnoi, kupievcer. 
This quotation is either altogether omitted in the Ethiopic Version ; or else, which I believe 
to be the case, the words before us are intended to be a translation of it. The translator, 
probably, not understanding the expression gov xvpievce:, has rendered it as though it 
were cou xupios, “thy lord.” 


P.115. penult. Here the Deacons appear to be invested with authority to baptize, in 
common with Bishops and Priests. The Greek Text only makes them attendants upon 
the others in the administration of the rite: é&umnperoupévwv avrois Tav diaxdvev. 


P.116.17. Title of Sect.xv. NAT :G0Qf-N: Ludolf endeavours to distinguish 
between GO OPN : and cupA*r : (Lex. £th. in voc. T9 OFM :) but they are evidently 
used as synonymous in this Section. In the second line, and indeed throughout the whole 
of it, GON ATT : is applied to the same persons who are called COQ, fi-M : in the heading. 
Indeed, Ludolf elsewhere observes (in voc. GUA :) that the two words must be consi- 


NOTES. 


dered as synonymous, except when they appear in conjunction together, as in the Title of 
Section xrx. below, for instance. 

We have already however had one Section (xtt.) with the tile MA 3T : PONAT : 
and it appears as though some part of the Title of the present Section had been erro- 


neously omitted. In Ludolf's list, the title which corresponds to this is, De viduis, que non 
more viduarum genuinarum vivunt. 


P.117.L.3. BNA: MS. BN“: 


P, 119. L. 10, Z2Tny IZ @ONaAtT : nwUrr: MS. ONABTH: (I have made 
the slightest correction which the case seemed to admit, by merely leaving out‘: The 
Greek is, repi wavraw yap aire pérew deirer, wept KAnpixav, wept napBévwr, &c. 


P. 120. 1. 5. OU: OYE} : O04 TOU: HAYA: HAL : OA2P.-4Y,: OLN: 
@%3A-ch: There seems to be some verb wanting here, to complete the sense after 
A. ZAAe: and to express the meaning of the Greek G@pavotos. I have translated the 
passage according to the Greek Text, Orws ceuvorpenas 9 petadoois Tis ABpaverou oppa- 
*yiBog -yévyrrau. 


P.12.1.6 AVETHA: MS ALTA: 
P.122.L1. DAB: MS. DAY: See above, on p. 89. 1. 14. 


Ibid. 1.8. 422 PR: The Greek has ‘Accipio:. The passage, with either reading, is 
no where to be found in Scripture. 


P.124.L3. @C:47LC: MS. @2:4Th.2: But ina phrase precisely similar, p. 122. 1.9, 
the absolute form is used, which indeed the construction clearly requires. 


Ibid. 7. GUGA-N : MVOONAT'T : See above, on p. 116. 1. 7. 


Ibid. 1.8. AYe'ET : appears to be here used adverbially. In the next line we find 
nA tt : in the same sense. 


[bid. L 13. WOH4t: AATWNCT: “liberty to the servants.” ‘The corresponding clause 


in the Greek is, yAonv 17 8ovAeig TOV avOpwnwv, “ green herb for the service of men,” 
Ps. civ. 14. 


Ibid. penult. TOU”: : NAGPG,: This will not bear, I think, any other sense than 
“ Be like the birds.” In the passage of St. Matthew, which is here referred to, (vi. 26.), 
the Ethiopic Version has 1&2, : AOPS, : M89: Look upon,” or “ behold,” as in our 
Version, “the birds of heaven.” 


P.125.L11. Gop, : “the seller of strong drink.” The Ethiopic translator has taken 
the Greek xamnAog literally, confining its meaning to one particular trade or occupation. 
Whether it was intended to be so taken, may be doubted._ Perhaps it means rather the 
“ corrupt dealer ;* as Whiston translates it ; not only the adulterator of wine, but he that 
imitates his practices in any other occupation. ‘ 


P.126.L7. APS: GCOfITE..TAT: hd: MS. Ar Pt : The feminine termi- 
nation Pr : may possibly be attributed to alliteration, the following word ending in the 
same way: but that word, the substantive to which ATP}: refers, is clearly masculine. 


NOTES. 


Ludolf (Lez. in voc.) refers to one MS. in which it is written OOf]-—P2Z,7G"}: He trans- 


lates OOPFTE.TAT : dhd.: Castigatores militum; and derives GOfp- TZ.rQt : from 
AN Té-.tO : Restauravit, emendavit. The Greek here however has simply crpariarns ; 


and I cannot help thinking that this word OOf] T2.TG'T : has been partly formed from 
the Greek substantive by a sort of alliteration, whence the termination 9°} : 


P.126.1.9. AA: BAY R: WEP: FOIA: (qu FOUN :) “who overthrow good 
works.” The Greek is rpayyatwv advarponéa, “a subverter,” or ‘‘ perverter” perhaps, “ of 
causes. 


Ibid. 1.14. @MHM: PRCO: I do not see how this passage can be translated other- 
wise than I have rendered it; though undoubtedly its connexion with what follows will 
appear very obscure. The Greek is different; and the connexion there is clear enough : 
of yap Tapa TO ToOUTWY Beydpevor, Kal TpépovTes ynpas Kai dppavous, HrevOuve: TH KprTNpiw 


~ ~ , 
Tov Qeou yevnoovrai. 


P.127. ult. AX: The construction of this word is not very obvious. The Greek is, 
éuot Llérp@ Kai ‘lwavvn. 


P.131. ult. MAST : GO2: Y2OUFT : . I have given what seems the literal trans- 
lation of these words; but it is not improbable that they are intended to express the 
sense of the Greek, d:a tyv Tis wiotews Koivwviay. 
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VOCES ZTHIOPICA, z DIDASCALIA DESUMPTA, 


QUA APUD LUDOLFUM VEL OMNINO NON EXSTANT, VEL NON NI8SI DIVERSA FORMA 
AUT S8IGNIFICATIONE OCCURRUNT. 


a 


pe 


Numerus prior paginam, posterior lineam indicat. 


—— 


dh2ZOO : 59. 4. Deo dicavit, devovit. Hanc significationem Ludolfus quarte conjuga- 
tiont AdhZO® : attribuit: dh2@OP : autem exponit, Illicitum esse censuit, vel statuit. 


adhrRA: | Parte: TAU OD: 45.15. Spe excident, Spem perdent, transitive. 
Lud. d’rA : Periit, interiit. Nisi mendosum sit pro Payer : 


OO A’ rAY: 41.3. 81. ult. Perniciosi, vastatores. 


ah@i: | Ach@1 : 95.6. Fovit, curam ejus gessit. Apud Lud. non nisi in conjuga- 
tionibus primd et sextd reperitur. 


GVAN : || COQVAH PY: 85. 14. Cultores Dei. Lud. per & scribit. 
ou}i 2 : || cogoyNd : 93. 4. Consiliarius. Lud. DUHZ: et CUGUFIC : 
ou@g@t: | SYM st : 38. 6. Homo mortuus, vel cadaver. Ait Ludolfus hanc vocem 
semper cum A") A : conjungi: ATLA : 99Q~s : Orphani, pupilli. Hic vero cum 
Au") : conjungitur ; AV"): COG TT : 
OOP +t: 108. 6. id. ac superius. ALA: POR * : Orphani. 


0090: | AIJ®GCO0Z: 11.9. Dulcedine implevit, obdulcavit. Lud. ATV 2 : 
Obdulcavit; et DOG COC : Mellitus, dulcis gustu. 


oogMm :|| CONITOQ RTP: 50. 5. Lud. COfprgogsy : scribdit. 
WOe2Z: 79.7. Serra proscidit. Lud. Fidit. 
ano: | ACKNO: 49.7. Gr. éxrdvyce, 2 Chron. xxxiii. 9. Seduxit, vel potius Pravum 


fecit, corrupit; ut 271.0 : Impius, ex Hebr. yen. Wud. ACHO : Oblivisci fecit, obli- 
teravit. | 


2Nidh: | CONnré. Nat: 112. antepenult. Lucro dedita, Lucri cupida. 


CAP: | F°CALRPT: 49.1. Vates, incantatores. Potest essea F9CAL : aspectus, 
visio. Heb. yyy de prophetis usurpatur, et Chald. pry: Astrolabium apud Castellum 
exponitur. Est etiam Athiopicum tog ¢@P: Ex igne predixit, divinatus est. Sed A% 
radicalis est. Vid. etiam sub voce (PayT : infra. 


Nat: | Ady PB: 114.3. Qui in errore sunt. 


sd ott: || coftrtr: 24. 8. Offendiculum, causa lapsis et erroris, significare vide- 
tur, nisi sit causa contemptis aut pigritie et inertie in vid recta, nam Ludolfo ANT T : 


* 


est Parvi pendit, neglexit; item, otiosus, piger fuit. Ar. oe Separavit, ef casU 
Seditio, schisma, scandalum. Jerbum -Ffi‘t'R : infra 39. 9. perperam reddidi, “ offend ~ 
in versione Anglicd, e Matt. xviii. 6. locum desumptam esse existimans. Postea autem animad- 
verti Grecum tertum xarappovnonre habere. 


NPAT : OF8CAPT : 49. 1. His vocabulis respondent Graeca, éyyartpipibovs Kai 
érnaoidovs. Priori nihil simile est apud L udolfum, nisi NP : Vasculum murrhinum, 


vulgo Porcellana. Forsan est ex Arabice a Peregrinator, a din ob Dei cultum peregri- 


natus fuit, unde et ‘aie Devotus, cum jejunio affixus templo. Freytag, e Aamusio. 


Mla: | TMI: unde PILVIA: 48. ult. Magicas artes exercuit. 
-qge: 104.9. Formica. Lud. pqjyg@ : habet, quam vocem Fucus reddit, sed, ut 


videtur, sine idoned auctoritate. 


C3: | TPZ: 47.9. Lud. THAI: et forsan rectius. 


WahTO@: 49.13. Gr. erarevabn, 2 Chron. xxxiii. 12. Humiliavit se. Lud. ‘ToayToO: 
Solus fuit. 


MH: 13.4. Nevit, filum deduxit, agglomeravit, vel simile quid. Joces ASH : 
TMH? : @98Z : respondent Grecis pnpvopévy epia: Prov. xxxi. 13. Dialecti cognate 
simile vocabulum non habent. 


nvi: | GUN Vy: 15.8. Qui rem accurate cognoscit, qui res a se invicem dis- 
tinguit, discernit, Judex, ul videtur. Lud. }%4 : Animadvertit, perspexit, intume novit 


rem. Arab. +0 Divideus, separans, distinguens. 


Wich: | Bah PS: 74. 5. Penitentes. 


3°NT TT: 13. ull. Gr. wepiCouata. Prov. xxxi. 24. Cingula. Forsan referri possit ad 


' ae 


Arabicum Xj quod inter alia exponitur, Succinctorii genus cum assuto sinu per quem 
ducto vinculo constringitur. 
MZ: | AWM?,: 53. 6. Gr. éwedevto, 2 Chron. xxxiil. ult. Aggressi sunt. Lud. 


A3NZ, : Statuit, collocavit; item, Imposuit manus, de ritu ordinandi ad officia quedam 
ecclesiastica. 


4 mn: | ABNAN: 106.5. Forsan, Nomen alicujus publice pronunciavit. Vid. notam 
in loc. 


PTET: 93.7. et al. Naute. Lud. FET: 


1A: | con. X. ANTBREA : 32.7. Videtur Greco vocabulo xaredvvactevoe 
respondere. Ezek. xviii. 16. Vi oppressit. GUPU'TL LAY: Ls. i. 23. apud Ludolfum, 


Acriter instantes sive urgentes. 


AA: 48. 13. Grecum est adron, ut videtur, e 2 Chron. xxxiii. 3. 
x 


ATOZ : || in con. VIL THROU, : unde PTAOVC : 48. ult. Gr. éxApdovifero, 
2 Chr. xxxiii. 6. Signa, omina captavit. Lud. Ostendit se, comparuit; sed *PAGEC*? : 
erponit Signum, portentum, quod et passim obvium est. 


AM NAc IVP PY: 90.4. Quid sit, nescio. Vid. notam in loc. 
AOR? ST : 41. 12. Ovum vel collcet. ova. Lud. per PF, scribit. 


NeoeAN : 44.9. (forsan }}—litera ista enim sub litura in cod. MS. latet.) Vituperatio, 
objurgatio, sed lenior, ut videtur. Lud. ARG: Increpuit, objurgavit. 


ThnPZ: || con. X. ANITHNE : 41. antepenult. Graviter incubuit, asperum et 


immitem se preebuit ; unde infinilivus nominascens 
ANTHAMNY : 34. penult. Severitas, immitis et inexorabilis animi durities. 
non: | PHQANT: 117.7. Duplo magis. Lud. goOHOMT : scribdit. 
@MCH-*t : 122.1. Adolescentia. Lud. @>CH-: quod et in codice nostro, 130. 9. 


erstat. 


@Mnd: | Gqenc: 79.6. Serra Lud. onic : 
GQ irit: 95.7. Nuptse, viris juncte femine. Apud Lud. @rfr-l : masc. Matri- 


monio junctus; sed exemplum non affert. 


@M?W : 58.3. In jus vocavit aliquem, ad rationem reddendam compellavit. Lud. 
Causam suam defendit, apologia usus est. 


govug: | govg : 90PAQ@: 126.7. Ponderibus falsis usus est. Lud. QOUG : 
Inique egit, ifem injuria affecit. 


OG@: @MOG : 36. 2. lid. notam in loc. 


HARM : 38. 8. Gr. Ywparéos, Scabiosus, de ovibus. Vid. Lud. in voc. qui de fado 
quodam morbo in hominibus interpretatur. 


HA4,: || AHA,: 59. penult. In eternum. Lud. AHA. : 


HCO T: 11.2. Gr.daugrranos. Prov. vii. 16. auitanos autem de tapete utrinque 
villoso ezponitur. Ludolfus HCM.*r : Tapetem significare a Gregorio Hahessino acce- 
perat, cujus auctoritatem hic locus confirmat. 


PMA: 40. 12. Loci sensus ovium aut caprarum nomen, aut simile quid poscere 
videtur. Nihil tamen invenio quod huc referri possit, nisi Arabicum Soo Asellus, et oye 
quod Freytag, post alios, exrponit, Sus, Asellus, Lupus, Vulpes, copiam sane prebens e qua 
quisque pro se nomen deligere possit. 


WML: il. 2. Instravit lectum. Heb. 12 Pellis, cutis, corium. Chald. N73 
Pellis, cortex, crusta, res ex humore concreta, et alii corpori adherescens, et xp) Gelu, 
pruina. Arab. in Percussit in cute, excoriavit; item, Humi stravit, et she Pruinam 


experta fuit terra. 


i 


100-2, : 81.8,14. In perpetuum, In eternum. Apud Ludolfum in hac significatione 
non exstat nisi prefiro A: AWOOZ.: In locis autem hic allegatis forsan reddi possit, 
Prorsus, Plané. 


TRH : 38. 5. Nihil est in textu Greco quod huic vocabulo respondeat, sed Amharice 
Peculium, quod cuique proprium est, significat. Heb. 0%) Thesauri, et Chald. Talm. 
NI732) Thesaurus absconditus. 


110: | ABTIM.: 101.1. PBR: 10. antepenult. ex ABVI@M: (Lad. 
AYLIP :) Hinc inde oberravit, vagatus est. Serius animadverti me YT. : 101. 1. 
transitivo sensu in versione Anglica reddidisse, vagari fecerunt. 


M3?PP?: | AMIP?: 165. HA PMISS : 39°91: 49" : qui etate non 
minor est quinquaginta annis. Gr! ovx éA\arrov érav wevtnxovra. Lud. (N3PP: Accurate 
sibi constat, exacte convenit numerus. Sed in conj. Il. apud Lud. non ezstat. 


MOO : || PoMOPY: 103. 13. Idololatra. Lud. CUT AGP’ : 


RELIES. : 60. ull. Oblatio. Cod. MS. RELIG. : quod emendavi: Lud. RONG. : 
nporpopa. Peregrina vocabula diversis modis exarantur. 


ROA : (8s: RQAA: prior enim litera in Cod. MS. in quarto ordine esse videtur.) 90. 8. 
Odium, inimicitia. Lud. RAA : 
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